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By Donald Jenkins

(Editor’s Note: Part of an on-going series of stories from the 
SRN Skyline History Project). 

Most of us who live on the Hill are aware that a rail-
road cuts through our neighborhood.  Even for those who 
rarely give a thought to its existence, evidence of its pres-
ence is sometimes hard to 
miss, especially when you 
are driving up Cornelius Pass 
Road from Highway 30 and 
suddenly see train tracks dis-
appearing under you as you 
negotiate the hairpin curve 
near the top, or when you are 
out walking in the morning 
and hear the sounds of a train 
blowing its horn and revving 
up its engines as it pulls its 
load up the pass.  But doesn’t 
this seem an unlikely route 
for a railroad? What moti-
vated the people who origi-
nally built it, and why, when 
so many other railroads have 
been abandoned, is it still be-
ing used?

A Challenging Route to Build
If you trace its route over the pass from its junction 

with the St. Helens-Rainier-Astoria line (just over a half a 
mile northwest of the Sauvie Island bridge), you will be 
amazed at the challenges its builders had to face.  The 
tracks pass under the highway, which they briefly paral-
lel before making a broad curve south to begin their climb 
uphill.  As they approach the top, they turn to tunnel some 
4000 feet through solid rock under Skyline Ridge.  Then, 
shortly after emerging from the tunnel, they cross over 
Rock Creek on the Rockton Fill (originally a lengthy tres-
tle) and, nearly three quarters of a mile later, traverse Dick 
Creek on the breathtakingly high Holcomb (or Smith) tres-
tle before finally reaching the valley floor near Helvetia.  
The engineering and construction costs of seeing the proj-
ect to a successful conclusion must have been enormous. 
What could have induced the builders to pour so much 
money into it?

One of our neighbors, Leon Speroff, has written a fasci-
nating article on the history of the railroad which helps an-
swer this question.  Much of the article is devoted to show-
ing how the construction of “our” railroad related to other 
projects in the Portland area being undertaken at the same 
time.  It is a complicated story that is too long for publica-
tion in the Ridge Runner, but will soon be posted on SRN’s 
website in its history section.  It makes several points that 

are relevant here, however. 

How it All Began
The period from 1900 

to 1910 was a heyday for 
railroad construction in the 
Portland area, which was 
enjoying a population boom 
at the time; and another was 
that much of this activity re-
flected the rivalry between 
the two leading railroad ti-
tans of the era, James J. Hill 
with Northern Pacific and 
Edward H. Harriman with 
Union Pacific.  The compe-
tition between the two men 
was fierce.  Both hoped to 
capture as much of two rap-
idly growing markets as pos-

sible by these aims:
  1) providing passenger service (remember, automo-

biles were only just beginning to become available to none 
but the most wealthy at the time) and

 2) transporting timber from the still seemingly endless 
forests of western Oregon.  It was a rivalry that would ul-
timately lead to Portland having what must have been one 
of the most remarkable networks of electrified interurban 
rail transportation in the nation at the time. 

“Our” railroad was one of the last pieces to become 
a part of that network.  In 1909, Hill saw the potential in 
a small railroad, United Railways, running a line from 
downtown Portland to Linnton and Holbrook with plans 
to move on further over Cornelius Pass to the Tualatin Val-
ley where it could connect with a line to Tillamook.  He 
purchased the railway later that year but kept the transac-

A Railroad Still Runs Through Here

Men with horses and wagons bring cordwood cut from Skyline forests 
to load onto railcars for transport to market (Photo courtesy of Jean 
Nixon)

Railroad,  p. 8➤
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Thanks For Your Donations!
Many thanks to the following neighbors and 
friends who made cash donations to SRN:

~ Don Jenkins
~ Pat Wagner
~ Loretta Field
~ Floyd Nelson
~ Daniel & Janis LaVoie
~ John Mcanulty Jr.
~ Linda Humphrey
~ Lawrence Zivin

Donations are tax-deductible and always appre-
ciated!  Please make checks payable to SRN and 
send them to John Eskew, SRN Treasurer, 15604 
NW Rock Creek Rd., Portland 97231.

