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Forest Park Initiative Featured Topic at SRN Meeting, April 29

By Laurel Erhardt

The Skyline Ridge Neighbors' annual Spring meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, April 29, at 7 p.m. at the Sky-
line Grange.  The meeting will include the election of offi-
cers, a time for neighborhood input, and a presentation by 
the director of the Forest Park Conservancy.

Election of Officers
The Spring meeting is when we hold our election of 

officers.  Our board has had significant changes in the past 
year.  Board member Valerie Fries-Wade had to resign un-
expectedly for personal reasons.  Valerie did a tremendous 
amount of work for us, and SRN is a better organization 
because of her efforts.  She looks forward to becoming ac-
tive in the community again.  Don Zerr was appointed to 
replace her as Secretary.

Brad Graff is a relatively new neighbor in the 13000 
block of Skyline.  He came to a few Board and other neigh-
borhood meetings, wanted to be more involved, and asked 
to join the Board.   He was appointed to the Board in Janu-
ary.  His skills and knowledge have already proven to be 
an asset.

Board members whose terms are expiring and who 
will be up for re-election are Sue Kinney, Laurel Erhardt 
and George Sowder.  And, how about you?  SRN bylaws 
state that we have to have 7 to 15 board members.  We wel-
come new members.  No previous experience is necessary.  
Personally, I find our meetings and volunteer time on SRN 
projects enjoyable and rewarding.  I very much enjoy get-
ting to know my neighbors and being connected to our 

By Laurel Erhardt

Once again, SRN will host a neighborhood clean-up 
for SOLVE, the organization dedicat-
ed to keeping Oregon clean.  Over the 
years, we have collected tons of gar-
bage, recycled tons of metal, hauled 
hundreds of illegally dumped tires 
for proper disposal, reported poten-
tially hazardous materials to authori-
ties, and one year, found many sacks 
of videos which all had public library 
labels (which we also reported).  It is 
sad to see the wilderness abused like 
this, but it is so rewarding to get out 
the door and help to be a part of the 
solution. 

Last year, PCC Fire Protection 
Program students volunteered their 
morning to help clean-up in our area, 
and they have committed to doing so 
again this year.  Every year, neigh-
bors near and far come for a morning 
outing and workout catered to their 
comfort level to pick up litter along 
our public roads.  Whether you feel like climbing the gul-

lies of Logie Trail or just getting the stretch of road in front 
of your house picked up, come join us in this community 
effort - a community that stretches across the State of Or-

egon.
How to join in?  On the morning of 

Saturday April 18, come to the former 
church across from Skyline School, 
11539 NW Skyline Blvd.  There, 
you will be assigned a route of your 
choosing, pick up a morning treat 
and a garbage sack, chat with your 
neighbors a bit, and be on your way.  
It would be helpful if you pre-register 
at the SOLVE website: http://sol-
veoregon.org/get-involved/events/
skyline-ridge-neighbors-solve-it. 

You would like to help but you 
are not so much into walking the 
roads picking up litter?  There are 
many ways to help.  Send us an 
email (srn@srnpdx.org) or call Lau-
rel at 503.621.3501.  We will discuss 
what you can do to help. Thank you 
for helping, and thank you for being 
a part of what makes our neighbor-

hood such a special place to live! ❐

Your Help Needed for SOLVE Annual Clean-Up, April 18

The hard-working students from the PCC Fire 
Protection Program will once again help tackle 
the toughest clean-up jobs for SOLVE  (Photo: L. 
Erhardt)
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Skyline Ridge Neighbors Inc.
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munity, encourage volunteer efforts, and openly communicate 
with residents and outside organizations.

SRN Board of Directors (2014-2015)
Laurel Erhardt, President / 503.621.3501
 president@srnpdx.org
Don Zerr, Secretary / 503.705.4412
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               treasurer@srnpdx.org
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Skyline Rural Watch Newsline
Subscribe to SRN’s weekly email newsletter of local events 
and news via the link at www.srnpdx.org. Contact the Editor, 
Laurel Erhardt, at newsline@srnpdx.org or 503.621.3501 to 
submit items for publication

SRN Website
Visit www.srnpdx.org for more news, photos and information 
about our community.  If you have questions or comments, 
contact the Webmaster, Agnes Kwan, at webmaster@srnpdx.
org.

The views and opinions presented herein are those of the 
authors and are not necessarily endorsed by SRN or Skyline 
neighborhood residents.

Thanks For Your Donations!
Many thanks to the following neighbors and 
friends who made cash donations to SRN:

~ Arlene Lehman

SRN relies on the financial support of the Sky-
line community to pursue its nonprofit, edu-
cational mission. We operate entirely on the 
volunteer efforts of neighbors like you.

Donations are tax-deductible and always appre-
ciated! Please make checks payable to SRN and 
send them to John Eskew, SRN Treasurer, 15604 
NW Rock Creek Rd., Portland, OR 97231.

You can also make a donation by credit card. 
Please visit the link www.srnpdx.org/donate-
srn on the SRN website to securely and easily 
make a donation using PayPal. 
Thank you.

Junk Mail Happens

Dear Friends,

 I live in the neighborhood just off McNamee Rd.  I, re-
cently (on January 3rd), suffered a seizure and my husband 
called 911.  It took 40 minutes for the emergency services 
to arrive.  Fortunately events turned out fairly well (I had 
a benign brain tumor causing the seizure).  I did, however, 
receive two pieces of mail upon my return from the hos-
pital that caused me so much laughter that I am confident 
my tumor did not affect my sense of humor!

