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Hear Tales of Skyline History and Early Settlers, April 27
By the SRN Board
SRN invites everyone to
come to the Skyline Grange
on April 27 at 6 p.m. to hear
your neighbors tell stories of
the early history of the area,
and the people who settled
here. You may know that Logie Trail was once an Indian
trail, or that the train tracks
that run under the Hill were
built many years ago. But did
you know that Falkenberg was
once a city, with a mill and
store? Come hear some exciting tales from the early days.
The details will be announced
via the Newsline.
At the meeting, we will

Back in the day, western swing bands played every Saturday night
at the Skyline Barn Dance (Photo: courtesy Ron Olson)

also elect the 2016-2017 SRN
Board of Directors. There
may be lively debate, but
there will be no mention of
building walls or negative
campaigning. SRN is seeking more Board members,
so this is a great chance to
learn more about how your
all-volunteer neighborhood
association works.
If you would like to
learn more about what SRN
does, and how to become involved, please contact Laurel Erhardt (laurel.erhardt@
gmail.com) or John Eskew
(jbeskew@gmail.com). ❐

Your Help Needed for SOLVE Annual Clean Up, April 23
By Laurel Erhardt
SRN invites you to show some pride in our beautiful
neighborhood with a few hours of volunteer time. Once
again, we will host a neighborhood clean up for SOLVE,
the organization dedicated to keeping Oregon clean. Each
year, SOLVE mobilizes over 35,000 volunteers and organizes over 1,000 cleanup and restoration projects throughout
the state, including Skyline ridge.
Over the years, we have collected tons of garbage, recycled tons of metal, hauled hundreds of illegally dumped
tires to proper disposal, reported potentially hazardous
materials to authorities, and one year, found many sacks
of videos that all had public library labels (which we also
reported). It’s sad to see the wilderness abused like this,
but it’s so rewarding to get out the door, and help be a part
of the solution.
Last year, PCC Fire Protection Program students volunteered their morning to help clean up in our area, and
they have committed to doing so again this year. Every
year, neighbors near and far come for a morning outing
and workout catered to their comfort level, to pick up litSkyline Ridge Runner

ter along our public roads. Whether you feel like climbing
the gullies of Logie Trail, or just getting the stretch of road
in front of your house picked up, come join us in this community effort - part of the great SOLVE volunteer cleanup
that stretches across the State of Oregon.
How to join in? On the morning of Saturday April 23,
come to the former church across from Skyline School,
11539 NW Skyline Blvd. There you will be assigned a route
of your choosing, pick up a morning treat and a garbage
sack, chat with your neighbors a bit, and be on your way.
It will be helpful if you pre-register at the SOLVE website:
http://solveoregon.org/get-involved/events/skylineridge-neighborhood-cleanup.
If you like to help, but you’re not so much into walking
the roads picking up litter? There are many other ways to
help. Send us an email (srn@srnpdx.org), or call Laurel at
503.621.3501, and we will discuss what you can do to help.
Thank you for helping, and thank you for being a part of
what makes our neighborhood such a special place to live!
❐
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➜ Deadline for the next issue is June 15
Skyline Ridge Neighbors Inc.

Skyline Ridge Neighbors is a nonprofit organization serving
rural northwestern Multnomah County through educational,
environmental, and social programs that inform residents on
relevant issues and events. SRN endeavors to better our community, encourage volunteer efforts, and openly communicate
with residents and outside organizations.

SRN Board of Directors (2014-2015)

Laurel Erhardt, President & Secretary/ 503.621.3501
president@srnpdx.org
secretary@srnpdx.org
John Eskew, Treasurer / 503.349.7031
treasurer@srnpdx.org
George Sowder, Land Use / 503.621.3552
Sue Kenney/ 503.621.3710
Brad Graff / 503.292.1614

Skyline Rural Watch Newsline

Subscribe to SRN’s weekly email newsletter of local events
and news via the link at www.srnpdx.org. Contact the Editor,
Laurel Erhardt, at newsline@srnpdx.org or 503.621.3501 to
submit items for publication

SRN Website

Visit www.srnpdx.org for more news, photos and information
about our community. If you have questions or comments,
contact the Webmaster, Agnes Kwan, at webmaster@srnpdx.
org.
The views and opinions presented herein are those of the
authors and are not necessarily endorsed by SRN or Skyline
neighborhood residents.