Treasurer's Report

By John Eskew

SRN Income & Expenses
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31, 2014

	
BEGINNING	BALANCE		01/01/2014									$18,900	
	
INCOME
Advertising																																																																						575	
Donations																																																																								420	 																																																																		
Summer	Gathering	(net)																																									4,700														
Interest																																																																																31
Merchandise	 				24					

TOTAL	INCOME																																																			5,750

EXPENSES
Administration																																																							734
Ridge	Runner																																																														2,475	 																																								
Community	Programs																																									822

TOTAL	EXPENSES																																															4,031	

NET	INCOME/(EXPENSE)																																	1,719

ENDING	BALANCE			12/15/2014															$20,619

There's more online at
www.srnpdx.org
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Public Services/Land Use

Multnomah County Considers Dark Sky Ordinance
By Adam Barber, Multnomah Co. Senior Planner

The Multnomah County Land Use and Transporta-
tion Planning Program is exploring adopting a “Dark Sky” 
program for exterior lighting in unincorporated (i.e. rural) 
Multnomah County and you can be part of guiding that 
process.  The term Dark Sky refers to the primary goal of 
shielding and directing light downward where it is need-
ed, rather than into the sky where it makes stars much 
more difficult to see.  Generally speaking, if a light bulb 
itself is visible (not hidden in the lighting fixture or shield), 
then it is likely not Dark Sky compliant.  The Dark Sky con-
cept recognizes the night sky is a community resource that 
everyone has a right to experience.

Light pollution in North America has grown worse 
each decade since the 1950s, and projections are that this 
trend will continue unless the value of night skies is recog-
nized and preserved.  Out of all of the types of pollutions 
we face, light pollution is one of the easiest and most cost 
effective to remedy and the results are immediate. 

The problem is arguably larger than aesthetics with 
studies showing nighttime light pollution makes it more 
difficult for us to be healthy.   In 2009, the American Medi-
cal Association adopted a resolution advocating for Dark 
Sky solutions.  This was based on observations that night-

time light can cause sleep disorders, weight gain, depres-
sion, diabetes and heart problems.  Simply put, we need 
dark nights for our bodies to produce the hormones re-
quired for deep rest.  Too much artificial light at night also 
has been shown to impact wildlife and fish by causing dis-
orientation and erratic behavior.  Nighttime light pollution 
can impact behaviors including migration, mating and for-
aging for food.

The County’s Planning Commission considered this 
proposal at a work session held on June 2nd, 2014, and 
we want to hear your thoughts before the public hear-
ing is scheduled.  The staff report considered at the June 
work session is available at https://multco.us/land-use-
planning/past-meetings and Multnomah County’s project 
manager is available to answer questions.  An update to 
the proposed rule changes to be considered at the Planning 
Commission’s public hearing (not yet scheduled) will be 
posted at the following location as soon as it is available: 
https://multco.us/land-use-planning/planning-commis-
sion.

More information related to light pollution is available 
from the International Dark Sky Association, http://www.
darksky.org/.  Project Contact: Adam Barber, 503.988.3043 
x 22599 or adam.t.barber@multco.us.  

By Susan Watt

The first of four open houses was held September 18th 
at the Skyline Grange to gather neighbor and stakeholder 
feedback on the four Metro properties in the North Tuala-
tin Mountains.  The second public meeting or open house 
happened at the Skyline Grange on December 2nd. 

Metro’s planning timeline includes two more oppor-
tunities for the public to voice their concerns and provide 
input.  The next open houses will be in spring and summer 
of 2015.  By the fall of 2015, Metro anticipates completing 
their comprehensive plan and having Council approval.

Metro has also convened a stakeholder advisory com-
mittee.  There have been two committee meetings led by 
Metro Staff.  At the November committee meeting, Metro 
reported that forty people attended the first open house 
and eighty comments were tabulated.  Their summary cat-
egorized the comments into the following areas of inter-
est: Conservation, Education, and Recreation.  Within each 
of these general categories are a variety of interests that 
reflect the public comments.  At the committee meeting, 
the comprehensive plan schedule was discussed.  Grant 
funding may be available and will be sought for funding 
projects at the sites.  It was also noted that each site has 

its own distinct characteristics that will influence the plans 
for access and activity opportunities.  This planning effort 
and habitat restoration at the sites was made possible by 
the 2013 tax levy.

On their website, Metro has posted lots of informa-
tion about the sites, including maps and opportunities to 
comment: www.oregonmetro.gov/public-projects-north-
tualatin-mountainsnatural-area.  Check it out if you have 
an interest in the future of these valuable natural resource 
areas.  ❐

Metro/North Tualatin Mountains Comprehensive Plan Update
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Forest, Farm & Garden

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  BETSY	  JOHNSON	  
	  	  	  STATE	  SENATOR	  
	  	  	  DISTRICT	  16	  
	   	   	  

District	  Office:	  
53894	  Airport	  Road	  (PO	  Box	  R)	  
Scappoose,	  OR	  	  97056	  
Phone:	  503.543.4046	  
Fax:	  503.543.5296	  
sen.betsyjohnson@state.or.us	  

	  
Salem	  Office:	  

900	  Court	  Street	  NE,	  S-‐209	  
Salem,	  OR	  	  97301	  

Phone:	  503.986.1716	  
sen.betsyjohnson@state.or.us	  

	  

Agencies Offer Funding Opportunities for Woodland Owners
By Michael Ahr, WMSWCD Forest Conservationist

Interested in treating invasive weeds, thinning trees, 
or planting a new forested area?  We have some programs 
that provide both technical and financial assistance to help 
you reach your goals.