Mail item #1: a solicitation for a buy-in to a helicopter 
911/emergency service.  Guaranteed to get to the emer-
gency in well less than 40 minutes and air-lift you to life-
saving facilities in minutes.  Only $600 a year to join, and 
$60 a month after that.  Actually, a pretty tempting deal,  
considering!

Mail item #2: a free drawing entry for pre-paid crema-
tion services.  Guess that one was a follow-up just in case I 
didn’t bite on item #1!

At any rate, I got a much-needed giggle out of the mail, 
and thought I would share with my friends and neighbors 
here on the hill.

Best regards,
A fellow Skyliner

There's more online at
www.srnpdx.org
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In the Community

SRN Seeks Neighborhood Help to Update its Website
By Brad Graff

SRN is considering a major upgrade to our neighbor-
hood website.  The current site has proved to be very good 
at hosting static information and archives, but we believe 
there may be value in upgrading it to provide the commu-
nity with easier access to the most relevant information up 
on the Hill.  Some of the potential upgrades include:

• Real time feeds from personal weather stations 
(e.g. Wunderground) from multiple points along 
Skyline (anyone interested in hosting?)

• Real time video feed(s), mostly for snow/ice. We 
are looking for people that have unobstructed 
views of Skyline Blvd and Cornelius Pass Road. 
Other ideas?

• Discussion forum.  This will be a moderated forum 
that could provide real-time communication for 
neighbors to post classified ads, get help on rais-
ing chickens or ducks, have an online discussion 
on road projects, etc...

• Dedicated area for police/theft/neighborhood 
watch updates

A techology committee has been formed to address 
this issue, and it has three requests for the community:

1) If you have suggestions for other things to add or 
change on the website, or are interested in hosting a weath-
er station or video camera

2) The current website is running off of an outdated 
version of the web-building software, Drupal.  We are ex-
ploring potential new web platforms or hosting services.  If 
you have experience with online website builders or con-
tent management systems, or are a web developer willing 
to help, please let us know.

3) Lastly, once we launch the new website, SRN will 
need some Skyline volunteers to help keep it up to date. 
No special computer skills needed, just internet access. 
Please let us know if you are interested in helping. 

Please contact Brad at bradgraff@gmail.com.  ❐

By Lisa Peterson

I am a music therapist, and I believe in the power 
of music.  For over twenty years, I have been discover-
ing anew the possibilities of what can happen when you 
combine music, listening, and a desire to connect, either to 
oneself, another, or a whole community.  Music can bring 
together those of us who might not find reasons or motiva-
tion to relate otherwise.  Music can help you discover parts 
of yourself that have been lying dormant.  It can re-align 
parts of yourself that have felt disjointed.  It can bridge 
the gap between thinking and feeling.  It can be fun, and a 
place “to play."

 I have landed in many parts of the world that span 
places like upstate New York, Austin, TX, Harrisburg, PA, 
Quito, Ecuador, Bussana Vecchia, Italy,  and now Linnton. 
I finally feel like I am home.  My vision is to build a com-
munity here where making music together and growing 
our musical selves is the foundation.  I invite women to 
come to my circle and bring their dreams, their musical 
selves, their listening selves, and a willingness to play.

 This Community Group meets every Thursday eve-
ning from 7:15-8:30 p.m. at the Linnton Community Center 
at 10614 Northwest Saint Helens Road, Portland.  Drop-ins 
are welcome; $10/class.  No musical experience necessary. 
Instruments that are used include singing bowls to set in-
tentions, percussion and Orff instruments for improvising. 
Orff instruments are xylophones, vibraphones and glock-
enspiels that are set up for musical success for all levels of 

playing, including no experience.  I hope to see you soon! 
For more information, please call or email Lisa Peter-

son at 503.901.6953 or lisapetersonmusic@gmail.com.  ❐

Linnton Group Seeks Women's Empowerment Through Music

Service ◆ Remodeling ◆ Repiping

CRAIG ANDERSON
PLUMBING INC.

Craig Anderson

11230 NW Plainview Rd.     503-232-1060
Plainview, OR 97231     CCB# 100658
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Life On the Hill

SRN Announces 2015 Summer Gathering, 
Aug. 8 at Plumper Pumpkin

Save the date of Saturday, August 8, for the annual 
SRN Fundraising Summer Gathering.  Plumper Pumpkin 
Patch and Tree Farm is once again donating their place as 
a venue for this community gathering.  It is a potluck with 
family and friends.  It is also an auction with an eclectic 
mix of useful, creative, fun, and bizarre items.  There will 
be useful neighborhood information available, and we 
are  hoping Don Jenkins will be there again, collecting and 
sharing our neighborhood history.

SRN spends approximately $5,000 a year to send out 
the Ridge Runner, and to maintain the Newsline and web-
site.  This is an once-a-year fundraising event to raise that 
money.  So we hope you will be a part of this Gathering 
to help support our efforts, but mostly we hope you will  
come, connect with neighbors, meet some new people, and 
re-connect with old friends.

Also, it is  not too early to commit to donating an 
auction item.  Contact Laurel at srn@srnpdx.org or call 
503.621.3501.  You can also reach out to any Board member 
listed on page 2.