There's more online at

www.srnpdx.org
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Treasurer’s Report
By John Eskew

SRN Income & Expenses 2015
BEGINNING BALANCE 12/31/2014 $20,655
			
INCOME
Advertising
1,306
Donations
1,641
Summer Gathering (net)
2,940
Interest
85
		

TOTAL INCOME
		
EXPENSES
Administration
Ridge Runner
Website

5,972

TOTAL EXPENSES
		
NET INCOME/EXPENSE
		
ENDING BALANCE 12/31/15

4,849

796
3,708
345

1,123
$21,778

Thanks For Your Donations!
Many thanks to the following neighbors and
friends who recently made cash donations to
SRN:
~ Andrew Moyer
~ Charlotte Brake & Harold Rolette
~ Arlene Lehman
~ Pat Brady
~ Sharon Barthmaier

SRN relies on the financial support of the Skyline community to pursue its nonprofit, educational mission. We operate entirely on the
volunteer efforts of neighbors like you.
Donations are tax-deductible and always appreciated! Please make checks payable to SRN and
send them to John Eskew, SRN Treasurer, 15604
NW Rock Creek Rd., Portland, OR 97231.
You can also make a donation by credit card.
Please visit the link www.srnpdx.org/donatesrn on the SRN website to securely and easily
make a donation using PayPal. Thank you.
Skyline Ridge Runner

Public Services
Weed Projects: A Sign of Spring
Wow, what a wet winter and spring! This means our
weeds are well-watered and flourishing. This is the time of
the year when we marvel at the emergence of native plants,
the first green leaves of Indian plum, the joy of trilliums,
and the blooming of Pacific Dogwood. This too, is the time
to address problematic invasive plants that are very good
at out-competing our native species for habitat.

cies to control this highly invasive plant. You can find
more information about this project, and how to help by
visiting: http://www.srnpdx.org/land-stewardship. This
resident-volunteer project collaborates with WMSWCD,
Portland BES, Clean Water Services, and Metro. Residents
can drop their bagged plants off at a disposal site at the
Grange between April 11 and June 15.

10th Annual Garlic Mustard Control
Effort

SRN’s Self-Guided Roadside Tour of
Skyline Weeds

Local residents are encouraged to learn to identify
the noxious weed garlic mustard, and to participate in the
proper removal and disposal of the plants. This joint effort started in 2007 with SRN, FPNA, and Skyline Grange
residents collecting 8,200 pounds of this plant in six weeks.
Since then, this local effort has worked with multiple agen-

View up-close and personal, plants growing along our
roadsides that are on Oregon’s Noxious Weed List, and/or
are weeds of concern. This year’s tour will be May 7-15.
A guiding map can be obtained at Plainview Grocery and
at the front entrance of Skyline Grange starting May 7. ❐

Service ◆ Remodeling ◆ Repiping

CRAIG ANDERSON
We help you conserve and protect soil & water
resources on your land and in your forest for
people, wildlife and the environment. Our technical
advice is free! Contact us at 503/238-4775;
www.wmswcd.org.

Skyline Ridge Runner

PLUMBING INC.
Craig Anderson

11230 NW Plainview Rd. 503-232-1060
Plainview, OR 97231 CCB# 100658
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Land Use & Public Services
Metro Council Votes April 14 on NW Tualatin Mountain Plan
On Thursday April 14th, 2016, the NW Tualatin MounYou can access The Metropolitan Service District Webtains Draft Comprehensive plan will be completed and
site at http://www.oregonmetro.gov/public-projects/
submitted to the Metro Council for approval. The city
north-tualatin-mountains-natural-area. Towards the botcouncil meeting is open to the public, and will take place
tom of the page are documents related to the project. These
between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. at the Metro Regional Cendocuments will provide you with background informater. Many members of the Skyline
tion relating to the North Tualatin
Community have been involved
Mountains parcel acquisitions and
in the process, both serving on the
material that was available at the
stakeholder advisory committee as
various community Open Houses.
well as providing feedback during
The goal as stated on the link
the four community events over the
to "Background" on this Metro
past two years.
Webpage is to "create an incredible
The Ridge Runner has asked
visitor experience by providing the
two neighbors, Brad Graff and
opportunity to walk through a true
George Sowder, to provide opposnative habitat, an extension of the
ing viewpoints on one aspect of the
jewel that already exists in Forest
comprehensive plan – specifically
Park just to the south."
the amount of new trails that would
“Metro is taking a holistic look
be designated in one of the targeted
at natural, scenic and cultural reMetro proposes official public access and visitor
areas, McCarthy Creek.
sources, as well as management
Neighbors are welcome to at- improvements in some portions of McCarthy Creek
needs, outdoor recreation trends
tend the council meeting, and (Photo: WMSWCD)
in the region, community partnercan also use the Skyline Forum
ships, and related ideas and conat
http://srn.freeforums.net/
cerns identified through public enboard/47/nw-tualatin-mountain-comprehensive-plan to
gagement.”
provide comments and engage the neighborhood.
“The large area covered by the North Tualatin Mountains provides a lot of room to care for the habitat that voters have protected while also carefully planning opportuBackground
nities for people to enjoy it. Metro isn’t looking at each of
the four sites in isolation - but instead, creating a complete
Metro has acquired four properties in the NW Tualatin
package that protects habitat while integrating opportuniMountains, totalling 1,300 acres (Burlington Creek, Ennis
ties for access.”
Creek, McCarthy Creek and North Abbey Creek). The four
“Thanks to the parks and natural areas levy voters in
properties include a variety of special habitats, including
the region approved in 2013, Metro has the opportunity to
vast swathes of riparian and upland forests, shrub wetprovide public access at its four sites in the North Tualatin
lands and oak savannas.
Mountains. About half of the money from the levy goes
Metro acquired the properties with money from natutoward restoring and maintaining habitat, with the rest of
ral areas bond measures that voters approved in 1995 and
the money for making park improvements, offering nature
2006. In 2013, voters across the region approved a levy that
programs, providing public access to new destinations and
allows Metro to undertake large-scale restoration projects
more.” ❐
to improve natural areas, improve water quality, and provide recreational opportunities for people around the region.

