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County Changes Plans for Cornelius Pass Road Improvements
By Bruce Penney (additional reporting by Catherine Dalziel)

The Cornelius Pass Road improvement project is on 
a budget roller coaster.  This update summarizes project 
background, reviews current project status, and identifies 
remaining open issues.

Representatives of Multnomah County Road Services 
met with the Community Advisory Committee (CAC) on 
May 7th at the Skyline Grange to update members on proj-
ect status for the Cornelius Pass Road Safety Improvement 
Project (CPRSI).  Mike Pullen, Public Outreach for Mult-
nomah County reported that $8.5 million, almost 90% of 
the original budget, was reallocated last year by the Or-
egon Legislature and dispersed to other “hammer-ready” 
projects in need of immediate funding. 

Earlier this year, Multnomah County secured ad-

ditional funds from ODOT for completion of the design 
work.  Due to funding limitations, the signaled intersec-
tion at NW Skyline Blvd. and improvements at Sheltered 
Nook have been dropped from the project.  A public open 
house is planned for later in 2015 to share the revised de-
signs.

Project Background
Under the original budget, the county-proposed 

spending on a Skyline roundabout costs so much that, 
even with a $9.5 million legislative appropriation, the dan-
gerous 8th Avenue curves and Tunnel/Switchback curves 
would have had no improvements at all.  A Community 
Advisory Committee (CAC) reviewed current accident 

By the SRN Board of Directors

Skyline Ridge Neighbors invites everyone to the an-
nual Summer Gathering!  This year it will be held on Sat-
urday, August 8th, from 12 to 5 
p.m. at The Plumper Pumpkin 
Patch, 11435 NW Old Corne-
lius Pass Road. 

SRN has held this popu-
lar and free neighborhood 
celebration since 1992.  It is a 
neighborhood party, potluck 
feast, music concert, fun and 
games day, and most impor-
tantly, the primary annual 
fund-raiser for SRN.  We are 
very excited this year to once 
again partner with the Plump-
er Pumpkin Patch, a venue 
that supports the rural farm 
feel of the event.  The public 
is invited, especially everyone 
from our neighborhood and 
their guests. 

Auction Fundraiser
There will be a silent and oral auction with items to bid 

on that will fit every budget.  We welcome your donations 
to this auction, and invite you to solicit donations from 
businesses and neighbors.   All proceeds from the Gather-
ing support SRN news and educational activities like this 

quarterly Skyline Ridge Run-
ner you are holding in your 
hands, the email Newline, our 
website, community meet-
ings, weed control efforts, and 
the annual SOLVE clean-ups.  
SRN is a nonprofit, charitable 
organization, so your dona-
tions are tax-deductible to the 
extent allowed by law. 

Here are some donation 
ideas:
• Gift, food and picnic bas-
kets
• Art works, homemade 
crafts and jewelry
• Gift certificates from fa-
vorite stores and providers
• Certificates for services, 
e.g. gardening, mowing, tutor-
ing, etc.

SRN Welcomes Everyone to the Summer Gathering, August 8
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It’s almost time once again for the SRN Summer Gathering!  Bring 
your family and friends to enjoy good food and music, and to help 
support SRN.  (Photo: E.H. Merwin)
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Skyline Ridge Neighbors Inc.
Skyline Ridge Neighbors is a nonprofit organization serving 
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relevant issues and events. SRN endeavors to better our com-
munity, encourage volunteer efforts, and openly communicate 
with residents and outside organizations.
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Laurel Erhardt, President / 503.621.3501
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Skyline Rural Watch Newsline
Subscribe to SRN’s weekly email newsletter of local events 
and news via the link at www.srnpdx.org. Contact the Editor, 
Laurel Erhardt, at newsline@srnpdx.org or 503.621.3501 to 
submit items for publication

SRN Website
Visit www.srnpdx.org for more news, photos and information 
about our community.  If you have questions or comments, 
contact the Webmaster, Agnes Kwan, at webmaster@srnpdx.
org.