Local Author Publishes His Journey 
“Down the Amazon”

McNamee Road neighbor, John Hall, has recently au-
thored a new book, Down the Amazon: A Travel Novel,  a 
title from Levedar Publishing. 

In this book, the narrator embarks on a personal quest 
of discovery related to how he will interpret the sublime 
splendor encountered in the vast Amazon basin.  The sto-
ry of the Amazon River (including its natural, social, and 
economic history) is told largely through the narrator’s 
dialogues that come from his interactions with the curious 
characters who make their homes within this tropical belt, 
or who, like the narrator, are also traveling through. 

The book falls under the genre of travel fiction, runs 
272 pages, and includes over 50 black and white images.  A 
portion of the book’s images can be found at johnhallpub-
lications.com/publications/down-the-amazon-graphics/.

Printed copies of the book are available through the 
author (joao.battaile.autor@gmail.com or 503.706.5767). 
The book can also be ordered via Amazon Books, or down-
loaded as an e-book through Kindle eBooks or Apple's  
iBooks. 

Student Sponsorship Needed

I work as a Special Ed teacher in Portland Public 
Schools.  I have a student who needs additional assistance 
in reading.  This summer, there is a reading institute at 
University of Portland which would be very beneficial for 
him to attend.  His family is not able to afford the tuition. 
If anyone would like to sponsor this young man to attend 
this summer program, it would be greatly appreciated. 
The cost is $125.  Please contact Steve Fradkin at sfradkin@
pps.net.  Thank you.

Blood Drive at Skyline School, April 14

Skyline School is sponsoring their first blood drive 
for the greater Skyline community.  The need for blood 
is great and constant.  Every 2 seconds, someone in the 
United States needs blood.  While technology has changed 
dramatically, such as quicker access to information on the 
internet for students, we must still obtain blood the old-
fashioned way: one arm at a time.  Please join us as our 
community rallies to support those who need blood prod-
ucts to live and to lead healthy lives.  The blood drive is on 
Tuesday, April 14, from 3:30 p.m. to 8p.m.   Please sign up 
to donate today by going to www.redcrossblood.org and 
use sponsor code Skyline School.  You may also call Staci 
Crane at 971.803.8469.  ❐

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  BETSY	  JOHNSON	  
	  	  	  STATE	  SENATOR	  
	  	  	  DISTRICT	  16	  
	   	   	  

District	  Office:	  
53894	  Airport	  Road	  (PO	  Box	  R)	  
Scappoose,	  OR	  	  97056	  
Phone:	  503.543.4046	  
Fax:	  503.543.5296	  
sen.betsyjohnson@state.or.us	  

	  
Salem	  Office:	  

900	  Court	  Street	  NE,	  S-‐209	  
Salem,	  OR	  	  97301	  

Phone:	  503.986.1716	  
sen.betsyjohnson@state.or.us	  
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Life On the Hill

Wildfires Can Happen Here: Take Steps Now to Reduce Risks
By Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue

With this year’s mild winter weather, it is important 
for homeowners to take steps this spring to help protect 
their property from potential wildfires this summer.

During a wildfire, time is crucial and resources are lim-
ited.  What you have done be-
fore a fire strikes may deter-
mine whether firefighters are 
able to save your home.

Tualatin Valley Fire & 
Rescue has taken deliberate 
steps in the past 20 years to 
ensure a quick and effective 
response to wildfire, includ-
ing investing in specialized 
wildland vehicles and equip-
ment.  Firefighters also par-
ticipate in hands-on training, 
and TVF&R offers compli-
mentary inspections to dis-
cuss preventative measures 
with homeowners who reside 
on steep hillsides and in rural 
areas on the edges of town.

Spring is the perfect time to create “survivable space” 
— a 30-foot safety zone around your home that may help 
firefighters safely protect a home. 

To create this space, homeowners are encouraged to 
take the following steps:

• De-limb trees at least 10 feet up from the ground 
and cut back tree limbs hanging over your roof.

• Remove leaves, brush, and other debris from your 
gutters and underneath decks and crawlspaces.

• Regularly mow and wa-
ter lawns and other green 
belts on your property.
• Plant low-growing, 
fire-resistant plants such as 
groundcover, perennials, and 
annuals near your home.
• Access to your prop-
erty is also crucial.  Ensure 
firefighters can quickly find 
your home by posting your 
address at the end of a long 
driveway. 
• To make sure crews can 
safely access your property, 
cut back overhanging tree 
limbs.  Driveways should be 
at least 12 feet wide and have 

10 feet of vegetation clearance from the centerline 
out and about 14 feet overhead. 

For more information about wildfire tips, visit www.
tvfr.com.  ❐

TVF&R encourages homeowners to take steps this spring to reduce 
wildfire risks this summer (Photo: TVF&R)

Poekoelan Tjmindie Tulen 
By Christina Traunweiser and Teammates

Poekoelan Tjmindie Tulen is a rare martial art, origi-
nating in Indonesia and brought to this country in 1956 by 
Mas Goeroe Agoeng Willy Wetzel.

Our motto is, “Compassionate Balanced Action."  We 
practice a  “broken mirror” system, meaning that each in-
dividual carries their own set of strengths to be explored 
and enhanced.  Anyone of any age, physical type, or ath-
letic ability can learn this art.   The goal is not necessarily to 
be the fiercest fighter, but to learn something for yourself, 
and to grow in mental, physical and spiritual health.  We 
learn to fight so that we never have to.