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service  

The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
administers the Environmen-
tal Quality Incentives Pro-
gram (EQIP) which can help 
fund work on wooded prop-
erties in two ways:

1) Wildfire Risk Reduc-
tion:  A pool of funding is 
available to help woodland 
owners lower the risk of wild-
fire on their properties.  The 
funds can be used to thin (har-
vest selected trees) which de-
creases competition in a dense 
forest.  Also, money is avail-
able to treat invasive species 
and pile slash, both of which 
will make your woods much 
healthier, not only for the existing trees but for wildlife that 
may live there. 

2) Planting a new forest:  This program works very well 
for landowners in the Tualatin Mountains who have open 
land that they would like to convert to a forest.  It can help 
fund the work to get the land ready for planting as well as 
the cost of the trees and shrubs you want to plant.  If you 
have an area that is overtaken by invasive blackberry or 
other weeds, this is a great program to help the land grow 
something more productive for you economically, and also 

improve wildlife habitat.
Your application is due by January 16, 2015 for both of 

these NRCS programs.  Ideally, landowners would have 
more than 4 acres to enroll in the program.  Keep in mind 
that you might be eligible for improved financial assistance 

if you identify yourself as a So-
cially Disadvantaged, Begin-
ning, and Limited Resource 
Landowner.  See http://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/
portal/nrcs/main/national/
people/outreach/slbfr/.

District Funding from 
WMSWCD

The Conservation Dis-
trict’s Forestry Program will 
once again be offering finan-
cial assistance to woodland 
owners in 2015.  Our biggest 
priority this year will be to as-
sist landowners who are look-
ing to complete forest thin-
ning projects.  Other priority 
areas would address:
• Wildlife Habitat En-
hancement
• Invasive Species Control

• Creation of Defensible Space Around Homes 
(wildfire risk reduction)

• Forest Road Erosion 
If you’re interested in any of these opportunities or 

want to learn more, contact Michael Ahr, michael@wm-
swcd.org or 503.238.4775, extension 109.  A great first step 
toward all of these opportunities is a site visit from Mi-
chael, who will help you put together a Forest Stewardship 
Plan.  ❐

Upland area at Winkler habitat enhancement project in upper Bron-
son Creek watershed (near Skyline Blvd. & Springville Rd.) ready to 
be planted with oak savanna (Photo: Kammy Kern-Korot)

Service ◆ Remodeling ◆ Repiping

CRAIG ANDERSON
PLUMBING INC.

Craig Anderson

11230 NW Plainview Rd.     503-232-1060
Plainview, OR 97231     CCB# 100658
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WMSWCD Needs Your Help to Save Sturgeon Lake
By Carolyn Lindberg, WMSWCD

West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District 
(WMSWCD) is very lucky to be joining with Oregon Wild-
life Heritage Foundation on a fundraising campaign to ben-
efit Sturgeon Lake on Sauvie 
Island.  Oregon Wildlife has 
taken the lead in the effort 
by producing a video and a 
glossy publication explain-
ing the need for the massive 
restoration project, and has 
already secured some valu-
able private donations.  But 
the effort continues and we 
could use your help to save 
this important body of water.  
You can see the video and 
learn more about the proj-
ect by visiting www.oregon-
wildlife.org and clicking on 
Save Sturgeon Lake. 

Did you know that Sau-
vie Island is the largest is-
land on the Columbia River 
and one of the largest river 
islands in North America?  It 
is roughly the size of Manhattan!  And Sturgeon Lake is 
the largest lake on a river island in the United States.  The 
lake is critical habitat and a link in the Pacific Flyway for 
hundreds of thousands of migratory birds and water fowl. 

But Sturgeon Lake is at risk.  It s filling with sedi-
ment  which is not being flushed out by the Gilbert River. 
The only southern outlet to tidal influence is Dairy Creek, 

which is plugged with sand and debris from the 1996 flood.  
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has committed to fund-
ing the $6.7 million project, if WMSWCD comes up with 
the $1.7 million match.  Hence the fundraising campaign. 

The plan is to replace two failing culverts in Dairy 
Creek at Reeder Road, re-
move the sand and debris at 
the mouth of Dairy Creek, 
widen and improve the Dairy 
Creek channel and install a 
debris “boom” at the creek’s 
mouth in the Columbia River. 