The views and opinions presented herein are those of the 
authors and are not necessarily endorsed by SRN or Skyline 
neighborhood residents.

Thanks For Your Donations!
Many thanks to the following neighbors and 
friends who recently  made cash donations to 
SRN:

~ Carol Chesarek           
~ DJ Pedersen
~ Marilyn & Michael Oliver
~ David & Martha Gardner
~ Steve Fradkin

SRN relies on the financial support of the Sky-
line community to pursue its nonprofit, edu-
cational mission. We operate entirely on the 
volunteer efforts of neighbors like you.

Donations are tax-deductible and always appre-
ciated! Please make checks payable to SRN and 
send them to John Eskew, SRN Treasurer, 15604 
NW Rock Creek Rd., Portland, OR 97231.

You can also make a donation by credit card. 
Please visit the link www.srnpdx.org/donate-
srn on the SRN website to securely and easily 
make a donation using PayPal.  Thank you.

Treasurer’s Report
By John Eskew

SRN Income & Expenses
Jan. 1 – May 31, 2015

BEGINNING BALANCE   01/01/2015 $20,438 
   
INCOME
Advertising 621 
Donations 410 

TOTAL INCOME 1,031 
  
  
EXPENSES
Administration 60 
Ridge Runner 1,848 

TOTAL EXPENSES 1,908 
  
NET INCOME/EXPENSE (877)
  
ENDING BALANCE   05/31/15 $19,561 

There's more online at
www.srnpdx.org
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Life On the Hill

Audubon Rescue Patient #32:  A Wildlife Tale
By Susan Ahern

In January this year, I came home around 3p.m.  to dis-
cover a large beautiful Mourning Dove (whose cooing is 
often heard in our area) standing in front of the garage.  I 
figured he'd flown into a window and was just stunned, so 
I took our dog Samson inside, deciding to check back in a 
half hour or so.  Over the 25 years we've lived here, many 
birds have flown into our windows, and while some died, 
others recovered and flew away in minutes.  I hoped for 
the latter.

Dove Meets Window
The evidence of his encounter with the kitchen window 

was easy to spot.  Sadly, after an hour, he was still stand-
ing in the same place, his beak pressed against the garage 
door.  I offered sunflower seeds, but all that did was stir 
him up, causing more pain and stress.  He hobbled around, 
extending a wing in an attempt to fly, but soon proved he 
was disabled.  I didn't know what to do.  I couldn't leave 
him there, as he was vulnerable to predators, as well as the 
cold.

The Audubon Society flashed through my mind, and 
I raced to find their number.  It was about 4:30p.m., the 
sun was gone, and the temps were quickly dropping.  A 
woman answered from their Care Center, and began ask-
ing questions and advising.  She said I should put him in a 
box and move him to a warm area, since he would freeze if 
left outside.  "Or", she said, "you can bring him here, how-
ever we close the Care Center at 5."  By then it was 4:40, 
but since Cornell Road isn't too far, I decided to give it a 
shot, quickly wrapped him in a towel, stuck him in a box, 
and placed the box in the passenger seat, so I could hold it 
closed with my right hand.

It was a hair-raising ride in Skyline's Friday commuter 
traffic, especially since I only had one available hand. We 
arrived at 5:10, but luckily the lights were still on in the 
Center.  It seems someone else had just brought in a bird 
who had also hit a window. 

The staff whisked the box out of my hands and took 
him to the back room for a look-see, while I filled out 
paperwork.  She returned to explain he had blood in his 
throat and that as birds approach windows, they suddenly 
fly upwards when they realize (too late) they are about to 
hit something.  This often results in greater damage to their 
throat and chest, rather than just their head.  So he prob-
ably had internal bleeding, as well as other injuries.

Her plan was to put him in an incubator overnight, 
where he would stay warm, offer him water, then see if 
he would eat the next day.  If he wouldn't eat on his own, 
they would force feed.  She didn't guarantee anything, nor 
did she get my hopes up, but she did say they would do 
what they could to help this guy survive.  She gave me his 
name, 32, and said I could call anytime to check on him.  I 

told her I wasn't sure that I wanted to know if he pulled 
through this.