We can adapt each aspect of training for anyone who 
truly wants to learn our art.  Student enrollment starts as 
young as 6 years old.  I started training at the age of 62.  
I can’t fly around like a teenager, but then I don’t expect 
myself to.  I learned to do everything with a few modifica-
tions and feel the benefits of my training in every aspect of 
my life.  One of my favorite teammates in the early days 
of training was a man who had only one leg and practiced 
from his motorized wheelchair.  There really are no limits.

We begin class by lining up, and greeting each other 

and our teachers with a bow of respect.  This is followed 
by a short meditation, taking a quiet moment for ourselves 
to let go of what came before and begin focusing on the 
lessons to be learned.  Next, we warm up our bodies with 
joint rotations and warm up exercises, then move on to the 
day’s lesson.  The first 18 weeks of training are dedicated 
to self defense.  Each student learns how to defend against 
108 different attacks.  Techniques learned include body 
alignment and the use of balance and leverage rather than 
brute strength and muscle.  Over the course of our train-
ing, we practice and refine these movements until each one 
can be executed automatically, with speed and precision.

Advanced training draws on the movements of four 
animals.  The monkey is the quick trickster.  The crane has 
lethal wing-tips and feet.  The tiger is powerful and fierce, 
teaching us to fight on the ground; if someone takes us 
down we can recover and save ourselves.  The snake can 
fight at all levels and slides effortlessly out of tough situa-
tions.  We embrace and train all aspects of these animals in 
the same broken mirror system, finding our own rhythm, 
movement, and fighting style.   In addition to fighting 

Poekoelan Tjmindie Tulen, p. 8➤ 
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Forest, Farm & Garden

By Sen Speroff

This is the time of the year when we marvel at the 
emergence of native plants, the laughter of daffodils, the 
brilliance of rhodies and flowering trees.  This too, is the 
time to address problematic invasive plants that are very 
good at out-competing our native species for habitat.  
Though many agencies are devoting much time and money 
to truly control these bad plants, they need involvement of 
local residents.  There is plenty of opportunity for you to 
learn about and be a part of the efforts to reduce the havoc 
these plants have on our healthy native habitat.  Here are 
some upcoming events:

9th Annual Garlic Mustard Control Effort,  April 
1 - June 15

Local residents are encouraged to learn to identify the 
noxious weed garlic mustard, then to participate in the 
proper removal and disposal of the plants.  This joint effort 
started in 2007 with SRN residents, FPNA, and Skyline 
Grange, collecting 8,200 pounds of this plant in 6 weeks.  
Since then, this local effort has worked with multiple 
agencies to control this highly invasive plant.  You can find 
more information about this project, and how to help by 
visiting: http://www.srnpdx.org/land-stewardship.  This 
resident-volunteer project collaborates with WMSWCD, 
Portland BES, Clean Water Services, and Metro.  Residents 
can drop their bagged plants off at a disposal site at the 
Grange between April 1 and June 15. 

WMSWCD Weed Watchers Program, April 2-29

Skyline Grange will host this event presented by the 
West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District on 
Thursday, April 2 at 6:30 p.m..  Learn about weeds that will 
be coming to our neighborhood, and if left unchecked, will 
infest and become major, expensive problems.  Learn how 
to identify them, and to which agencies you should report 
if you find one of these plants.  The program repeats at 
other locations in April; see the story in this issue on garlic 
mustard for the Weed Watchers schedule.

FPNA’s SOLVE Garlic Mustard Pull, April 18

As part of its SOLVE day, Forest Park Neighborhood 
Association targets the removal of garlic mustard, in 
addition to its usual picking up of trash, cigarette butts, 
and other disgusting stuff littering our roadsides.  This will 
occur on Saturday, April 18.   Sign up at http://solveoregon.
org/get-involved/events/forest-park-neighborhood-
street-cleanup.

Self-Guided Roadside Tour of Skyline Weeds, May 
16-24

Get a close up and personal view of plants growing 
along our roadsides that are on Oregon’s Noxious Weed 
List and/or are weeds of concern.  This year’s tour will 
be from May 16-24.   A guide map can be obtained at 
Plainview Grocery and at the front entrance of Skyline 
Grange starting May 16.  ❐

Local Weed Projects Are a Sign of Spring

Business Background • Local Knowledge

503-349-7031  
jbeskew@gmail.com

John Eskew

Keep up-to-the-minute with 
the Skyline Newsline. Sub-
scribe at www.srnpdx.org
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Forest, Farm & Garden

Community Efforts Gaining on Garlic 
Mustard Control

By Michelle Delepine, WMSWCD

In 2007, Sen Speroff and other interested Skyline area 
homeowners started the Skyline Residents Garlic Mustard 
Control Project to get a jump on early sightings of this in-
vasive weed.  Speroff says, “Despite 
our watchfulness, almost overnight, it 
seemed garlic mustard lined Skyline 
from Newberry to Burnside.” 

Thanks to SRN's ability to get 
the word out to many local residents, 
a 6-week garlic mustard pull was 
planned. With the support of WM-
SWCD and a disposal voucher from 
Metro, residents pulled a total of 
8,200 pounds of the plant.  The City of 
Portland, WMSWCD, and Clean Wa-
ter Services joined in the effort.  Sen 
says they have been monitoring and 
pulling every spring, pulling only 
300 pounds this last year.  Nearly 500 
acres of roadway, stream, park and 
other West Hills properties were sur-
veyed and spot treated.  Speroff adds 
that it is fortunate that residents got started early, so we can 
still see native plants such as trillium, yellow wood violets, 
fawn lilies, and Pacific bleeding heart.  

