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It’s Time to “Gather” Again! SRN Summer Gathering is August 6
By Laurel Erhardt, SRN Board

It’s a Fundraiser!

We’ve set the date for what promises to be another
great neighborhood gathering. The Annual Skyline Ridge
Neighborhood Association Fundraising Summer Gathering will be held Sunday August 6th from noon to 5 pm.
Thanks to our hosts the Kessinger family, we will gather
again at The Plumper Pumpkin Patch, 11435 NW Old
Cornelius Pass Road (located
near the intersection of Cornelius Pass and Skyline Blvd).
This popular annual gathering of neighbors continues
to be a fun filled afternoon for
the whole family.

We’ll have an auction as SRN’s only organized fundraising event of the year. We need you to contribute in
order to make this event a success. SRN spends approximately $5,000 a year to produce and mail the Skyline Ridge
Runner newsletter, maintain the srnpdx.org website, and
support other activities that
keep us connected and informed of community and
government events and activities within SRN as well as
surrounding communities.

What you can do to help

Story Telling!

New this year will be
time set aside for Skyline
Neighborhood Story Telling.
We look forward to hearing
historical, or history-making,
or just fun tales of our area,
past and present. If you
would like to join in with
your story, contact Rebecca
Jenkins at rebeccahtljenkins@
yahoo.com or 503.621.3392

Skyline neighbors and friends will meet at Plumper Pumpkin Patch
on August 6 for another enjoyable day of socializing, eating, playing
and, most importantly, helping support SRN (Photo: L. Erhardt)

Live Music!

There’ll be live music from the McCarthy Creek Boys
– back by popular demand.

Family Friendly!

Kids will have lots to do with organized games, art
tables, Plumper Pumpkin Patch farm animals to view, and
a play structure to expend energy on.

It’s a potluck!

This downhome neighborhood gathering depends on
you to bring a generous portion of your favorite potluck
dish for all to share. What’s considered generous? – 6 to
9 servings. In keeping with our green initiatives, please
be sure to bring your own table setting (dishes, utensils,
napkins and cups).
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Donate. SRN is a nonprofit, charitable organization, so your donations are
tax deductible to the extent
allowed by law. There will
be a silent and oral auction of
donated items. Consider putting together a theme gift basket, hand crafted items, host
a dinner party or service for
auction. Businesses that donate will be listed in the October Ridge Runner.

Volunteers Needed

Like all other SRN activities, the Gathering is run entirely by volunteers. We can really use your help before,
during and after with a variety of tasks. You can volunteer
for just an hour or the whole day - it’s up to you. And, it’s
an excellent community service opportunity for the young
adults in your household. If you would like to help, contact Rebecca Jenkins at rebeccahtljenkins@yahoo.com or
503.621.3392.
Please donate and volunteer, but most of all, come,
connect with your neighbors, and enjoy the afternoon at
our annual neighborhood get-together. ❐
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Skyline Ridge Neighbors is a nonprofit organization serving
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relevant issues and events. SRN endeavors to better our community, encourage volunteer efforts, and openly communicate
with residents and outside organizations.
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Suzanne Perra / 503.866.9289

Skyline Rural Watch Newsline

Subscribe to SRN’s weekly email newsletter of local events
and news via the link at www.srnpdx.org. Contact the Editor,
Laurel Erhardt, at newsline@srnpdx.org or 503.621.3501 to
submit items for publication

SRN Website

Visit www.srnpdx.org for more news, photos and information
about our community. If you have questions or comments,
contact the Webmaster, Agnes Kwan, at webmaster@srnpdx.
org.
The views and opinions presented herein are those of the
authors and are not necessarily endorsed by SRN or Skyline
neighborhood residents.
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Treasurer’s Report
By John Eskew

SRN Income & Expenses
BEGINNING BALANCE 12/31/2015 $21,778
			
INCOME
Advertising
278
Donations
230
Summer Gathering (net)
800
Interest
0
		

TOTAL INCOME
		
EXPENSES
Administration
Ridge Runner
Website

1,308

TOTAL EXPENSES
		
NET INCOME/EXPENSE
		
ENDING BALANCE 5/31/16

1,757

348
1,379
30

(449)
$21,329

Thanks For Your Donations!
Many thanks to the following neighbors and
friends who recently made cash donations to
SRN:
~ Jean Nixon
~ Roger Means