Before leaving, I stopped by the gift shop and picked 
up 16 decals for our windows.  They are clear, removable 
decals that show birds where windows are located.  All the 
way home, I berated myself for waiting this long to get 
decals.  What had I been thinking  (or not thinking) all of 
these years while watching birds fly into our huge win-
dows?  Why had it taken 25 years for me to wake up?

A few days later, I called the Center to check on 32.  
Good news.  He was eating on his own and gaining weight.  
She explained they would keep him in the incubator a few 
more days, and if all went well, they would move him to 
a cage.  Then he would move to a larger cage, and if he 
succeeded at all of those upgrades, he would be promoted 
to a room and prepared for re-entry into this area.  (I im-
mediately planned his Send-Off Party).  The next time I 
called, there was even better news:  32 was in a large cage 
with another Mourning Dove, and they were doing well 
together.  That didn't mean he was "out of the woods", but 
we were all hopeful. 

A Happy Twist to a Sad Ending
The sad twist to this story came just today.  I called for 

an update on 32's progress, and she reported they had to 
euthanize him last week.  32 had been given two weeks to 
recover well enough to begin preparation for release, but 
his injuries were too extensive.

Needless to say, the most significant discovery in this 
whole experience was The Audubon Society.  Locally, their 
address is 5151 NW Cornell Rd., in the heart of Forest Park,  
503.292.6855, www.audubonportland.org.  Their reason 
for existence is to help our wildlife recover from accidents.  
They treat more than 2,500 injured animals and respond 
to more than 15,000 wildlife-related queries per year, and 
are staffed by qualified veterinary personnel plus a host of 
trained volunteers.  They deserve all of our support to care 
for these precious animals who share our exquisite neigh-
borhood.

PS:  Just so you know...  in the case of after-hours emer-
gencies, Dove Lewis Animal Hospital will accept wildlife 
patients.  They are located at 1945 NW Pettygrove St. in 
Portland, 503.228.7281.  ❐

We help you conserve and protect soil & water  
resources on your land and in your forest for    

people, wildlife and the environment. Our technical 
advice is free! Contact us at 503/238-4775; 

www.wmswcd.org. 
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Forest, Farm & Garden

Ensure Any Outdoor Burning is Done Safely

By Carolyn Lindberg, WMSWCD

We keep hearing more and more questions about us-
ing so-called organic methods to kill weeds (or pests, like 
slugs) in the garden.  Folks are citing home remedies that 
are either passed around by word-of-mouth or shared on 
the internet.  Unfortunately, most of those home remedies 
contain salt or vinegar.

Salt is about the worst thing you can put in your soil.  
It will change the salinity of your soil so that nothing else 
can grow there.  Salt, usually mixed with water or dish-
washing soap, is not a selective herbicide.  It tends to kill 
every plant in the area, not just the weed you’re aiming at.  
You could be destroying all the beneficial native plants you 
have just put in. 

When salt is added to the soil, the salinity makes it im-
possible for plants to absorb the correct balance of nutri-
ents.  They absorb too much salt, which kills most plants 
by dehydrating the root system.  In addition, salt stays in 
the soil for a long time, sometimes years, until enough has 
been flushed out to make the soil viable again for plants.  
Salt hangs around longer than the chemical glyphosate, 
the ingredient in weed killers such as Roundup. 

Vinegar is an acid.  Household vinegar contains five 
percent acetic acid.  Nurseries and garden centers carry 
vinegar products containing 11 to 20% acetic acid.  If you 
use a vinegar product on a plant, chances are the plant will 
die but the roots will survive and be able to put out new 
growth in a few days.  Younger plants are more susceptible 
to vinegar than larger, more established plants.  

This begs the question, why not just pull the weed 
when it is small, rather than use a chemical that harm soil?  

A vinegar spray is also non-selective and will harm other 
more desirable plants nearby.  The University of Washing-
ton Extension Agency says vinegar has never been proven 
to control disease, and its value as a fertilizer is minimal.