Garlic mustard control has been supported by Oregon 
State Weed Board grants beginning in 2009, and the num-
ber of plants has dropped dramatically after three to four 
years of control.  Treatment is needed every spring since 
the seeds remain viable for years. The Portland Garlic 
Mustard Partners have just received another Weed Board 
grant to target sites in Forest Park, Forest Heights and sev-
eral private properties. The City of Portland, Bureau of 
Environmental Services will also be controlling roadside 
populations. You can keep up to date with their progress at 
www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/garlicmustard.

If you have garlic mustard on your property and need 
a free survey and weed control, contact Michelle Delepine 
at the Conservation District (503.238.4775, ext. 115 or mi-
chelle@wmswcd.org).

Weed Watchers Workshops, April 2-29

If you would like training on how to identify garlic 
mustard and other high priority weed species, attend one 
of these upcoming Weed Watchers workshops:

• Skyline Grange – April 2nd, 2015, 6:30 -8:30 p.m. 
Register by clicking on “Events” at www.wm-
swcd.org and filling out the form.  

• Cedar Mill – April 9th, 2015, Leedy Grange 6:00 
-8:00 p.m. Contact Jennifer Nelson at Tualatin 

SWCD, tualatinswcd@gmail.com, 503.648.3174, 
ext. 121.

• Scappoose City Council Chambers – April 14th, 
2015, 6:30 -8:30 p.m.  Contact Pat Welle, Scappoose 
Bay Watershed Council, pat@scappoosebay-wc.

org, 503.397.7904.   
• North Plains – April 28th, 2015, 
Jessie Mays Community Center, 6:00 
-8:00 p.m. Contact Jennifer Nelson at 
Tualatin SWCD, tualatinswcd@gmail.
com, 503.648.3174, ext. 121.
• Southwest Community Center – 
April 29th, 2015, 6:30 -8:30 p.m.  Reg-
ister by clicking “Events” at www.
wmswcd.org.

FREE Ivy Removal For Your 
Trees

If your property drains to the 
Multnomah Channel, you may be 
eligible for a special tree ivy removal 
program from West Multnomah Soil 

& Water Conservation District.  The Conservation District 
launched a Rural Canopy Weeds Program in 2012 to help 
landowners control the English ivy growing up their trees.   
Since 2012, we have helped more than 50 landowners con-
trol tree ivy on 488 acres.  This invasive vine can grow into 
a tree canopy, acting like an umbrella over the trees, and 
eventually kill them.  The Conservation District pays con-
tractors to cut the ivy from the tree and all you have to do is 
agree to maintain the trees in the future.  We can also help 
you get rid of invasive English holly.

Landowners who live on or near the following roads 
may be eligible: McNamee, Cornelius Pass, Sheltered 
Nook, Logie Trail, Morgan, Rocky Point, and Skyline (from 
McNamee to Rocky Point). 

If you are interested, and live near the above roads, 
please contact Laura Taylor at 503.238.4775 ext. 112 or 
laura@wmswcd.org for more information and to get a one 
page application form.  ❐

We help you conserve and protect soil & water  
resources on your land and in your forest for    

people, wildlife and the environment. Our technical 
advice is free! Contact us at 503/238-4775; 

www.wmswcd.org. 

Garlic mustard is a nasty invasive weed (Photo: 
WMSWCD)
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Forest, Farm & Garden

By Kammy Kern-Korot, WMSWCD

 As part of its continued emphasis on McCarthy Creek, 
West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District has 
just finished planting 4,000 native trees and shrubs along 
the creek banks.  McCarthy flows into the Multnomah 
Channel and is an important 
salmon-bearing stream in the 
District.  The planting was 
done at the Native American 
Rehabilitation Association 
(NARA) and a neighboring 
private property at Cornelius 
Pass Road and Highway 30.  

The project is part of a 
multi-year effort to control 
invasive Japanese knotweed 
at properties along the creek, 
and to restore streamside ar-
eas up and down the lower 
and middle reaches of Mc-
Carthy Creek.  The Conserva-
tion District has used its own 
funds along with some out-
side sources to remove a large 
amount of invasive weeds 
and install native plants in 
their place.  The plants are in-
stalled within 50 feet of each 
side of the stream for two total acres of riparian habitat. 

The site poses both challenges and opportunities be-
cause we share the site with beavers.  They take down trees 
and build dams, which create wetlands and provide pools 
for salmon and other fish to hide in.  Much of this lower 
stretch now contains long pools behind beaver dams.  The 
beavers have even felled some trees as high as NARA’s 
playing fields which NARA has decided to top and leave 
for wildlife snags.

Many NARA residents are of Native-American heri-

tage, and are interested in learning about the traditional 
uses of the native plants we are installing, including Or-
egon white oak, whose acorns provided an important food 
source along with Pacific salmon.  The Conservation Dis-
trict and State Department of Fish and Wildlife found ju-
venile Chinook salmon in McCarthy Creek a couple years 

back, which was a surprise.  
Experts thought the creek 
only contained Coho.   Brook 
lamprey and lots of large, 
healthy cutthroat trout were 
also found.  On planting day 
in late February, District staff 
made an impromptu presen-
tation on our work to some 30 
NARA residents, who were 
inspired enough to help pull 
English ivy and liberate two 
trees! 