SRN relies on the financial support of the Skyline community to pursue its nonprofit, educational mission. We operate entirely on the
volunteer efforts of neighbors like you.
Donations are tax-deductible and always appreciated! Please make checks payable to SRN and
send them to John Eskew, SRN Treasurer, 15604
NW Rock Creek Rd., Portland, OR 97231.
You can also make a donation by credit card.
Please visit the link www.srnpdx.org/donatesrn on the SRN website to securely and easily
make a donation using PayPal. Thank you.
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Volunteers Help
Thanks to All Who Helped with SOLVE Cleanup
By Laurel Erhardt, SRN Board

the canyon. Scrambling up and down hills, using a bucket
brigade method, they picked up, and hauled out over 200
A combination of community, communication, and orbags of garbage from the steep Skyline Ridge gullies.
ganization brought together another successful SOLVE It
Co-sponsorship of the annual SOLVE neighborhood
Oregon event for our SRN neighborhood. Neighbors volclean-up is an priority commitment for SRN. It brings tounteered to cook, shop, open their home and set up for the
gether the efforts of many people to help control litter, elimmorning registration.
inate environmental hazards
Neighbors volunteered to
from potentially toxic waste,
walk the roads and pick up
and improve the appearance
litter on Logie, Morgan, Mcof our public roads. Under the
Namee, Skyline, Rockcreek,
statewide umbrella of SOLVE,
Elliot, Beck, Johnson, Shelterorganizations and agencies
nook, Brooks, and Old Coroutside our neighborhood
nelius Pass. Other neighbors
make vital contributes to the
volunteered to drive the roads
effort. They include the City
and pick up dozens of bags of
of Portland, which accepts
litter, trash, and tires.
old tires; Waste Management,
An exceptionally dediwhich provides the dumpster;
cated group (including about
and Portland Community
ten students from the PCC
College, whose students have
Fire Protection Program totackled the most challenging
gether with instructor Doug
clean-up jobs in the whole area
Smith) dove into the gullies of
for several years running. Lothe headwaters of McCarthy A hard working team of students from PCC Fire Protection Program cal resident Steve Cook takes
Creek, and dug up trash that helped reduce an old dump site on Skyline for this year’s SOLVE
care of recycling anything
had been tossed there during clean up (Photo: L. Erhard)
made out of metal. Thank you
a time that dates back to the
to our partners!
1940’s.
Thank you so much, to all
Back then, before professional waste management, the
of those who make this neighborhood such a wonderful
common method of dealing with trash was to throw it in
place to live! See ya next year! ❐

Please Help the Effort to Repair Rock Creek Road
To our friends and neighbors, we’re the folks that did
the most recent patch job on Rock Creek Road. Lots of
people thanked us while driving by, and we also saw the
thank you in the Skyline Newsline. You’re welcome. We
took the initiative, used our own money and provided all
the labor. We’d like to think that the neighborhood would
have pitched in had we asked, but we wanted to try doing
it on a small scale this time. We would be happy if other
people could take the baton and fill the holes occasionally.
To make it easier to contribute and to distribute the
costs among more of the people that use the road, there

has been an ongoing fund set up with John Eskew, SRN
treasurer. Folks can just send a check to SRN earmarked
for Rock Creek Road repair. We got a ½ ton of material at
the bulk price of $106/ton (so $53 for the ½ ton). That filled
about 10 holes. We will be happy to share our contacts and
experience.
Thanks,
Nora, Bob, Grant & Rachael ❐

There's more online at

www.srnpdx.org
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Life On the Hill
An Insect Even More Annoying Than Boxelder Bugs?!
By Kim Johnson