Please help us save Stur-
geon Lake for the wildlife 
and hundreds of thousands 
of local residents who visit 
and enjoy the area every year.  
Please visit http://savestur-
geonlake.com/ to make a do-
nation.  ❐

A view of Sturgeon Lake looking north.  The lake is slowly filling 
with sediments and work is needed to restore the natural outflow.  
(Photo courtesy of WMSWCD)
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Life On the Hill

By Patrick Ahern

The 'Accident'
Spot was a good dog, but not too smart when she gets 

away from home.  One day she ran out into the road.  Jane 
was driving her pickup, and the next thing you know, Spot 
was underneath the truck, howling and crying.  To pay 
Jane back for hitting her, Spot jammed her head into the 
space between the gas tank and the rear axle, just to make 
Jane feel real bad.  Then Spot realized she couldn't get her 
head out of there. 

Jimmy was driving by from the other direction and 
stopped to see what happened.  Jimmy likes dogs, so he 
tried to help.  He crawled under the truck and saw Spot's 
head twisted one way and her body the other.  "Yikes", says 
Jimmy.  Then Suzie drives up, and Danny comes out of his 
house.  They heard Spot's cries.  Then some other folks ar-
rived.  It was a neighborhood gathering, but without the 
food.

The Resue 
Jimmy said, "We need a jack".  Tommy brought one, 

but it didn't help.  No one said "dumb idea" except Jimmy. 
Jimmy said, "call 911".  He was thinking "jaws of life".  No 
one said "dumb idea", but Jimmy thinks he heard a chuckle. 
Jane said, "Well, they rescue cats from trees!," so she called 
911.  She should have told them there was a cat stuck in a 
tree, not that there was a dog stuck between the gas tank 
and the rear axle, but they were very polite anyway.  Jane 
said she'd call them back once she found a cat.  There were 
plenty of trees around.

Jimmy was running out of dumb ideas. He had Spot's 
blood running down his arm.  He was scared that Spot 
would twist hard and break her neck. Suzie said she 
thought Spot was going to lose her left eye.  Jimmy kept 
saying "good boy", and scratching her ears to keep her 
calm.  She wasn't offended that Jimmy couldn't tell the dif-
ference between boys and girls. 

Then Jimmy remembered some dirty jokes he had 
heard, and that if something was in a tight spot, you 

needed to grease it up a little.  He asked someone to get 
some oil.  Danny ran back into his house to get some.  He 
grabbed a bottle of virgin olive oil, and a bottle of canola 
oil, deciding which one would be best.  Jane was with him, 
and suggested that since they weren't cooking pasta, the 
cheaper one would do. 

Suzie pours the oil over one side of Spot's head.  Jimmy 
tries to pour it over the other side, but can't get the bottle 
high enough.  Suzie reaches around the axel and pours it 
on the other side, and all over Jimmy's arm.  Jimmy would 
have preferred the olive oil, since he likes pasta.  Jimmy 
then gives Spot's head a little tug, and she pops out.  She 
staggers out from under the truck and over to Mary's car. 
Mary is her owner, and takes her to Doctor Vern, the vet. 
Dr. Vern said she would be ok, and he didn't need to do 
anything major, except take Mary's next rent payment.

The Epilogue
Spot is doing great, and will be bringing Danny a bottle 

of really cheap cooking oil next week.  And they all lived 
happily ever after!

Cast of Characters:
 Mary:       Christina Traunweiser
 Suzie:        Karin Hunt
 Spot:         Whiskers Traunweiser
 Danny:      Donald Jenkins
 Jane:          Vickie Coghill
 Tommy:    Michael Tilson
 Jimmy:      Patrick Ahern
 Dr. Vern:  Dr. Sonny at the St. John’s Companion 

Pet Clinic 

For another perspective on this true “tail,” see How Friends 
and Neighbors Helped Rescue a Dog. ❐

See Spot Run: A True Story
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Life On the Hill

How Friends and Neighbors Helped Rescue a Dog
By Vickie Coghill 

I have the best friends and neighbors!  A BIG BIG shout 
out to Patrick Ahern, Karin Hunt, Michael Tillson, Donald 
Jenkins, and a couple that I didn't know personally that 
helped me out. 

Today (Nov. 14) I ran over my friend Christina's Wire 
Hair German Shorthair dog named Whiskers.  It happened 
in front of Donald's house.  Patrick was passing me in the 
other lane just as I ran over poor Whiskers.  I don't even 
know how it happened.  I didn't hit her, I ran over her.  I 
think she ran under the middle of my truck as I was pass-
ing by but who knows.  I heard a sickening thump and a 
scream.  I thought my tire was on her or she was in bad 
shape and couldn't get up so I pulled forward a bit and Pat-
rick yelled "STOP"!  Her head was stuck and wedged un-
der my axle.  Karin (next door) heard Whiskers scream and 
came out of her house.  Patrick crawled under my truck to 
hold her head and try to free her.  Karin crawled under too. 
She and Patrick assessed the situation.  We needed to jack 
the truck up to free her head from the axle. 