This year, including the 
project on McCarthy Creek, 
WMSWCD oversaw plant-
ing of about 16,000 native 
trees and shrubs at 12 stream, 
pond and upland habitat sites 
in the West Hills and Sauvie 
Island.  In addition to mul-
tiple riparian areas - where 
denuded or weed-infested 

streamsides are restored - several open, upland sites re-
ceived Oregon white oaks and valley pines and/or native 
plant hedgerows.  These numbers do not include all our 
upland forest sites.

For more information about our McCarthy Creek res-
toration work (particularly if you are a landowner on the 
creek or in the watershed) or to learn about our July stream 
clean-up, contact Senior Conservationist Kammy Kern-
Korot at kammy@wmswcd.org.  ❐

WMSWCD Restoration Efforts Focus on McCarthy Creek

Volunteers from NARA plant native trees along McCarthy Creek as 
part of WMSWCD’s riparian habitat restoration effort
 (Photo: K. Kern-Korot)

➤Poekoelan Tjmindie Tulen (continued from p. 5)
skills, we also train in the healing power of each of these 
four animals.

We use the Indonesian word Goeroe to define our 
teachers instead of the more common term Sensea.  We are 
fortunate to have two instructors in our school who have 
achieved this rank.  Together they have a total of over 50 
years experience.

Beginning classes take place on Tuesday nights from 
6:30 - 7:30p.m. at the Skyline Grange.  We ask a $5.00 dona-
tion per person per class to offset expenses and obtain more 
equipment.  Students are asked to wear loose clothing that 
allows freedom of movement.   Uniforms are available for 
purchase; participants are encouraged, but not required to 

wear them.
Later on, we learn “forms” which are in essence skits, 

demonstrating many ways of dealing with multiple at-
tacks.

We practice fighting, but not fighting to win a match.  
It is more to sharpen our skills in case they are ever needed.

We know that most people will not encounter such at-
tacks in the real world, but they can happen, and being 
prepared will bring a safe conclusion for the person who 
knows self-defense.  ❐
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Forest, Farm & Garden

By Yuxing Zheng, Metro 

Metro will hold a community open house in late 
spring as part of a months-long effort to plan the future 
of four properties in the North Tualatin Mountains.  At 
that meeting, Metro staff plans to share the results of in-
put from hundreds of community members in recent 
months.  Several options for 
each of the properties will be 
presented, and feedback will 
be sought.  “The intent is to 
bring well-thought-out ideas 
to the public,” said Dave El-
kin, a senior regional planner 
at Metro who is leading the 
North Tualatin Mountains 
planning project.  “We’re try-
ing to find an approach that 
is well-balanced, meets peo-
ple’s goals, and is within the 
project budget and timeline.”

Metro’s four sites – Bur-
lington Creek, Ennis Creek, 
McCarthy Creek, and North 
Abbey Creek natural areas – 
total about 1,300 acres.  The large area provides Metro a 
lot of room to care for the habitat, while also providing op-
portunities for its enjoyment by the public.  The upcoming 
meeting will build on two community open houses on the 
project that were held in September and December, 2014.

Input From Community Open Houses
At the December 2 open house, more than 200 com-

munity members packed the Skyline Grange.  Many in 
the audience were off-road cyclists who wanted to see 
Metro accommodate off-road cycling in the North Tualatin 
Mountains.  Few off-road cycling opportunities currently 
exist in the Portland metro region, they said.   Metro is con-
sidering some options that could allow off-road cycling as 
well as hiking, trail running, wildlife viewing, picnicking, 
or other activities.  Habitat restoration, conservation edu-
cation, volunteering, and other priorities have also been 
identified by community members at that meeting.  Sever-
al old logging roads in the four sites can be used as future 
trails, in addition to new ones being created.

Elkin and his colleagues face several challenges as they 
consider design options for the sites.  “I think the biggest 
challenge we saw is the unique topography,” Elkin said. 
“There are some challenges in getting people safely off the 
roads and onto the site.”  The winding roads in the area cre-
ate a number of blind curves.  Steep slopes in other spots 
make public access tricky.  Staff must also weigh budget 
realities as they consider the possibilities. 

While recreational activities and public access will 

play pivotal roles in the project, so too, will conservation 
and restoration opportunities. 

Conservation Opportunities
The four properties include a variety of special habi-

tats, including vast swathes of riparian and upland for-
ests, shrub wetlands, and oak 
savannas.  Although each 
site individually offers prime 
habitat, such large parcels 
provide even greater benefits 
collectively in serving as cru-
cial connections between For-
est Park and the Coast Range.  
The properties help knit to-
gether vital corridors for na-
tive fish and wildlife to access 
larger areas of habitat.  For 
instance, the properties are al-
ready home to native elk and 
Northern red-legged frogs, 
which the state lists as a sensi-
tive species under threat.  

The planning effort, res-
toration work, and other im-

provements are all made possible, by the region’s voters.  
Metro acquired the properties with money from natural ar-
eas bond measures that voters approved in 1995 and 2006.  
As the planning effort proceeds, restoration work contin-
ues with the aim of protecting water quality, enhancing 
wildlife habitat, and restoring stream and forest functions.