The bugs have another annoying feature. They become very animated in a warm room, and they fly around
We have a new visitor to our house this year. In previhaphazard like, bouncing off lights and walls, like a drunk
ous years, our winter home was full of mild mannered box
uncle at a Christmas party. They will also fly around and
elder bugs. They were on the ceiling, next to the bed, in
run into people which unfortunately signals them to emit
our coffee cups, and generally on any surface you wanted
their unpleasant odor, especially if the person is trying to
to set something down. I respected those box elder bugs
bat the crazy bug away from their face.
- they had the good sense to stay still
I decided to collect my bugs and mail
while you crushed them with a seed
them to a researcher at OSU, after seeing
catalog.
a post on social media requesting them.
Our new resident is the brown
I can only assume she was collecting the
marmorated stink bug. I didn't know
bugs for scientific reasons, but I didn't
what the word marmorated meant but I
ask because I really wanted to send five
thought it might translate from the Latin
hundred bugs by priority mail - mainly
for 'smells bad when smashed with junk
so I could tell the people in the post ofmail.' My husband informed me that
fice my package didn't contain lithium
marmorated is actually a medical term.
batteries or perfume - just the natural
It denotes a condition in which the apperfume of the marmorated stink bug.
pearance of the skin is streaked like marCollecting the bugs was no easy task.
ble. My husband also informed me that Marmorated stink bug (Photo: Susan ElI thought I had five hundred of them in
I should really know that because I used lis, Bugwood.org)
my living room but it only turned out to
to work in an insect lab. I reminded him
be fifteen. I shoved them in the priorthat was a long time ago, and I had to
ity mailer anyway, trying to ignore the
make room in my brain for other things #reallife, plus I
stench, and dutifully drove them to the post office. I have
was pretty sure insects had a chitinous exoskeleton and not
no idea if they were received, since the researcher took her
skin, so I disagreed with the bug name on principle. The
post down the next day, probably overwhelmed by the
marmorated stink bug, does however, have a brown marnumber of people wanting to send her bugs.
ble-like look to it which makes it blend in with tree trunks
We've learned to live with the stink bugs, giving them
and rustic furniture from Pottery Barn.
a wide berth, to avoid setting them off. Eventually they
The marmorated stink bug has a feature that makes it
moved out or maybe just blended in with the furniture,
rather ill suited for life inside the house. Basically it smells
hard to say, but there are definitely less of them. All in all,
really bad when you kill it. This little bug has holes in its
I'll take a box elder over a stink bug. They have the good
abdomen which can emit an odor when injured. This resense to sit still when relocated. Or smashed. And they're
ally decreased the amount of people in my household that
odor-neutral. ❐
were willing to smash the bugs. The other problem with
the bugs is that they sometimes emit the oder for no reason,
like you just walked by or you accidentally nudged them
off the rim of your coffee cup. It's like being in a house full
of nervous little dogs that express their anal glands every
time someone sneezes.

Are you an Amazon Shopper?
Log onto https://smile.amazon.com, designate Skyline Ridge Neighbors as your
charity, and Amazon will donate a portion of every purchase to SRN.
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People of Skyline
Neighbor Recognized for Wetlands Improvement Work
Long-time Skyline resident Karin Hunt was recently
honored by the Oregon State Land Board for extensive
work to improve fish and wildlife habitat at “Batwater,’
her property near Clatskanie.

place throughout Oregon.”

Praise from the Governor

Governor Kate Brown, chair of the Land Board, presented the award and praised the collaborative effort as
Project Scope
a “wonderful example of how non-profit organizations
The project restored wetlands on a 26-acre section of
worked with a private landowner to voluntarily preserve
the property, and reconwetlands” for fish and
nected it to the Columbia
wildlife habitat. She also
River. It also involved concommended the property
structing tidal channels,
owner for including people
installing large woody dein the equation: Hunt albris, altering the topogralows camping on the propphy, and planting native
erty, which has 14 tent sites
shrubs and trees to replace
and kayaks available for
invasive reed canary grass.
campers.
Karin wanted to restore
“We have such strong
the area’s natural hydrolopartnerships in our area,
gy to provide better habitat
and we are all so pleased
that the Batwater Station
for fish and other wildlife.
project was honored by
She also wanted to create
the State Land Board,”
an opportunity for people:
a natural area to enjoy the These wetlands were restored at the Batwater property near Clatskanie
said Kari Olsen-Hollander,
environment, and to learn through the sustained efforts of the landowner and public agencies (Photo:
manager of the Columbia
Soil and Water Conservaabout the value of preserv- K. Hunt)
tion District, who nominating natural habitats.
ed the project for an award.