A couple pulled up and I asked them to fetch Christina 
for me.  We both knew Christina but not each other. 

I called 911.  As I am on the phone, Karin sprinted 
home, grabbed Michael and a jack.  I was still on the phone 
with 911 when I saw K&M coming back.  I told 911 to not 
bother because my awesome friends were on it and we will 
deal with it.  I'll call again if needed.  I heard sweet Patrick 
talking to Whiskers and her tail was upright and wagging,  
so I had high hopes she would be fine. 

Michael jacked my truck up.  Patrick and Karin still 
couldn't free her head.  Donald and I got some Crisco oil.  
They poured it on Whiskers' head and both shouted with 
glee as her head was freed!   Just about then Christina 
pulled up.  

Whiskers crawled out and was wobbly with lacera-
tions on her face.  I had a blanket and she was wrapped up 

and whisked off to the vet. 
Can you believe that dog didn't have one broken bone 

and no horrible internal damage!?  They didn't want to 
stitch her face because of the road dirt, etc.  So she got flu-
ids, antibiotics and pain pills.  I helped Christina unload 
her tonight at home after she spent hours at the vet.

Ms. Whiskers is very sore and bruised but they say she 
will be fine. 

I am so thankful all my friends were in place at that 
dire time.  I think Whiskers would have had a different out-
come if it wasn't for the speed with which she was freed. 
Karin took charge and Patrick was the dog whisperer, belly 
down under my truck the whole time keeping Whiskers 
calm as she was in that choke hold. 

I wouldn't trade my neighbors or friends for anything!
MY HEROES!!!! 
Thank you! Thank you!

Update on Whiskers (Nov. 16).  I spoke with Christina 
today and she reported that Whiskers is doing great.  She is 
moving very slowly and is very sore but she is going potty 
outside, and eating on her own.  She is improving daily.  I 
think she will be as good as new by next weekend.  That is 
one lucky doggie and one happy Vickie, that's for sure!  ❐
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           History of Skyline 

tion secret until May of the following year when work on 
the final part of the plan, tunneling under the top of the 
pass, had already begun.  With Hill’s resources behind the 
project, its future was secured and the long history of its 
relationship with our neighborhood would begin.

During the first two decades of the railroad’s pres-
ence - and even into the early 1930s - that relationship 
was quite close.  By the sum-
mer of 1910, over 1,000 men 
were at work on the tunnel, 
most of them commuting to 
the site by rail.  The noise of 
drilling and blasting, along 
with a cacophony of other 
unfamiliar sounds caused by 
machinery, the dumping of 
debris and the frequent ar-
rival and departure of trains 
(even though they were run 
by electricity) must have been 
startling in a landscape where 
farming was still done with 
horses, and trees were felled 
with axes and two-man cross-
cut saws. 

The railroad tracks, meanwhile, had been extended 
uphill and south beyond the tunnel entrance nearly to the 
top of the pass, close to where the Plainview Grocery is 
located today.  It is sometimes said that at this point they 
formed a loop so the trains could run back downhill fac-
ing forward.  This would also have provided a convenient 
loading place for the cordwood that had already become a 
valuable source of income for many hill farmers at a time 
when almost all heating and cooking in Portland was done 
with wood.

The tunnel was finished in February, 1911, and official-
ly opened the next month, by which time it seems the tres-
tles to the west were also finished, and the line was ready 
for business all the way to its end point in Banks.  There, it 
connected to lines to Gales Creek to the south, Tillamook 
to the west and, later, Vernonia to the north.  Closer to the 
hill there was also a branch, at Bowers Junction just before 
Helvetia, which headed south to connect with the Oregon 
Electric line (which had been also been acquired by Hill) 
in Aloha. 

A Revolutionary Way To Travel 
There were two regular stations in the SRN neighbor-

hood, one in Folkenberg and the other, Rockton Station, at 
the west end of the tunnel and just before the long trestle 
built over Rock Creek.  The line provided both passenger 
and freight service and, for a while at least, maintained 
regular, fairly frequent schedules.  Moreover, fares, at least 
by present-day standards, were quite affordable.  For resi-
dents of what was then a relatively remote community 

like ours, for whom travel for any distance meant going 
by horse wagon over bumpy gravel or gravel-and-plank 
roads, the impact must have been revolutionary.  Making 
a day trip to Linnton or even Portland had suddenly be-
come possible.  United Railways' passenger service was 
never very profitable for the company, however, especially 
not in comparison with other interurban lines in the area, 
such as the Oregon Electric lines to Forest Grove and Sa-

lem, but it continued, with 
occasional cutbacks until the 
1930s, around the same time 
that the company tore down 
its electric lines and moved to 
steam engines.