Full Color Maps of Skyline Area for Sale
SRN offers a 34 x 44 inch color wall map made
by Metro that shows an aerial photo of our
boundaries in Multnomah Co., overlaid with
street names, parcel outlines, creeks, etc.
Price is $23 each. Contact srn@srnpdx.org or
503.621.9867.
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In My Opinion
Neighbors Offer Comments On Proposed Metro Plan
Public Access is Important

Put Habitat & Water Quality First

By Brad Graff

By George Sowder

Approximately 148,000 people voted in favor of the
Metro bond levy in 2013, from Multnomah, Washington,
and Clackamas Counties. This levy was passed for the
benefit of the greater Portland region, being funded by
taxes from the same.
As a member of the Stakeholder Advisory Committee, I was involved in the entire process over the past two
years. This was my first time participating in one of these
groups, and I gained a tremendous amount of respect for
the hard work by Metro to balance conflicting agendas and
points of view by various constituencies. Until two weeks
ago, I would have said I was extremely happy with the
process and the resultant proposal.
Until late February, of the 1,300 acres purchased, approximately 75% were planned to be completely untouched. I believe this is consistent with the (somewhat
conflicting) levy goals of providing water quality, wildlife,
and outdoor recreation. Keeping the vast majority free of
new trails was a good outcome. The plan included about
five new miles of trails at Burlington Creek, and 5 miles at
McCarthy Creek.
Unfortunately, at the final stakeholder advisory meeting on February 25, I lost considerable respect for the process, which had been transparent to that point. Metro presented the final draft of the plan, which was consistent with
all prior meetings and discussions, with the EXCEPTION
of McCarthy Creek. In this final plan, the amount of new
trails was reduced from about 5 miles to less than a mile
(note: this results in the increase in the overall percentage
of the 1,300 acres that is “untouched”, from 75% to 80%).
The majority of the stakeholder committee, as well as all
members of the public that attended the meeting, were opposed to this change. However, Metro is disregarding the
input.
You may ask how this happened?
It was clear to me that a very small, but very vocal minority (of both the stakeholder committee and the public),
convinced Metro that the incremental 4 miles of trails at
McCarthy creek were bad for wildlife, despite the lack of
science backing up this position. Oregon Department of
Wildlife could not confirm that McCarthy Creek is an elk
calving site, and they specifically stated the resident elk
herd is not regionally significant. Metro made the decision to eliminate a (previously) very reasonable balance
between protecting nature and providing access to nature,
and instead, submit to last minute personal pleas and lobbying.
In both scenarios, the vast majority of the 1,300 acres