Restoration Work in North Abbey Creek
In January, about 20,000 native shrubs and trees, in-

cluding baldhip roses, red elderberries, and Sitka willow  
were planted in the North Abbey Creek Natural Area by 
Metro crews.  Previous property owners cleared the native 
headwater forests to create grazing land, resulting in the 
loss of trees and shrubs.  Winter rain battering the ground 
led  to incised channels and slumped stream banks, send-
ing  soil coursing down to Rock Creek and onto the Tu-
alatin River.  Over time, the plants will transform the 
landscape of the tiny headwater streams that form North 
Abbey Creek.    Although the restoration of the forest will 
take decades to develop, changes in the hydrology of the 
site and the wildlife will likely begin to take shape in a few 
years.  Volunteers are also helping in the effort.  In late Feb-
ruary, students from Self Enhancement, Inc. planted hun-
dreds of native shrubs to attract pollinators and wildlife. 

For more information on the North Tualatin Moun-
tains project, please visit oregonmetro.gov/northtualatin. 
❐

Metro's Update On North Tualatin Mountains Restoration Projects

Native trees and shrubs being planted in January at the North Ab-
bey Crrek natural area (Photo: Metro)
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Skyline Grange News

By Sen Speroff

Tree & Native Plant Sale, April 3-4

Skyline Grange’s 10th annual Tree & Native Plant Sale 
will be on Friday-Saturday, April 3-4, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  All 
stock is from licensed local nurseries.  In the Native Plant 
Section, there will be 85+ species of wildflowers, shrubs 
and trees.   In the Bareroot Section, there will be a wide 
selection of fruit-bearing trees, shade and ornamental trees 
and shrubs.  Contact skylinegrange894@msn.com for de-
tails.

Garage Sale

Our spring garage sale was a great success, thanks to 
the 35+ households donating a large array of items, and 
to an entertaining group of hard-working volunteers.  The 
fall garage sale is scheduled for October 2-3.  If you have 

clean, functioning items you would like to donate between 
now and the fall sale, contact skylinegrange894@msn.com.  
Proceeds from this sale will go to securing our new septic 
system with fencing.   

Keep Up-to-Date on Grange Activities 

You can keep up-to-date with happenings at the 
Grange by visiting www.srnpdx.org, then click on Grange 
on the right.  SRN has generously given us a section of its 
website for Grange news.  This will provide detailed in-
formation about Skyline Grange and its activities.  Check 
it out.  You can contact the Grange at skylinegrange894@
msn.com.  Monthly meetings are held on most second 
Mondays of each month at 7:30 p.m. ❐

➤SRN Meeting, (continued from p. 1)

Full Color Maps of Skyline Area for Sale

SRN offers a 34 x 44 inch color wall map made 
by Metro that shows an aerial photo of our 

boundaries in Multnomah Co., overlaid with 
street names, parcel outlines, creeks, etc.

Price is $23 each. Contact srn@srnpdx.org or 
503.621.9867. 

                 Anthony Reel, CFP® 
     Vice President - Investments 
                             503.841.6111 

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Trusted	  Advice.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Exceptional	  Service.	  
 
                    Liberty Capital Investment Corp. 
   1800 S.W First Avenue, Ste. 150  Portland, OR  97201 
                               Member SIPC, FINRA & MSRB 
 
 

community.  Do you have questions?  Call or email any 
board member with questions (see contact information on 
page 2).

Neighborhood Input
SRN was started as Citizens for the Preservation of 

Skyline Ridge in 1987, which was just about the same 
time we were all figuring out email.  In 1997, the name 
was changed to Skyline Ridge Neighbors.  In 2005, SRN 
received its 501(c)3 charitable classification.  The primary 
focus of SRN is keeping the community connected through 
SRN events and supporting other community organiza-
tions such as the Skyline Grange and Skyline Elementary 
School.  What goes out in the Ridge Runner and the email 
Newsline is community-driven.  It contains what our 
neighbors have requested and submitted for publication, 
and which is relevant to our neighborhood.  We want to 
spend some time at the meeting listening to you.

Forest Park Conservancy 
We are excited to have Renee Myers, Executive Direc-

tor of Forest Park Conservancy speaking at the April 29 
meeting.  Renee has worked in the environmental conser-
vation field for the past twelve years.  Her background 
includes extensive experience in watershed management, 
and she has worked on large-scale forest, stream and river 
conservation, and restoration projects and initiatives.  She 
spent fourteen years working and living in Montana be-
fore moving to Portland in January 2011 with her husband 
and three children.  She loves running, hiking, fishing, gar-
dening with her kids, and sharing a good brew with her 
husband.  The Forest Park Conservancy is now her home 
and she is excited to hit the ground running on such an 
incredible new journey.

Renee is looking forward to talking to us about the 
Greater Forest Park Conservation Initiative (GFPCI) which 
is a 20-year, long-term, collaborative strategy to enhance 
and protect over 15,000 acres of public and private land 
within the Greater Forest Park Ecosystem.  She will also be 
fielding any questions you may have about Forest Park in 
general.

We look forward to seeing you there.  ❐
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Classifieds

Moles and Gophers be GONE!  Hi neighbors, if you 
are having trouble with moles or gophers making a mess 
of your yard, garden, or pastures, I can help.  I trap them 
and you can be rid of them in a few days.  Email or call 
if you would like more info: eileen113@comcast.net or 
503.803.0593.

Need blackberry removed?  Hire the hardworking 
people at Skyberry Farm.  With our growing season at an 
end, we have more free time to work for you.  If you are 
interested in having blackberry or other invasive species 
removal done on your property, send us an email to sched-
ule an estimate: Skyberry2013@gmail.com.