Restoration Strategies

The project planners used innovative restoration strategies from “The Beaver Restoration Guide Book” which
touts modeling beaver behavior for restoring habitat for
fish, waterfowl, amphibians and reptiles. If the techniques
prove to be successful over time, there could be significant
cost savings in using them in designing future conservation projects, according to the project proponents.
Department of State Lands Director Jim Paul thanked
the project partners for “promoting responsible, sustainable stewardship of state natural resources. It’s encouraging to know about and honor outstanding projects taking
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Project Collaborators

The Land Board recognized the following partner
agencies in the project: Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District, Lower Columbia River Watershed Council, Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership and Bonneville
Power (funder), and landowner Karin Hunt.
Editor's Note: Adapted from a press release from the Oregon Department of State Lands accessed at www.oregon.gov/
dsl/SLB/Pages/2015_slb_awards.aspx. ❐
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In My Opinion
Neighbor Responds to Multnomah Co. Re: Road Service Cutbacks
By James Baughn
Thank you for the opportunity to express my feelings after the decision has already been made. It makes
me wonder why I am even taking the time? Just another
government decision made without prior input from those
whose lives and safety will be the MOST affected. If these
decisions are being made due to personnel shortages, then
you have a bigger problem that should be addressed.
There are valid reasons that government agencies place
personnel and resources at strategic locations throughout
their boundaries to respond to situations that need to be
quickly assessed and addressed for the safety of the community they serve. Multnomah County's long and narrow
borders exemplify the need for the de-centralization of
personnel and resources.
You state three reasons for this change which cause me
to ask these thoughtful questions.
Staffing: Why don't you quit wasting funds on frivolous items, prioritize your budget and fill the vacancies?
Why don't you create "floating positions" that could fill in
for those people who are out sick or on vacations? Those
jobs that require full teams can be scheduled in advance,
and staffed in advance. It's called planning, and the workers would know in advance when and where they need to
report with what equipment.
Prioritizing work: How much time is going to be wasted each morning, assembling personnel and equipment at
190th & Division, then caravaning from one side of Multnomah County to the other? Has anyone timed that trip in
the morning rush hour?? So the job site is reached, and it
is determined that a full team is not required to complete
the task. What then?
At what time does the work day end, job site cleaned
up, and the long trip home begin so all the equipment can
be cleaned and serviced within an 8 hour day? Or are we
paying overtime for this?
Specialized teams: I understand that there are specialized positions for road maintenance crews, e.g. dump
truck driver, excavator operator, road grader operator,
shovel holder etc., but cross-training and multi-talented
individuals should be the norm, and not the exception.

As an example, a mud slide occurs on NW Cornelius pass
road at 11 a.m. The size and magnitude and stability are
unknown. Is a specialist going to be dispatched from 190th
and Division to determine which specialized crew will be
dispatched, and when that crew will be available? I would
argue that someone from the West Hills station would arrive, size up, and determine who and what is needed in
half the time, and get the project started if stability is not
in question. That is just one example of the problems I see
occurring if centralization and specializing is allowed to
continue.
Response received April 28 from John Niyama, MC
Transportation Division:
Thanks for your feedback and concerns. Below I will
respond to some of your concerns and comments.
Road Maintenance, for many years (1980 to 2005) has
had 45 - 100 staff. Due to annexation of roads within city
limits to surrounding cities, Multnomah County -- 465 sq
miles, has 34 Road Maintenance staff to maintain 297 center line miles of roadway. The old model was great when
crew sizes were 10+ staff. We are confident that this model
will be successful as it mirrors other agencies throughout
Oregon that are significantly larger and travel a greater distance to complete work assignments---Clackamas County
1,879 sq miles, Washington County 727 sq miles, and Marion County 1,194 sq miles to name a few.
As work is scheduled in the west hills, resources will
be reporting to the "West Hills Station" in accordance to the
represented staff union contract. Surface treatment work
scheduled for June and August. At that time, crew members will be reporting to the West District Shop---cutting
back on travel time. A Road Supervisor will perform two
weekly inspections, and allocate resources and plan maintenance as needed.
Multnomah County emergency response will be no
different from other surrounding agencies: City of Portland, Washington County, and City of Gresham-----24/7.
There are strategic pieces of emergency equipment that are
staged at the district shop.
I appreciate you feedback and concern. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact me. ❐

We help you conserve and protect soil & water
resources on your land and in your forest for
people, wildlife and the environment. Our technical
advice is free! Contact us at 503/238-4775;
www.wmswcd.org.
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Forest, Land and Garden
Funding Available for Wildfire Risk Reduction
By Carolyn Myers Lindberg, WMSWCD
Thanks to the Skyline Ridge Neighbors community for
attending our Fire Safe Information Night on June 8 at the
Skyline Grange. Staff from West Multnomah Soil & Water
Conservation District were joined by forest officers from
Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) as well as Cody
Chambers from Forest Park Conservancy. The evening included two presentations.
Forest officers, including Kevin McLaughlin
(503.359.7458) from the ODF Forest Grove District, shared
information about backyard burning and agricultural
burning in the West Hills. They also discussed home improvements that can make your house more resistant to
fire. They pointed out that embers floating through the
air from a nearby fire can often ignite a home after falling
on leaves in the gutter, or materials on a deck, or entering an attic vent. The officers also talked about managing
vegetation near the house, and expanded the discussion
to practices that can reduce fire risk deeper in the forest.
Members of the audience brought up ideas that Kevin will
take back to other ODF staff and partners with whom he
collaborates in fire protection. Suggestions include better
public signage during burn bans, and clearer communication about which entity covers which areas in the West