By approving bond measures in 1995 and 2006, voters
asked Metro to invest a total of $360 million in protecting
water quality, wildlife habitat and outdoor recreation. The
bond specifically calls out “protecting water quality and
wildlife habitat” as the first and second goals, and outdoor
recreation as the third goal.
We can probably agree that these goals may be in conflict to a greater or lesser degree. And we can probably
agree that this is quite a contentious issue. On balance, I
feel that the bond issue’s first and second values of preserving and enhancing water quality and wildlife habitat
outweigh the third value of outdoor recreation.
If you have attended any of the public open houses
or have been tracking any of the issues surrounding these
four metro properties, you will be well aware of the “temperature" of the debate.
Specifically, how can we reconcile the desires of the
biking community’s request for single-track off-road riding opportunities within easy access to the Metropolitan
Portland population, the historical use by neighbors for
equestrian use, the dog owners' desires for areas to exercise their dogs, AND the needs of Red-legged frogs, the
need for Elk calving areas, (and other species) and the need
for undisturbed habitat areas? Hard, is it not?
Metro is actively restoring this former timber land to
a diverse native habitat, and is asking the community to
help make this natural area even better. What does this
mean? You can easily understand the competing interests.
I am sure many of you have thought long and hard on
these matters: weighed and balanced the evidence. Now
it is time to take a hard look once again at the proposed
North-Tualatin-Mountains-Access-Master-Plan-draft, and
ask ourselves, "Does this meet the sufficient standards for
securing water quality and habitat security for the diverse
(non-human) creatures that reside there?"
I will submit that Metro staff has indeed heard our
concerns for more areas of undisturbed habitat in McCarthy Creek - it has done so by reducing the extent and type
of trails in the McCarthy Creek parcel - but the extent of
proposed trails in Burlington Creek is still quite extensive.
Perhaps too extensive.
Ask yourself, "Is what is proposed sufficient for enhancing and preserving wildlife habitat?" Do not be dissuaded by thoughts that you are not educated enough, or
informed enough, or that this is better left to the experts.
You know, as they say, sometimes you just can’t have
your cake and eat it too. So, I suggest that you examine
the evidence and WEIGH IN. And here is the link: http://

Public Access is Important, p. 10➤

Put Habitat & Water Quality First, p. 10➤

Skyline Ridge Runner
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Forest, Farm & Garden
WMSWCD Presents Soil School, April 16
By Carolyn Lindberg, WMSWCD

•

Soil School 2016 will be a day packed full of information for small acreage farmers, landscapers, gardeners,
grounds managers, and anyone else who wants to improve
their soil. The health of your soil determines the health of
everything growing in it - the food you eat, and the crops
you produce.

•

When: Saturday, April 16, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(Check-in from 8:00-8:30 a.m.)
Where: PCC Rock Creek Event Center, 17705 NW
Springville Road, Portland
Cost: $30 per person or $50 for two people (Breakfast
snacks and lunch are provided)
Register: https://wmswcd.org/soil-school-2016-registration/
Attendees will learn about soil structure, composition and test analysis. Sessions also include planting for
pollinators, stormwater management, cover crops, irrigation, organic weed control, landscaping with native plants,
composting, invasive weeds, and lawn replacement methods. Finally, we will have a session on slugs and snails,
which ones you want to get rid of, and the most effective
way to control them.
Speakers/panelists to date include:
• James “Dr. Soil” Cassidy, Oregon State University
soil scientist

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dean Moberg, Natural Resources Conservation
Service
Weston Miller, OSU Extension Community & Urban Horticulturist
Kim Galland, Natural Resources Conservation
Service
Mary Logalbo, West Multnomah SWCD Urban
Conservationist
Kammy Kern-Korot, West Multnomah SWCD Senior Conservationist
Clair Klock, Clackamas SWCD, Senior Resource
Conservationist
Claudia Groth, “The Slug Lady” and OSU Master
Gardener
Michelle Delepine, West Multnomah SWCD Invasive Species Coordinator
Glen Andresen, Metro
Dave Alba, Pacific NW Coalition of Organic Land
Care Professor

Soil School 2016 is sponsored by East and West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation Districts, Tualatin Soil
and Water Conservation District, Natural Resource Conservation Service, and OSU Extension.
Breakfast snacks and lunch will be provided. For more
information, please call WMSWCD Rural Conservationist
Scott Gall at 503/238-4775, ext. 105 or email at scott@wmswcd.org. ❐

Keep up-to-the-minute with
the Skyline Newsline. Subscribe at www.srnpdx.org
NOW
ENROLLING!