The problem with both of these chemicals is that the 
risks outweigh the benefits, especially to humans, pets, 
and the worms, bugs and organisms that live in the soil.  
Vinegar can cause serious skin burns, inflammation of mu-
cus membranes, and even permanent eye injury.  Salt will 
kill the worms and grubs that naturally aerate your soil,  in 
addition to harming the beneficial bacteria and fungi that 
break down organic matter and turn it into food for plants.  
Horticultural vinegar should be treated as a dangerous 
chemical and used with care, according to the Oregon De-
partment of Agriculture.  Also, only products legally regis-
tered as pesticides can legally be used on plants. 

The best way to get rid of weeds without using any 
chemicals?  Use a hoe or hand tool to dig them up!  Addi-
tionally, you can use boiling water – just heat it in your tea 
kettle, and pour it selectively on the weed you want to kill.  
You can also burn them with a weed torch, but not during 
wildfire season (which is now in Oregon!).  ❐

Using Home Remedies to Kill Weeds Could Harm Your Soil

By Christina Lent, TVF&R

Note:  As of June 20, TVF&R enacted a burn ban for all 
outdoor open burning in its jurisdiction.

During what is predicted to be a very dry, active fire 
season, Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue urges citizens to take 
precautions to ensure that outdoor burning is done proper-
ly and safely.  People who have items they want to burn are 
advised to visit www.tvfr.com for information and rules on 
outdoor burning. 

We also encourage residents to use good burning prac-
tices to prevent excessive smoke, including covering com-
bustible material to protect it from moisture such as pre-
cipitation or dew.  Stack materials loosely, eliminate dirt, 
rocks or other noncombustible material, so as to provide 
an adequate air supply to the burn pile.

TVF&R asks residents to follow the safety practices 
below:

• Closely supervise all outdoor fires, and make sure 
any fire is fully extinguished before leaving it un-
attended. 

• Avoid open burning on windy, dry days. 
• When burning, have a hose, bucket of water, and/

or shovel and dirt nearby to extinguish the fire. 
• If a fire gets out of control, call 9-1-1 immediately,  

and wait in a safe place for the arrival of firefight-
ers.

• Before you burn, it is important to remember that 
it may be illegal to burn certain types of waste in 
the Skyline area where you live, and that you may 
need a permit to burn your waste. 

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality has 
a guide that outlines burning regulations for debris.   A 
link to that guide can be found at www.tvfr.com.  ❐
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Land Use  & Public Services

By Carolyn Lindberg, WMSWCD

Join West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict in helping clean up and 
restore McCarthy Creek, on 
Saturday, July 25 from 9:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Meet in the 
parking lot of NARA North-
west, 17645 NW St. Helens 
Highway (Hwy. 30), just 
south of Cornelius Pass Road.

This will be a fun event 
for adults of all ages.  Not only 
will you help improve habitat 
for fish and other critters, you 
will also improve water qual-
ity and preserve this natural 
resource. 

McCarthy Creek flows 
into the Multnomah Channel 
and eventually into the Co-
lumbia River and the Pacific 
Ocean.  

Unfortunately, sections of McCarthy and its tributaries 
have been clogged with household trash and debris from 
nearby homes and drivers passing through.  This harms 
the vital fish and wildlife habitat of the creek, degrades wa-
ter quality, and contaminates soils.  It also prevents the es-
tablishment of native vegetation, which helps stop erosion.  
Birds and wildlife can confuse litter for food.  In addition 
to polluting McCarthy Creek, debris eventually works its 
way through its tributaries to the ocean, ending up in the 

stomachs of marine animals, including the fish we eat.  
Currently, 10% of the ocean’s surface is plastic!

The Conservation District is working to improve wa-
ter quality and habitat so 
that salmon, cutthroat trout, 
song birds, pollinators, and 
other native wildlife such as 
red-legged frogs, can thrive 
again in the area which is 
considered by many to be a 
hidden treasure of Portland. 
Volunteers will help restore 
a vital waterway, while en-
joying this scenic stream and 
its pools and wildlife at the 
same time.  They will pick 
up litter, liberate trees from 
ivy, pull ground ivy, and re-
move morning glory, which 
is choking newly planted na-
tive trees and shrubs in the 
creek’s riparian areas.

