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HB 2656
Our neighbors have asked us to spread the word from the Oregon Small Woodland's 
Association

Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC) - There are several bills that will require 
OSWA's immediate attention. 

HB 2656, that would change Oregon's forest practice laws on a significant portion of 
Oregon's private forests, will have a Energy and Environment Committee hearing at 
1:00 pm in Suite D at the Capitol. The bill would restrict evenaged forest management, 
building roads, and using herbicides in forests tributary to any public drinking water 
(basically everywhere). OSWA needs to have a big presence at the hearing with many 
members testifying. The environmental organizations who are the creators of this bill will 
be there in force.  Here is what the GAC recommended we do at today's GAC call:

• Engage every member to either come to Salem on Tuesday, March 12th or email 
their legislator with a cc to Energy and Environment Committee Chair 
Helm, Rep.KenHelm@oregonlegislature.gov or do both. 

• We need as many OSWA members, as possible, at the Capitol Tuesday, March 
12th for a 1:00 pm hearing.
◦ Ideally we will have 40 to 50 members there.
◦ Please email Jim James jimjamesoswa@yahoo.com if you plan to attend 

and I will keep everyone informed about where to meet prior to the 
hearing. My plan is to meet about noonish, have a box lunch, and travel to 
the Capitol together. Should have details ready by Friday.

◦ Parking can be a challenge at the Capitol so carpooling would be helpful. 
◦ Gary Springer will be bringing the Starker Bus from the Corvallis area. He 

will leave the Benton County fairgrounds probably about 10:45 and return 
when the hearing is over. Email me and I will coordinate with Gary on 
details. 

•  We need all members to email their legislators in opposition of HB 2656.

Attached are talking points for HB 2656 prepared for OSWA 
members and FYI, one prepared by OFIC for their members. The 
OFIC document has a map of Oregon showing the areas that 
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would need to comply with HB 2656. Please email me if you have 
any questions.
Another troubling bill is HB 2659 that would repeal special 
assessments and property tax exemptions for forestlands covered 
by plantations or are non-forested. This bill is in the House 
Natural Resource Committee Chaired by Representative Brad 
Witt. A hearing has not yet been set, but Representative Witt but 
we believe he intends to have one. Like HB 2152, this bill would 
increase the tax burden on forestland owners.  Attached are the 
OSWA and FYI, OFIC talking points for HB 2659. Every member 
needs to email their legislator in opposition on HB 2659 and cc 
Representative Witt. Rep.BradWitt@oregonlegislature.gov  When 
a hearing is set, we will need to be there to testify similar to next 
Tuesday's effort. 
If a member is a constituent of any of the members of the House 
Energy and Environment Committee or the House Natural 
Resource Committee be sure to identify yourself as a constituent.  
Attached are the members of both committees.
Thanks,  
Jim James
Executive Director
Oregon Small Woodlands Association
Office: (503) 588-1813
Cell: (541) 619-4252
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SKYLINE VOICES:
http://www.srnpdx.org/: Local author's essays, 
opinions, ponderings and musings. We welcome anyone in the 
neighborhood to submit a blog post. Submit 
to: web_edit@srnpdx.org

CLASSIFIED AD and SRN FORUM: 
srnpdx.org - Find It!

EVENTS:
srnpdx.org - Calendar: http://www.srnpdx.org/calendar1.html
 
Resource Directory: 

As a service to neighbors, SRN publishes a listing of local 
government agencies and businesses in the Skyline Resource 
Directory. Follow the links in this section to view its contents and 
learn how to add a business or agency listing.
Listing of organizations and businesses herein does not imply any 
endorsement of SRN nor does it imply a lack of endorsement for 
similar organizations or businesses not included.
COMMUNITY LINKS:
 
Skyline Grange: http://www.srnpdx.org/skyline-grange-894-0
Forest Park Conservancy: http://www.forestparkconservancy.org/
Linnton Community Center: http://
www.linntoncommunitycenter.org/
Linnton Neighborhood Association: http://linntonna.org/
West Multnomah County Soil and Water Conservation District: 
http://wmswcd.org/
Skyline School: http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/skyline/
Lincoln High School: http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/lincoln/
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About the Newsline: Skyline Rural Watch Newsline is a part of Skyline 
Ridge Neighbors (SRN) and has been produced since June 1994 
as a means to communicate neighborhood information. The 
Newsline is produced by Laurel Erhardt (editor) with help from 
Miles Merwin, Libby Merwin, and Sen Speroff
The Newsline depends on you as a source of accurate 
information about local crimes, upcoming events, and other news 
pertinent to the area.  If you have information you would like 
considered for the Newsline, you may do so by e-mailing the 
information to newsline@srnpdx.org, or leaving a message at 
(503) 621-3501. Urgent, timely items (crimes, lost pets) should be 
emailed to alert@srnpdx.org.
If you would like more detailed information about any item on the 
Newsline, request that information & SRN will e-mail it to you if 
available.
You can subscribe to the Newsline at the Skyline Ridge 
Neighbors Website, SRNPDX.org. Tell your neighbors about this 
free Newsline service.
About Skyline Ridge Neighbors: SRN is a neighborhood 
association serving much of unincorporated northwest Multnomah 
County and some adjacent areas within the city of Portland.  SRN 
is registered as a neighborhood association within Multnomah 
County, registered as a non-profit public benefit corporation with 
the State of Oregon and approved as a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization under the IRS Code. SRN is operated by volunteers 
and with donated funds entirely.
If you would like to donate to SRN in support of its activities, such 
as this free Newsline service and the publication of its quarterly 
Skyline Ridge Runner, send your donation to “Skyline Ridge 
Neighbors”, c/o John Eskew, 15604 NW Rock Creek Rd, Portland 
OR 97231 or donate with credit card thru PayPal - http://
www.srnpdx.org/ Contributions are tax deductible to the extent 
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allowed by law.
 

 