Like SRN on Facebook!
Visit Skyline Ridge Neighbors' page to see the
most current happenings in our neighborhood
and add your news and comments.
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Preschool for children ages 3 – 5
www.wildwoodnatureschool.com
14140 NW
Portland, OR
OR 97231
10126
NWNewberry
Ash Ct Rd
• •Portland,
97231
408-656-6916 •• info@wildwoodnatureschool.com
info@wildwoodnatureschool.com
408-656-6916
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Forest, Farm & Garden
Be on the Lookout for Elk Suffering
By West Multnomah SWCD
Wildlife veterinarians now believe that a disease
known as “Elk hoof rot” has reached Oregon. Previously,
reports were confined to Southwest Washington. Scientists are asking hunters and others to be on the lookout for
hobbling elk, which may be a sign that their hooves are
missing or malformed by the disease.
A number of local media outlets have reported that
there is an uptick in sightings, which hasn’t surprised Julia
Burco, a veterinarian with the Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife (ODFW). She says all of the cases in Oregon
resemble the Washington cases. The biggest concern is
that the disease may travel to other livestock.
Scientists don’t know what’s causing the disease but
they have identified a specific bacterium from the genus
Treponema as the culprit, however not everyone accepts
that finding. Treponema has been linked to hoof rot in
sheep and cattle in other parts of the world, according to
the Washington Department of Agriculture. Most of the
observations of diseased elk in Oregon are in the northwest but ODFW is surveying the entire state. There is no

cure for the disease and many elk are being euthanized as
a result. Scientist fear they will not be able to contain the
disease.
West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District
Rural Conservationist Scott Gall warns that horse owners,
and especially people who ride trails, are potential vectors
for the disease. They should take precaution to clean their
horses’ hooves before but especially after riding in areas in
SW Washington and even NW Oregon since we don’t really know the extent of the disease within the state.
Washington Governor Jay Inslee has ordered a study
into whether chemicals sprayed by timber companies in
the forests are responsible. Some environmentalists say
herbicides may leave animals more susceptible to disease.
Oregon sightings may be reported by email, phone or
online at: http://www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/health_
program/elk_hoof_disease/, call 866-968-2600 or email
Wildlife.Health@state.or.us. ODFW requests that hunters
who harvest elk with infected or overgrown hooves save
the damaged hooves and contact their office to arrange for
collection. ❐

Funding Available to Plant a New Forest
By Michael Ahr, WMSWCD Forest Conservationist
We have funds available to transform underproductive ground into a lush native forest!
In our district west of the Willamette River, we have
portions of some properties where nothing productive has
been growing for a long time. Picture a field where blackberry and scotch broom has taken over and been left to
grow for several years. These areas can now be planted
with trees that will produce far better habitat in the future.
Our program offers funding to remove the unwanted, or
invasive, vegetation, and prepare the site for tree planting.
The program also helps pay for the trees and some maintenance after planting.
If the thought of taking on your five acres of blackberry and turning it into a forest frightens you, we can connect
you with crews that are great at doing this kind of work.

Most of our projects include at least some help from a contract work crew.
We are calling this initiative the Afforestation Program,
which is a term used for growing a forest in an area where
it did not recently exist. The funds come from the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and often covers
at least half of the actual costs of hiring a contract crew to
do the work.
Our forestry program has other funds for woodland
restoration including thinning, habitat enhancements, invasive species control, and wildfire risk reduction. Please
contact Forest Conservationist Michael Ahr at 503-238-4775
extension 109 or michael@wmswd.org to learn more about
these opportunities. We’d especially like to target larger
woodland properties with our Afforestation Program as
funding often works best on projects of several acres. ❐

Are you an Amazon Shopper?
Log onto https://smile.amazon.com, designate Skyline Ridge Neighbors as your
charity, and Amazon will donate a portion of every purchase to SRN.
Skyline Ridge Runner
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Forest, Land & Garden
Efforts Planned to Combat Asian Gypsy Moth Near Skyline
By Clinton E Burfitt, Oregon Dept. of Agriculture