 Volunteers should wear 
long-sleeves and pants, and bring work gloves and water.  
Snacks and beverages will be available on site.  Please reg-
ister by contacting Carolyn Lindberg at carolyn@wmswcd.
org so we know how many people to expect.  ❐

McCarthy Creek needs your help to restore it to health by cleaning 
up the detritus and relics of human habitation at a work party on 
July 25 (Photo: WMSWCD)

Volunteers  Needed to Help Restore McCarthy Creek, July 25

Save Sturgeon Lake Campaign Reaches Fundraising Goal
By Carolyn Lindberg, WMSWCD

Oregon Wildlife and West Multnomah Soil & Water 
Conservation District are pleased to announce that recent 
gifts to the Save Sturgeon Lake campaign have eclipsed 
their fundraising goal of $1.665 million.  These funds, 
along with prior pledges of $1 million from Bonneville 
Power Administration, $300,000 from Multnomah Coun-
ty, and $100,000 from Metro to the Conservation District, 
mean that the match requirement for a U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers program has been met, and the Corps will con-
tribute an additional $5 million dollars to fund a project to 
reconnect Sturgeon Lake, on Sauvie Island, to the Colum-
bia River via the Dairy Creek channel.  The total estimated 
cost of this project is $6.665 million.

The Save Sturgeon Lake campaign was initiated in July 
2014 by Oregon Wildlife to assist the Conservation District 
in meeting the Corps program match.  With this announce-
ment, the Save Sturgeon Lake campaign will shift its fo-

cus to raising funds for unanticipated construction costs 
and the long-term maintenance and operation of the Dairy 
Creek channel.  The Conservation District is the local proj-
ect sponsor of the Sturgeon Lake project, and as part of 
their agreement with the Corps, has made a 50-year com-
mitment to the operation and maintenance of the channel.

”We are thrilled to work with West Multnomah Soil & 
Water Conservation District to help raise the funds needed 
to ensure that this critically important project gets imple-
mented,” said Tim Greseth, Executive Director of Oregon 
Wildlife.

A major grant of $200,000 from the Wessinger Founda-
tion in honor of William W. Wessinger was vital to the suc-
cess of reaching the private fund-raising goal.  Wessinger 
Foundation trustee Henry Wessinger said, “Dad loved 
the time he spent birding and bicycling on Sauvie Island.  

Save Sturgeon Lake , p. 7
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In My Opinion

By Lindsey Laughlin, McNamee Road

The North Tualatin Mountains Natural Area preserves 
valuable habitat, streams and biodiversity corridors between 
Forest Park and the Coast Range.  Protecting habitat and water 
quality here is Metro’s first priority.

~ Metro flyer

Metro has always had clear goals of maintaining green-
way areas, conserving wildlife habitat, protecting streams, 
and providing plentiful out-
door parks, trails and nature 
areas for public use.  Without 
the strong vision of Metro, 
Portland would be a very dif-
ferent place for nature enthu-
siasts, outdoor recreationists, 
and wildlife. 

The balancing act that 
Metro must play is challeng-
ing – they have the needs of 
wildlife, people, and land 
to consider.  They must set 
priorities for addressing the 
needs of all three, they must 
appeal to the public for fund-
ing, and they must follow 
through with their stated 
goals or risk not being funded in the future.

In recent years, money has been made available to 
Metro via two voter-approved bonds and one levy mea-
sure.  Metro clarified what this money would be used for 
on voter pamphlets, in lengthy measure documents, on 
their website, and on multiple flyers.  Every publication 
reiterates the same thing: “Protecting habitat, streams and 
biodiversity corridors … is Metro’s first priority.”

So why is Metro pushing so hard for the development 
of mountain biking trails through conserved wildlife habi-
tat? 