On the other hand, Unit-
ed Railways fared much bet-
ter with its freight operations, 
especially after it acquired the 
Vernonia line in 1923.  Haul-
ing logs and lumber became 
a central focus of the com-
pany’s activities, and the Hill 
neighborhood also took part 
in this branch of the railroad’s 
business.  There have been a 

number of different sawmills on the Hill over the years; 
some of the more transient variety known as gyppos,  and 
some more long-lasting.  The forests up here could yield 
more logs than these mills could handle, however, and 
at least one logging company built a temporary rail line 
along lower Rock Creek to haul its logs up to the sidings 
near Rockton Station, where they could be transferred to 
larger railcars for further transit.  Such logs, along with 
others coming from places like Vernonia and Gale’s Creek 
near Forest Grove, would then be hauled to so-called log 
dumps along the Multnomah Channel where they would 
be lashed together into log rafts to be taken by tugboats to 
larger mills elsewhere along the Columbia and Willamette 
rivers.

Log rafts, which used to be a common sight on North-
west waterways, have by now pretty well disappeared, but 
hauling logs still remains a major source of income for the 
company that now owns the railroad.  In fact, logs consti-
tute virtually all the freight now moving over the pass. In-
stead of being dropped off into log dumps, however, they 
are now being hauled to a barge terminal in Rainier. And 
instead of coming from Vernonia or Gale’s Creek, they are 
coming from places as far away as Eugene.  

The Evolution of the Railroad Industry
Railroad companies, like banks and grocery store 

chains and many other companies in our society, have un-
dergone enormous changes since the end of of the second 
World War.  The United Railways merged in 1944 with 
Spokane, Portland and Seattle, another company once con-

➤Railroad (continued from p. 1) 

Rail cars of United Railways (behind the fence) are fully oaded with 
cordwood from the Skyline area (Photo courtesy of Jean Nixon)

Railroad, p. 10➤ 
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History of Skyline

Keep up-to-the-minute with 
the Skyline Newsline. Sub-
scribe at www.srnpdx.org

By Patrick Ahern

Recent construction at the old Gasco building site 
peaked my interest, once again, in the haunted-looking 
corporate office building of 
the old Portland Gas and 
Coke company  that stands as 
a silent sentinel just off high-
way 30 near Linnton. 

I was curious because of 
the well-known soil contami-
nation at the site (a superfund 
project), and my belief that 
nothing could be constructed 
there until those problems 
were corrected. 

This led to a conversation 
with Dana Bayuk from the 
DEQ, a very knowledgeable 
and helpful individual who 
explained how the redemp-
tion process works:

The general procedure in 
approaching these sites is to 
conduct a Remedial Investi-
gation and Feasibility Study 
(RI/FS).  The RI portion con-
sists of the following parts:

• conducting investi-
gative work to deter-
mine exactly what 
the contaminants are 
and where they are 
located.

• determining the risk 
to human health (in 
this case, persons 
working on the site 
or on the Willamette 
beaches of the prop-
erty).

• considering the ef-
fect of the contami-
nates on the river 
water and the wild-
life contained in them.

The FS considers what options are available for the 
cleanup, and what technologies will best address the situ-
ation.  The Gasco site is at the beginning of planning the 
FS stage now.  It is likely that a combination of different 

approaches will be used, and 
although some excavation of 
the remaining coal tar will 
most likely be conducted, 
there will be other methods 
that might prove just as effec-
tive in removing the risks to 
health and the environment. 

The new blue steel build-
ing is the beginning part of 
the process.  Its function is 
to gather the groundwater 
from the site, treat and filter 
it, and discharge it into the 
river. The building process 
did indeed remove soil from 
the site which was deposited 
at a landfill permitted to take 
contaminated soil and fill 
material.  Costs are borne by 
Northwest Natural.

Thus begins the process 
of the cleaning up the site. 
Hopefully the once grand 
old office building can be 
saved.

There is a great little vid-
eo about the building's histo-
ry and the current attempts 
to save it at: http://vimeo.
com/94880678.  See "Haunt-
ed Highways," Parts 1 and 2, 
on the SRN website.  ❐

The Portland Gas & Coke Co. plant along the Williamette River 
near Linnton dates from 1913 (Photo courtesy of Oregon Historical 
Society)

Now part of a Superfund site, the long-abandoned Gasco build-
ing faces an uncertain future (Photo courtesy of Oregon Historical 
Society)

Haunted Highway, Part 3
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Skyline Grange News

By Sen Speroff

Keep Up-to-Date on Grange Activities 

You can keep up-to-date with happenings at the 
Grange by visiting www.srnpdx.org, then click on Grange 
on the right.   SRN has generously given us a section of 
its website for Grange news.  This will provide detailed 
information about Skyline Grange and its activities.  Check 
it out.  You can contact the Grange at SkylineGrange894@
msn.com.  Monthly meetings are held on most second 
Mondays of each month at 7:30 p.m. 