Hills.
Michael Ahr from West Multnomah SWCD then talked about opportunities for landowners to receive technical
and financial assistance for restoration work in the forest
and around the house. He announced that the Conservation District is part of a $300,000 grant with ODF and Forest Park Conservancy to assist landowners with fire risk
reduction projects in the Greater Forest Park Conservation
Area.
The District is interested in helping people treat flammable vegetation near the house, and replace it with fire
safe plants. The District is also eager to help with further
woodland management planning and larger scale forest
health projects such as thinning and invasive species control.
If you’re interested in doing some work to reduce
fire risk near your home and elsewhere on your property,
contact Michael Ahr at 503.238.4775, ext. 109. If you live
outside of the Greater Forest Park Conservation Area, Michael can direct you to other programs that can assist you
in similar projects. ❐

WMSWCD Offers Free Meadowscaping Handbook
By Carolyn Myers Lindberg, WMSWCD
West Multnomah SWCD conservationist Mary Logalbo recently worked with many partners on a Meadowscaping publication related to turning urban lawns into pollinator habitat. It focused on small, urban lots, but could
be interesting to rural landowners as well.
Our new guide to meadowscaping for gardeners, landscape professionals and ecologists in the Willamette Valley
is now available online and in print. You can sign up to
receive a free copy or just download it from our website
at https://wmswcd.org/projects/the-meadowscapinghandbook/. To order a soft-bound copy (while supplies
last), click https://wmswcd.org/order-meadowscapinghandbook/. If you ask for the book to be sent to you by
mail, you will incur a shipping cost.
“The Meadowscaping Handbook: Designing, planting
and Managing an Urban Meadow” is a collaborative effort
with members of the Pacific Northwest Urban Meadowscaping working group and other local professionals. Rather than a technical manual, the handbook is designed as a
“how-to” publication to help gardeners, landscape professionals, and ecologists in the Willamette Valley plan, design, plant, and maintain native plant meadows on small
urban plots.
West Multnomah Urban Conservationist Mary LoSkyline Ridge Runner

galbo served as the head writer on the project and says,
“We’re pleased to offer this publication to all that have expressed an interest in meadowscaping." There is no other
handbook focused on small-scale Willamette Valley urban
meadow management, so we feel honored to be able to fill
the gap with the latest knowledge on planning and designing these important habitat features. ❐
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Forest, Land & Garden
Tree Health Problems Flare Up Again This Spring
By Glenn Ahrens, OSU Cooperative Extension
Calls to the Extension office about sick or dying trees
typically increase in late spring, and this year is no exception. Although we have had plenty of rain so far, many
trees that were stressed by the drought last year are turning brown this spring as things warm up. Douglas fir is
the most common tree reported, in keeping with its abundance. Likewise, Christmas tree growers are seeing an increase in tree problems expressed as spring is progressing.
An increasing number of western red cedar is also in
trouble. I have observed quite a bit of cedar dieback in
my area and I attribute it to drought and interactions with
other agents. I have seen Armillaria root disease on some
of the larger western red cedar that die, but the smaller
ones I have examined have had no clear pathogen signs.
Here are the most common situations:
• Drought weakens trees so that they are overcome
by other agents such as disease or insects.
• Tops and branches die back from stem canker fungi such as Phomopsis that is present in the tree.
• Twig weevils are killing just the branch tips on
young trees.