Petsitting, Housesitting, Babysitting.  Young respon-
sible woman living on Skyline, for Petsitting.  Experience 
with dogs, cats, horses, barn animals.  Housesitting - drop-
ins or overnight.  Babysitting - preschool and up.  Every-
day help - dog walking, gardening and errands.  Call/text 
Peyton Chesley, 503.887.5708.  Rates and References upon 
request.

Owen West Electric.  Our specialty is service and pan-
el changes, kitchen and bath remodels, security, and yard 
lighting.  30 years of experience.  CCB  #29492. 503.297.6375 
Office; 503.880.9512 Cell.

Sweetrock Swiss Bakery is now open 6 days a week, 
from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m.   Self-serve in the lobby; pickup your 
pre-orders in the afternoons.  Come choose artisan bread, 
baguettes, pastries, coffee, cookies, cold drinks, and more 
from our bakery in the old schoolhouse at 19189 NW Phil-
lips Road - future home of local farm products and a won-
derful meeting space.  Stay tuned as our renovations prog-
ress on the cafe at sweetrockfarm.com or call 503.803.8418 
(Diane) or 503.803.7855 ( Bob).

Blackberry, Scotch Broom Removal, Hydraulic 
Woodsplitting, Hedge Trimming.  Stihl FS-250 brush cutter 
gets in tight spaces: fence lines, foundations, through nar-
row gates, on hillsides where brush hogs can’t go.  Scotch 
Broom pulled with roots by weed wrench.  Haul behind 
splitter rolls to your site.  Chainsaw work, cut up downed 
trees.  Joel, 503.287.6956.

Donate your vehicle, running or not, to MIKE Pro-
gram commemorating longtime SRN resident, Michael 
Hartnett.  Detailied instructions at www.mikeprogram.
org/vehicle_donation to support health and mentoring 
enrichment for teens.

Rent the Skyline Grange.  Planning an event?  The 
Grange may be the perfect spot.  Contact Pat Barnard at 
503.522.0904 or pbarnard2@aol.com.  Visit www.srnpdx.
org and click Skyline Grange.

Weed wrenches. The invasive Scotch Broom is in full 

bloom.  Get rid of it now to prevent it from going to seed. 
You can eliminate Scotch broom, holly and other woody 
shrubs and sapling trees easily with a weed wrench.  SRN 
has a weed wrench loan program.  We have 3 sizes (small, 
medium and large) available at no charge.  Contact Sen at 
503.621.3331 for the large and medium weed wrenches lo-
cated on Skyline near mile marker 15.  Contact Karen at 
503.289.7169 for the small weed wrench located on McNa-
mee Rd.

NOW 
ENROLLING!

Preschool for children ages 3 – 5

14140 NW Newberry Rd  •  Portland, OR 97231
408-656-6916 • info@wildwoodnatureschool.com

www.wildwoodnatureschool.com

10126 NW Ash Ct • Portland, OR 97231
408-656-6916 • info@wildwoodnatureschool.com
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Community Calendar

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Skyline K-8 School:  Now enrolling for the 2015-2016 
school year.  Classes begin Thursday, August 27th.  Please 
call the school office at 503.916.5212 for more information.

Apr. 1 – June 15:  9th Annual Garlic Mustard Control 
Effort.  Residents are encouraged to collect garlic mustard 
in bags and drop them off at the Skyline Grange.

Apr. 2, 6:30-8:30 p.m.:  Weed Watchers Workshop at 
Skyline Grange.  Additional WWWs will be held during 
April at other nearby locations.  See story this issue for de-
tails.

Apr. 3-4, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.:  Tree & Native Plant Sale at Sky-
line Grange.  Bareroot fruit and ornamental trees plus na-
tive flowers, shrubs and trees.  Contact skylinegrange894@
msn.com for details.

Apr. 13, 7:30 p.m.:  Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange 
#894, 11275 NW Skyline.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

Apr. 14, 3:30-8 p.m.:  Blood Drive at Skyline School. 
Please sign up to donate today at www.redcrossblood.org; 
use sponsor code Skyline School.  Or call Staci Crane at 
971.803.8469.

Apr. 15, 7 p.m.:  Monthly meeting of SRN Board of 
Directors.  All neighbors are welcome to attend.  Contact 
Laurel at srn@srnpdx.org for location.

Apr. 18, 9 a.m. – noon:  SOLVE Neighborhood Clean 
Up.  Meet at the former church across from Skyline School, 
11539 NW Skyline Blvd.  Pre-register at http://solveo-
regon.org/get-involved/events/skyline-ridge-neighbors-
solve-it. 

Apr. 29, 7 p.m.:  SRN Spring Meeting at Skyline Grange. 
SRN officers will be elected.  Featured speaker is Renee 
Myers, Executive Director of Forest Park Conservancy.

May 11, 7:30 p.m.:  Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange 
#894, 11275 NW Skyline.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

May 16-24:  Self-Guided Roadside Tour of Skyline 
Weeds.  A guide map can be obtained at Plainview Grocery 
and at front entrance of Skyline Grange starting May 16.

June 8, 7:30 p.m.:  Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange 
#894, 11275 NW Skyline.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

Aug. 8:  SRN Summer Gathering at the Plumper 
Pumpkin Patch.  Save the date! 

Keep up-to-the-minute with 
the Skyline Newsline. Sub-
scribe at www.srnpdx.org