Gypsy moths have a tremendous capability of increasing in population, which results in the destruction of urThe Asian gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar asiatica)
ban and natural forests. The establishment of gypsy moths
is a subspecies of the European gypsy moth. Similar in
threatens forest ecosystems, and results in long-term inmost ways, the Asian gypsy
creases in the use of pesticides
moth comes equipped with
by homeowners.
two additional weapons unAn eradication plan is beder its belt: 1) a much broader
ing developed for the north
host range (more than 500 trees
Portland area. It is proposed
and shrubs), and 2) the female
that about 8,000 acres would
moth’s ability to fly, enabling
be treated with an aerial applipopulations to expand quicker
cation of an organic biological
and farther than the European
pesticide, Bacillus thuringiengypsy moth.
sis kurstaki, this spring. High
Gypsy moths have four life
density trapping will follow
stages: egg, larva (caterpillar),
to monitor the success of the
pupa (cocoon), and moth. Eggs
eradication, and to pinpoint
begin hatching into caterpillars
any remaining populations.
in the spring. All of the dam- Forest defoliated by Asian Gypsy Moth (Photo: John H. Ghent,
Two public open-house
age caused by the gypsy moth USDA Forest Service)
events, coordinated by the Orehappens during the caterpilgon Department of Agriculture
lar stage, as the insects feed on
and the Oregon Invasive Speleaves during this active period
cies Council, were held to discuss
of growth. Once the caterpillars
the Asian gypsy moth eradicastop feeding, they enter the pution program. The goals of these
pal stage. Adult moths emerge in
events were to share information
10 to 14 days. Adult males have
about the Asian gypsy moth, disgrayish-brown wings and a wingcuss the eradication proposal, and
span of 1 1⁄2 inches. Adult female
to answer questions.
moths are white and larger, with
For more information please
wingspans of 3 1⁄2 inches or more.
visit the following web resources:
They do not feed in the moth stage
•
Oregon Department of
(which lasts 1 to 3 weeks); they
Agriculture: http://tinyurl.com/
Asian Gypsy Moth
only mate, and lay eggs.
h23d6pj
In 2015, this plant-eating inva•
Oregon Invasive Species
sive species was detected in Portland’s Forest Park and in
Council: www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/
the northern part of the St. Johns neighborhood. The moths
agm/ ❐
were found in traps placed throughout the region by the
Oregon Department of Agriculture.
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People of Skyline
Jimmy Boyer Remembrance
By George Sowder

music, and he found them. Jimmy’s presence elevated an
already astonishing music scene to new heights, and creJimmy Boyer, a long-time (since the 80’s) resident of
ated a legacy that will continue forever. Jim was a natural
our neighborhood (Skyline
storyteller, and his eloquent
Blvd.), and musician, died at
ability to craft a song spoke
age 47, on January 21, 2016, of
of his personal journeys, and
liver cancer. He is survived
how they related to the huby his parents, Jim and Sandy,
man experience he felt all
of Cleveland, Ohio, several
around him.
siblings, and many nieces and
He saw life as evernephews.
changing and eternal, and he
Friends gathered shortly
saw himself as a resonant part
after Jimmy died on January
of the natural world of sun
31st at his home on Skyline to
and moon, trees and clouds,
remember and celebrate Jimmountains and birds, dimenmy’s life. At that gathering,
sion, perception, and dream.
the following remembrance
He had a deep reverence for
was offered by his friends
those who came before him,
Jessi Spero and Christopher
and he was certain in his gratWebster. We feel that we can
itude for the skill and camaJimmy Boyer performing with the Freak Mountain Ramblers (Photo:
not improve on this tribute.
raderie
of those surrounding
Greg Homolka, published Portland Tribune, Feb 16, 2016)
him. He had a sublime sense
of words, rhythm and time,
and
a
gorgeous,
cinnamon-honey-sunset
voice that was a
In Remembrance of Jimmy Boyer
driveline
to
the
heart
of
spirit
and
mystery.
It was in his
(Nov. 1, 1968 - January 21, 2016)
ability to feel the soul of a song, and to serve the music in
such a humble way, that made him an exceptional player
On the 1st day of November in 1968, James Robert
with a signature sound.
Boyer’s magnificent star burst onto the scene, and from his
He was a consummate performer who commanded
first breath, the world would never be the same. Jimmy’s
great
presence on stage, and he loved the energy of the
kind, open heart and welcoming presence touched everycity.
He
suited up, and showed up, and he lived life on his
thing he came in contact with to such a degree that in living
own
terms.
He had the most wonderful, deep laugh that
his life, he left a trail of gracious beauty and song that will
could
put
anyone
at ease. He valued life and made sure
never be forgotten.
people
felt
included,
appreciated, and loved. He was an
Jimmy was born in Cleveland, Ohio, and carried his
outlaw
with
an
old
fashioned,
respectful way about him.
authentic, loyal, and hard-working midwestern ethic with
He
loved
to
be
out
&
about
"in
town", running into folks,
him wherever he went. Whatever he did, he put his whole
and
buying
gifts
for
his
friends.
He was smart, and wellheart into. His mother, Sandra, said that he was “wild
read,
and
deeply
spiritual,
and
always
curious. He was
about baseball", and played on a traveling team as a teenincredibly
compassionate
and
kind,
and
ever
ready to give
ager. And so, when his deep love of music met his love
anything
he
had
to
anyone
who
needed
it.
He
was a forof the road, he headed to New York City at the age of 18
giving
and
sweetly
sensitive
soul
with
a
thoughtful
intelliwith his guitar, following in the footsteps of his heroes to
gence
who
was
excited
by
life,
and
longed
to
connect
with
the East Village where he found work, and busked on the
others.
And,
at
the
end
of
the
day,
he
found
his
peace
and
streets until the road called him again - this time along
solace
in
the
quiet
of
the
woods
with
his
hill
family,
where
Route 66 to Flagstaff, Arizona. While he was there, his
he always returned. In remembering Jimmy, we have the
every waking and dreaming thought was of music. He
opportunity to be even more loving, caring, open-hearted,
wrote prolifically, played out constantly, made his first two
shining, inviting, and present beings in our lives, simply
recordings, and fronted his first two bands there.
because he taught us about that grace. It was his true gift.
Following a tip that Portland had a vibrant and unique
And in praising his life, and feeling the tenderness of
music scene, and liking what he saw there on a visit, he
his
passing,
we are tasked with grieving this tremendous
threw the dice once again, and made it his final move, in
loss
in
our
lives
by remembering him well, and loosening
1991, eventually landing him in the woods, up on "Freak
our
tears
to
help
the river rise up and carry his boat to the
Mountain", where he would stay.
other
side
into
the arms of his ancestors, and all of his
He was in search of a caliber of musicians who could
match his creative spark, and share his love of all types of
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Skyline Grange News
Keep Up-to-Date on Grange Activities
You can keep up-to-date with happenings at the
Grange by visiting http://www.srnpdx.org/skylinegrange.html. SRN has generously given us a section of its
website for Grange news. This provides detailed information about Skyline Grange and its activities. Check it out.
You can contact the Grange at SkylineGrange894@msn.
com. Monthly meetings are held on most second Mondays
of each month at 7:30 p.m.