•
•
•

Bark beetles are killing just the tops.
Bark beetles in the lower stem kill the whole tree.
Bark beetles in large branches kill the main crown,
killing the tree.
• Flathead borers kill drought weakened trees.
• Trees that have had root disease for a while are
pushed over the edge and die quickly.
Drought kills trees outright as they ran out of moisture
last year, and the effects did not show up until this spring.
In general, trees that already had a “low grade infection”
or problem are often pushed over the edge by the drought
stress. These are recurrent issues – please see the following articles from past episodes for further information on
diagnosing and managing tree health problems:
•
•

http://www.oregon.gov/ODF/Documents/ForestBenefits/interactionofdrought.pdf
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/marion/
stressed-trees-show-dieback

(Reprinted from Woodland Notes, OSU Extension Clackamas & Marion Cos., May-June 2016) ❐

Upgrades Planned for TVF&R Station on Skyline
By Christina Lent, TVF&R
Neighbors have likely witnessed some activity at Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue’s Station 372 at 11645 NW Skyline
Blvd. as we prepare to seismically upgrade and remodel
the building into a multi-use station that will serve the area
for many years.
Project plans have been submitted and accepted by
Multnomah County. Plans are currently being reviewed
by the city of Portland.
Once TVF&R’s project team receives an approved
building permit from the city, construction will begin. We
anticipate that work on the site could start in June with an
anticipated completion by the end of November.
As part of the project, the station will undergo volun-

Anthony Reel, CFP®
Vice President - Investments
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tary seismic upgrades to ensure crews can respond following a major earthquake.
The remodel will also add new fitness, kitchen, dining,
dayroom, and office facilities to Station 372 as well as new
men’s and women’s shower and locker rooms, an ADA restroom, and bunk rooms. Site work also includes a new
exterior patio, ADA parking, fencing, and landscaping.
Volunteer firefighters will continue to operate out
of temporary quarters onsite during construction, and
TVF&R will continue to respond to 911 emergency calls for
service in the area.
For more information about the project, contact Public
Affairs Officer Kim Haughn at 503.259.1192. ❐

Business Background • Local Knowledge

John Eskew
503-349-7031
jbeskew@gmail.com
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Life On the Hill
Neighbors Share Personal Stories of Skyline History
By Laurel Erhardt, SRN Board

to share of the neighborhood. The evening was filled with
information, nods, smiles, and laughter. We were able to
put together a simple recording of the night and it is now
By all appearances, the SRN Spring Meeting on April
available on the srnpdx.org website – check it out! http://
27 featuring neighborhood history and storytelling was
www.srnpdx.org/story-telling-videos.html.
enjoyed by all. Over 50 neighbors and friends attended, to
There will definitely be
look at the maps, old photos
more SRN History and Storyon display, and to hear and
telling at future SRN events,
share stories.
including this year’s Summer
The evening started with
Gathering on August 6th at the
the SRN Meeting and election
Plumper Pumpkin from noon
of board members. John Esto five. (see main article for dekew was reelected for another
tails).
term and Suzanne Perra and
I was recently asked,
Rebecca Jenkins were elected
"Who were the McNamee’s? If
onto the Board. Thank you
there is a McNamee Rd, there
John, Suzann, and Rebecca.
must have been a McNamee
We look forward to working
family. And was there a Gerwith you.
mantown?" I don’t know. If
Then the story telling
you have interesting stories
began. Jim Thayer’s detailed
to tell of our neighborhood,
knowledge and back stories of
contact Rebecca Jenkins at
the oldest days on the hill was
503.621.3392 or email srn@srneducational and entertain- At SRN’s story telling night, Donald Jenkins described some of the
pdxorg and let us know! ❐
ing. Jim’s website is: http:// changes in the Skyline neighborhood that he and his family have
www.foresthiker.com. Next, witnessed since moving here in the sixties (Photo: L. Erhardt)
Jean Nixon, Pat Brady and
Don Jenkins each had stories

Educational Resources to Help You Manage Your Woodland
By Amy Grotta, OSU Extension
Every winter for the past six years I’ve taught a Basic
Woodland Management Shortcourse. This class is geared
to new property owners, or “old” owners who are new to
caring for their woodland. It’s a satisfying course to teach
because the participants always have lots of questions and
so much to learn.
But not all woodland owners can make the weekly
time commitment the course entails, and yet we know
there is high demand for information by people that are
just starting out with woodland management. So I thought
I’d devote this space to covering some other educational
resources for people who are new to all of this. Here are
four educational resources I recommend for Basic Woodland Management. Two are online and two are in-person
events.
KnowYourForest.org: Contains a learning library
with publications and videos on many topics such as tree
planting, tree identification, weeds, forest protection laws,
and many other topics. Also, a landowner assistance section provides contact information for agencies and organizations in each county that serve landowners.
“How to Manage Your Forest”: A series of online, narrated slideshows on a wide array of forest management
Skyline Ridge Runner