Pancakes, Etc. Brunch, Feb. 22 

The 5th annual Pancake, Etc. Brunch will take place  
on Sunday, February 22, serving from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  The 
whole community is welcome!  Pumpkin pancakes, blue-
berry pancakes, cranberry-buttermilk pancakes, French 
toast, stratas, muffins, and breakfast breads will be made 
from scratch.  Enjoy fresh fruits, fresh-brewed coffee, vir-
gin minosas, and hot chocolate.  Suggested donation is $7/
adult or $15/family.  We cook, you enjoy.

Spring Garage Sale, Mar. 13-14 

Start collecting items to donate to Grange’s March Ga-
rage Sale.  Donations should be clean and in good working 

condition.  We do not accept car seats, televisions, comput-
ers, audio tapes, VHS tapes, artificial flowers, or large exer-
cise equipment.  Donations will be accepted until Monday, 
March 9 at 2 p.m.   If you would like to donate sooner, 
email the Grange or wait until February when drop-off 
dates are announced on the Newsline.  The sale will run 
on Friday, March 13 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and on Saturday, 
March 14 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Are you a garage sale enthusiast or looking for an op-
portunity to support our community?  If so, please con-
sider volunteering to help set up or man the sale.  Contact 
us if you are interested. 

Spring Tree & Native Plant Sale, April

Skyline Grange will hold its annual “Tree & Native 
Plant Sale” on a Friday and Saturday in April.  Dates will 
be announced in the Skyline Newsline.  It is not too early 
to start researching which plants and trees are best for your 
landscape.  We will have a large variety of native wildflow-
ers, shrubs and trees and a large variety of bareroot fruit-
bearing trees, shade and ornamental trees and shrubs.  If 
you would like to receive a Native Plant Pre-Order Form 
when available, email the Grange.  ❐

trolled by James Hill.  That railroad in turn merged with 
the Great Northern and others to form Burlington North-
ern in 1979, which thereby became the dominant long haul 
railroad company in the northern tier of states stretching 
from Chicago to Washington and parts of Oregon.  Various 
other mergers and buyouts followed, along with a deci-
sion to divest itself from many of the smaller, feeder lines it 
had acquired in the process.  The former United Railways 
line was one of these, and in 1997 it was sold, along with 
a group of other such lines in northwest Oregon and the 
Willamette Valley, to Genesee & Wyoming, a railroad hold-
ing company that was already actively acquiring divested 
feeder lines elsewhere in the country.  Here it quickly went 
about combining the separate lines it had purchased into 
a single entity, the Portland & Western Railroad, which 
stretches from Eugene to Astoria.  

A Longtime Skyline Resident's Hope
Our section of the railroad had been out of service 

since 1994, however, due to a fire that had destroyed a 
wooden trestle only a mile or so before the line passed 
under Highway 30.  Fortunately, the new owners chose to 
replace the trestle with a steel bridge, and within a year the 
line was back in operation.  Over the years, there has been 
talk of abandoning this portion of the Portland & Western 

Railroad, and for a while there were even suggestions that 
it should be turned into a rails-to-trails project similar to 
what happened with the Banks-to-Vernonia line that had 
also once been a part of United Railways.  But I, for one,  
would be sorry to have the sounds of passing trains go si-
lent.  “Our railroad,” as I like to call it, has been in existence 
now for over a century.  It is a living connection with the 
neighborhood’s past, and I hope it will long remain so.  ❐

          

 
  

➤Railroad (continued from p. 8)

Like SRN on Facebook!  

Visit Skyline Ridge Neighbors' page to see the 
most current happenings in our neighborhood 

and add your news and comments.
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Classifieds

Wildwood Nature School Open Play Day.  Families 
are invited to the preschool on Saturday, February 7 for sto-
rytime, a hike and treasure hunt, and nature art.  RSVP to 
nfravel@wildwoodnatureschool.com for directions and a 
schedule of events.  For more information, see the website 
at www.wildwoodnatureschool.com or call 408.656.6916.

Consulting Forester, Jay P. Worley.  Timber cruising 
and appraisals , forest management planning , timber har-
vesting and reforestation.  Decades of experience. B.S. For-
est Management OSU.   Phone  503.543.3985.