Spring Activities
Spring is always busy with activities.
About 110
people attended our annual Brunch in February. Our
25th garage sale was successful, thanks to about 30 local

➤ Jimmy Boyer Remembrance, (continued from p. 9)
musical comrades and heroes. Let it rock. In this, we feel
his gracious spirit return home, and give thanks for our
immeasurably good fortunes to have crossed paths in this
lifetime with such a stunning individual, and to have had
such special and close times with him. May his beautiful and mighty echo resound (today) as he flies safely and
free, over this land that he loved and cared for so well,
his home base and his safe place. May we be blessed to
carry his kind and generous, welcoming, humble, and loving qualities within us as we draw each breath into our

➤ Public Access is Important, ( continued from p. 4)

will be preserved for wildlife and water quality.
The issue I have is the opaque process by a small number of very aggressive people to restrict McCarthy Creek to
less than a mile of new trails, depriving the 148,000 people
that voted for the measure with some access to wildlife and
outdoor recreation.
It is not too late to make your voice heard, whichever
side you are on. ❐

households who donated items, 33 volunteers, and many,
many returning and new customers. The fall garage sale
is scheduled for September 30 and October 1. If you have
clean, functioning items you would like to donate between
now and the fall sale, contact skylinegrange894@msn.com.
Proceeds from garage sales go to building maintenance and
improvement. Donations must be clean and functioning.
Our Tree & Native Plant Sale just happened, again because
of stock from quality nurseries, and lots of volunteers.

Connection to the Community
Do you desire to be more connected to your community? Consider volunteering during Grange community
events and/or consider joining Skyline Grange. Contact
us at SkylineGrange894@msn.com. ❐

futures. May his well-loved memory be dearly blessed,
and may his name live on forever in our hearts, thoughts,
words, and deeds. May it be so.
He’s on his way,
There is no question.
(Freak Mountain, 1-31-16) ❐

➤ Put Habitat & Water Quality First, (from p. 4)

www.oregonmetro.gov/public-projects/north-tualatinmountains-natural-area.
Time is short! ❐

Business Background • Local Knowledge

John Eskew
503-349-7031
jbeskew@gmail.com
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Classifieds
Wanted: Stationary recumbent bicycle (exercise
bike).  Email description to barbala@teleport.com, or call
Barbara at 503.621.3421.

derful meeting space. Stay tuned as our renovations of the
cafe progress at sweetrockfarm.com or call 503.803.8418
(Diane) or 503.803.7855 ( Bob).