topics. We use many of these as homework assignments in
the Basic Woodland Management Shortcourse. Available
24/7 at: http://extensionweb.forestry.oregonstate.edu/
programs/how-manage-your-forest.
Neighbor-to-Neighbor Tours: These summer tours
are hosted by woodland owners and sponsored by the Oregon Small Woodlands Association and Oregon Forest Resources Institute. They are great events for learning how
other woodland owners do it and as their name implies,
meeting neighbors and networking. Check oswa.org for
each year’s schedule of tours.
Tree School: Tree School is over for this year, but
not too early to make plans to attend next March. This
one-day event has something for everyone with dozens
of classes and a packed exhibit hall. Call the Clackamas
County Extension office to be put on next year’s mailing
list for Tree School.
When you first move onto or become the owner of
your land, it’s good to get to know the names and faces
of your new neighbors. Not just your human neighbors!
Get acquainted with the plants growing in your new forest, too.
(Reprinted from Tall Timber Topics, OSU Extension, Columbia Co., Spring 2016) ❐
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Skyline Grange News
By Sen Speroff

Working Toward Improved Acoustics
If you have been to an event at the Grange, you know
the building has major acoustical problems. Recently an
attendee said, “I think that presentation would have been
very informative if I could have understood the speaker.”
Sound waves bounce off the hard walls, linoleum floor,
and high ceiling with exuberance. While the sound waves
party, they drown out speech clarity, making simple conversation impossible, and amplifying noise as the building
fills with people.
Finally, and with the encouragement of SRN, Skyline
Grange says, “Enough is enough. It is time to address
this problem!” We are in the midst of researching effective, economical solutions. We look forward to hosting a
community meal where attendees can actually understand
what their tablemates are saying. Skyline Grange is committed to improving its building to make it a more welcoming facility for the whole community.

Keep Up-to-Date on Grange Activities
SRN has generously given us a section of its website
for Grange news. You can keep up-to-date with happenings at the Grange by visiting www.srnpdx.org, then click
on Grange on the right. This will provide detailed information about Skyline Grange, its activities, and rental information. Check it out.
Interested in renting the Grange facilities? Contact
the Grange’s Rental Coordinator, Pat Barnard, at 503-5220904 or pbarnard2@aol.com for more details. (Please note,
though Skyline Ridge Neighbors and Skyline Grange work
closely together, they are two separate organizations. For
rental inquiries, contact the Grange.)
If you want to be more engaged in our Skyline community, consider joining the Grange and/or volunteering
with its various community events. You can contact the
Grange at SkylineGrange894@msn.com. Monthly meetings are held on most second Mondays of each month at
7:30 p.m. ❐

Fred the Furnace Expired
After 40 years of service, our faithful Lennox gas furnace has died. This summer, Fred will be replaced with a
new, more efficient furnace before cool, wet autumn days
arrive. May the next furnace live such a long, functional
life!

Fall Events
During the summer, our members take a little vacation
from the overload of Grange projects. Come Fall, we get
busy again.
Our Fall Garage Sale will be on Friday, September 30
and Saturday, October 1, 2016. Starting mid-July after the
furnace is installed, we will be accepting clean, functional
donations for the garage sale. Though garage sale donations are not tax-deductible, your donations help fund improvements to this community asset.
Our Saturday Soup Supper will occur on Saturday,
October 22, 2016, serving from 5:30-7 p.m. Mark your calendar for this delicious, made-from-scratch, popular community meal.
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NOW
ENROLLING!

Thank You
Most of the proceeds from Grange events go into
building improvement and maintenance. We thank past
donors and volunteers for your support. You have made it
possible to install a fancy, modern, expensive septic system
and upgrade the kitchen, and now we look forward to the
warmth of the new furnace and the benefits of acoustical
improvements
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Preschool for children ages 3 – 5
www.wildwoodnatureschool.com
14140 NW
Portland, OR
OR 97231
10126
NWNewberry
Ash Ct Rd
• •Portland,
97231
408-656-6916 •• info@wildwoodnatureschool.com
info@wildwoodnatureschool.com
408-656-6916
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Classifieds
Wanted: Stationary recumbent bicycle (exercise
bike).   Email description to barbala@teleport.com, or call
Barbara at 503.621.3421.
Blackberry, Scotch Broom Removal, Hydraulic Woodsplitting, Hedge Trimming. Stihl FS-250 gets in tight
spaces: fence lines, foundations, through narrow gates, on
hillsides where brush hogs can’t go. Scotch Broom pulled
with roots by Weed Wrench. Haul behind splitter rolls
to your site. Chainsaw work, cut up downed trees. Joel,
503.287.6956.
Quality Goat Milk Soap handmade here on Skyline
ridge at Rain Barrel Acres Farm. Contact Kim.a.gardener@
gmail.com, 971.203.4750, RainBarrelAcresFarm.com.