ST. Croix Hair Sheep:  Registered, purebred St. Croix 
ewe/ram lambs DOB Sept. ’14.  Parasite, foot rot resistant 
and no need for shearing as they shed.  Browsers/grazers 
and easy on fences.  Contact: Dorsey/Lee St. Croix Farm 
on Pauly Rd.   503.629.5587, priced from $150.00/$200.00.

Need blackberry removed?  Hire the hardworking 
people at Skyberry Farm.  With our growing season at an 
end, we have more free time to work for you.  If you are 
interested in having blackberry or other invasive species 
removal done on your property, send us an email to sched-
ule an estimate:  Skyberry2013@gmail.com

Petsitting, Housesitting, Babysitting. Young respon-
sible woman living on Skyline, for Petsitting: Experience 
w/dogs, cats, horses, barn animals; Housesitting: Drop-
ins or overnight; Babysitting: Preschool and up; Everyday 
help: Dog walking, gardening and errands. Call/Text Pey-
ton Chesley, 503.887.5708.  Rates and References upon re-
quest.

Owen West Electric.  Our specialty is service and pan-
el changes, kitchen and bath remodels, security and yard 
lighting. 30 years of experience. CCB  #29492. 503.297.6375 
Office, 503.880.9512 Cell

Sweetrock Farm Swiss Bakery is an artisan custom 
domestic bakery, fresh-baking delicious Swiss breads, 
pastries, savory pies, and more.  We use local ingredients 
where possible, our farm eggs and herbs.  Find us at farm-
ers markets and our farm store; we can prepare your cus-
tom order in 24 hours.  Contact Diane Vireday at sweet-
rockfarm@gmail.com or 503.803.8418.

Blackberry, Scotch Broom Removal, Hydraulic 
Woodsplitting, Hedge Trimming.  Stihl FS-250 brush cut-
ter gets in tight spaces: fence lines, foundations, through 
narrow gates, on hillsides where brush hogs can’t go. 
Scotch Broom pulled with roots by Weed Wrench.  Haul 
behind splitter rolls to your site. Chainsaw work, cut up 
downed trees. Joel, 503.287.6956.

Donate your vehicle, running or not, to MIKE Pro-
gram commemorating longtime SRN resident, Michael 
Hartnett.  Detailied instructions at www.mikeprogram.

org/vehicle_ donation to support health and mentoring 
enrichment for teens.

Rent the Skyline Grange.  Planning an event? The 
Grange may be the perfect spot.  Contact Pat Barnard at 
503.522.0904 or pbarnard2@aol.com.  Visit www.srnpdx.
org and click Skyline Grange.

Weed wrenches.  Get rid of the invasive Scotch Broom  
to prevent it from going to seed.  You can eliminate Scotch 
broom, holly and other woody shrubs and sapling trees 
easily with a weed wrench.  SRN has a weed wrench loan 
program.  We have 3 sizes (small, medium and large) avail-
able at no charge.  Contact Sen at  503.621.3331 for the large 
and medium weed wrenches located on Skyline near mile 
marker 15.  Contact Karen at 503.289.7169 for the small 
weed wrench located on McNamee Rd.

                 Anthony Reel, CFP® 
     Vice President - Investments 
                             503.841.6111 

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Trusted	  Advice.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Exceptional	  Service.	  
 
                    Liberty Capital Investment Corp. 
   1800 S.W First Avenue, Ste. 150  Portland, OR  97201 
                               Member SIPC, FINRA & MSRB 
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Community Calendar

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Jan. 12, 7:30 PM:  Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange 
#894, 11275 NW Skyline.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

Jan. 15, 7 PM:  Monthly meeting of SRN Board of Di-
rectors, 18030 NW Johnson Rd.  All neighbors are welcome 
to attend. 

Jan. 16.  Deadline to apply for government EQIP fund-
ing for wildfire risk reduction and new forest plantings.  
See story this issue for details.

Feb. 9, 7:30 PM:  Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange 
#894, 11275 NW Skyline.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

Feb. 20, 7 PM:  Monthly meeting of SRN Board of Di-
rectors.  Location TBA (contact Laurel Erhardt, president@
srnpdx.org).  All neighbors are welcome to attend.

Feb. 22, 9:30-11:30 AM:  Pancakes, Etc. Brunch at Sky-
line Grange.  Suggested donation is $7/adult or $15/fam-
ily.  “We cook, you enjoy.”

Mar. 9, 7:30 PM:  Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange 
#894, 11275 NW Skyline.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

Mar. 13-14:  Spring Garage Sale at Skyline Grange. Do-
nations will be accepted until Monday, March 9 at 2 p.m. 
The Sale will run on Friday, March 13 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and on Saturday, March 14 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Mar. 19, 7 PM:  Monthly meeting of SRN Board of Di-
rectors. Location TBA (contact Laurel Erhardt, president@
srnpdx.org).  All neighbors are welcome to attend.