Blackberry, Scotch Broom Removal, Hydraulic
Woodsplitting, Hedge Trimming. Stihl FS-250 gets in tight
spaces: fence lines, foundations, through narrow gates, on
hillsides where brush hogs can’t go. Scotch Broom pulled
with roots by Weed Wrench. Haul behind splitter rolls
to your site. Chainsaw work, cut up downed trees. Joel,
503.287.6956.

Donate your vehicle, running or not, to MIKE Program commemorating longtime SRN resident, Michael
Hartnett. Detailied instructions at www.mikeprogram.
org/vehicle_ donation to support health and mentoring
enrichment for teens.

Quality Goat Milk Soap handmade here on Skyline
ridge at Rain Barrel Acres Farm. Contact Kim.a.gardener@
gmail.com, 971.203.4750, RainBarrelAcresFarm.com.
Groundskeeper Position: 20-30 hrs per week. $2025/hr (plus PTO) depending on experience. Must have
knowledge/experience in large scale irrigation and turf
care. Please call Casselle , 503.410.1717 or email resume to
casselle.linn@gmail.com.
Live-in Spanish Speaking Nanny: We are looking for
a live-in-nanny to help us care (30 hours a week) for our 1
year old. Must be available for live-in, and must be fluent
in Spanish. $1,500/month and paid time off. Please call
Casselle, 503.410.1717 or email resume to casselle.linn@
gmail.com.

Rent the Skyline Grange. Planning an event? The
Grange may be the perfect spot. Contact Pat Barnard at
503.522.0904 or pbarnard2@aol.com. Visit www.srnpdx.
org and click Skyline Grange.
You can eliminate Scotch broom, holly and other
woody shrubs and sapling trees easily with a weed wrench.
SRN has a weed wrench loan program. We have 3 sizes
(small, medium, and large) available at no charge. Contact Sen at 503.621.3331 for the large and medium weed
wrenches located on Skyline near mile marker 15. Contact
Karen at 503.289.7169 for the small weed wrench located
on McNamee Rd.

Seeking a 2 bdrm, countryside house to rent in the
Sklyline, Helvetia or Scappoose areas. Responsible with
excellent references, and treat rental as my own. Available to move in about February 1. Please contact me at
808.212.1341 or email at lilwindo1@excite.com.
Need blackberry removed? Hire the hardworking
people at Skyberry Farm. With our growing season at an
end, we have more free time to work for you. If you are
interested in having blackberry or other invasive species
removal done on your property, send us an email to schedule an estimate: Skyberry2013@gmail.com
McCarthy Creek Remodeling Company - (ccb#206912)
- property maintenance, remodeling, house whisperer.
Call for details and rates - Don 503.705.4412.
Owen West Electric. Our specialty is service and panel changes, kitchen and bath remodels, security, and yard
lighting. 30 years of experience. CCB #29492. 503.297.6375
Office, 503.880.9512 Cell
Sweetrock Swiss Bakery is now open 6 days a week,
from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. Self-serve in the lobby; pickup your
pre-orders in the afternoons. Come choose artisan bread,
baguettes, pastries, coffee, cookies, cold drinks, and more
from our bakery in the old schoolhouse at 19189 NW Phillips Road. Future home of local farm products and a wonSkyline Ridge Runner
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Community Calendar
April 1-2, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.: Grange Tree & Native
Plant Sale. All stock from local nurseries. Native wildflowers, shrubs and trees, plus fruiting and ornamental
trees. For more info, write skylinegrange894@msn.com.

#894, 11275 NW Skyline. Everyone is welcome to attend.
SAVE THE DATE: August 6, SRN Summer Gathering
at the Plumper Pumpkin Patch.

April 16, 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.: Soil School 2016, presented by WMSWCD. For information, contact WMSWCD
Rural Conservationist Scott Gall at 503.238.4775, ext. 105 or
email at scott@wmswcd.org. Registration available here:
https://wmswcd.org/soil-school-2016-registration.
April 23, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.: SOLVE Annual Neighborhood Roadside Cleanup. Meet at the former church
opposite Skyline School for assignments, supplies, and refreshments. Please pre-register here: http://solveoregon.
org/get-involved/events/skyline-ridge-neighborhoodcleanup.
April 27, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.: Neighborhood History
Story Night and SRN Annual Meeting. Come to the Skyline Grange to hear long-time residents talk about what life
was like in the Skyline community back in the old days.
April 11, 7:30 p.m.: Monthly meeting of Skyline
Grange #894, 11275 NW Skyline. Everyone is welcome to
attend.
May 9, 7:30 p.m.: Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange
#894, 11275 NW Skyline. Everyone is welcome to attend.
June 13, 7:30 p.m.: Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange
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