Rent the Skyline Grange. Planning an event? The
Grange may be the perfect spot. Contact Pat Barnard at
503.522.0904 or pbarnard2@aol.com. Visit www.srnpdx.
org and click Skyline Grange.
You can eliminate Scotch broom, holly, and other
woody shrubs and sapling trees easily with a weed wrench.
SRN has a weed wrench loan program. We have 3 sizes
(small, medium, and large) available at no charge. Contact Sen at 503.621.3331 for the large and medium weed
wrenches located on Skyline near mile marker 15. Contact
Karen at 503.289.7169 for the small weed wrench located
on McNamee Rd.

Groundskeeper Position: 20-30 hrs per week. $2025/hr (plus PTO) depending on experience. Must have
knowledge/experience in large scale irrigation and turf
care. Please call Casselle , 503.410.1717 or email resume to
casselle.linn@gmail.com.
Live-in Spanish Speaking Nanny: We are looking for
a live-in-nanny to help us care (30 hours a week) for our 1
year old. Must be available for live-in and must be fluent
in Spanish. $1500/month and paid time off. Please call
Casselle, 503.410.1717 or email resume to casselle.linn@
gmail.com.
Seeking a 2 bdrm., countryside house to rent in the
Skyline, Helvetia, Scappoose or Sauvie Island areas. I’m
responsible with excellent references, and treat rentals as
my own. Please contact me at 503.547.4192 or email at lilwindo1@excite.com.
Need blackberry removed? Hire the hardworking
people at Skyberry Farm. With our growing season at an
end, we have more free time to work for you. If you are
interested in having blackberry or other invasive species
removal done on your property, send us an email to schedule an estimate: Skyberry2013@gmail.com
McCarthy Creek Remodeling Company - (ccb#206912)
- property maintenance, remodeling, house whisperer Call for details and rates - Don 503.705.4412.

Skyline Memorial Gardens & Funeral Home
4101 NW Skyline Blvd., Portland, OR 97229

Since 1952 we have built enduring relationships in our
Northwest communities. We provide service with
integrity, respect and excellence.
Plan your remembrance at one of the most beautiful
vistas in the Portland area. We offer personalized life
celebrations, funeral service, cremation options,
memorialization, catering and event space.

Owen West Electric. Our specialty is service and panel changes, kitchen and bath remodels, security, and yard
lighting. 30 years of experience. CCB #29492. 503.297.6375
Office, 503.880.9512 Cell
Donate your vehicle, running or not, to MIKE Program commemorating longtime SRN resident, Michael
Hartnett. Detailied instructions at www.mikeprogram.
org/vehicle_ donation to support health and mentoring
enrichment for teens.
Skyline Ridge Runner
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Community Calendar
July 11, 7:30 p.m.: Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange
#894, 11275 NW Skyline. Everyone is welcome to attend.
August 6, Noon – 5 p.m.: SRN Summer Gathering at
the Plumper Pumpkin Patch. See full details in this issue.
Watch for updates on the Skyline Newsline email newsletter.
August 8, 7:30 p.m.: Monthly meeting of Skyline
Grange #894, 11275 NW Skyline. Everyone is welcome to
attend.
Sept. 12, 7:30 p.m.:
Monthly meeting of Skyline
Grange #894, 11275 NW Skyline. Everyone is welcome to
attend.
September 30 and October 1: Fall Garage Sale at the
Skyline Grange. Starting mid-July after the furnace is installed, we will be accepting clean, functional donations
for the garage sale. Though garage sale donations are not
tax-deductible, your donations help fund improvements to
this community asset.
October 22, 5:30-7 p.m.: Saturday Soup Supper at
the Grange. Mark your calendar for this delicious, madefrom-scratch, popular community meal.
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Service ◆ Remodeling ◆ Repiping

CRAIG ANDERSON
PLUMBING INC.
Craig Anderson

11230 NW Plainview Rd. 503-232-1060
Plainview, OR 97231 CCB# 100658
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