A special interest group is behind this push.  Members 
of the mountain biking community in Portland are not sat-
isfied with the forest trails currently available to them.  A  
proposal to designate exclusive single-track trails to moun-
tain bicyclists within Forest Park was rejected recently, and 
now this group has turned to Metro to provide them with 
access elsewhere.  The four land parcels Metro owns in the 
Tualatin Mountains fit that bill.

One of these land parcels, McCarthy Creek, is being 
considered more strongly than the others.  Yet this particu-

lar piece of land is home to a 
herd of over fifty elk, as well 
as bobcat, coyote and deer.  It 
is zoned as conserved wildlife 
habitat.  Research has shown 
that mountain bicycling dis-
rupts elk habitat and behav-
ioral patterns.  Metro can-
not adhere to their promise 
of protecting wildlife while 
at the same time destroying 
conserved wildlife habitat. 

If you do not support 
Metro’s North Tualatin 
Mountains trail develop-
ment plan, please speak up!  
Email Metro Councilors at 
metrocouncil@oregonmetro.

gov and voice your concern.  Remind them that we voted 
for our lands to be protected and conserved for the greater 
good of all Tri-county residents, not turned into recreation-
al parks for the entertainment of a few.  Also let them know 
that if Metro is willing to throw out their voter-approved 
goals midstream, you will not vote for their levy and bond 
measures in the future.

For more information, feel free to contact the North Tu-
alatin Mountains Wildlife Committee at ricox@aol.com or 
lindseyla@gmail.com.  ❐

Metro has Supported Wildlife Conservation - So What has Changed?

A herd of Roosevelt elk graze peacefully in a field along McNamee 
Road in the McCarthy Creek watershed (Photo: L. Laughlin)

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  BETSY	  JOHNSON	  
	  	  	  STATE	  SENATOR	  
	  	  	  DISTRICT	  16	  
	   	   	  

District	  Office:	  
53894	  Airport	  Road	  (PO	  Box	  R)	  
Scappoose,	  OR	  	  97056	  
Phone:	  503.543.4046	  
Fax:	  503.543.5296	  
sen.betsyjohnson@state.or.us	  

	  
Salem	  Office:	  

900	  Court	  Street	  NE,	  S-‐209	  
Salem,	  OR	  	  97301	  

Phone:	  503.986.1716	  
sen.betsyjohnson@state.or.us	  
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Talk of the Country

Bee Whisperer Meets the Swarm
By Laurel Erhardt

The call came in, “There’s a swarm of bees…. Can you 
come get them?”

He asks the usual questions. “Where ya live?” (don’t 
wanna drive to hellandgone for a swarm of bees).  “Where 
are they?” (40 feet up a sappy fir tree…. Uh, too busy, sor-
ry.)

“How long they been there?” (like, you know how 
many times I’ve driven to pick up a swarm and they’re 
gone before I get there?)

But this call is sounding all pretty good.  Big ol’ swarm, 
on a low branch in a leafy tree.  Been there all day in a resi-
dential neighborhood (he’d be the hero!).

Joe Cool arrives.  It’s a hot spring day.  As the coolest 
of bee keepers know, you don’t need to wear the whole hot 
bee suit when you’re collecting swarms.  They’re pretty 
docile at this stage of their lives.  They’re not protecting 
their hives, they’re conserving energy – they’re in no-sting 
mode.

A small crowd of neighbors has gathered to watch the 
show.  They’ve obviously been worried about the bees all 
day - keeping the kids indoors during the threat.  They 
are standing at a very, very respectful distance.  Joe puts 

on his gloves and veiled hat but doesn’t bother with the 
suit.  It’s hot.  He’s wearing a cotton button up shirt with 
the first three or four buttons undone – cause it’s hot – and 
he’s cool.

He approaches the swarm and murmurs rustle 
through the crowd: "No suit?  Won’t he get stung?"  They 
are standing, watching in awe, but  leaning away from the 
bees – subconsciously prepared to bolt and run.  Holding 
their children closely, they are prepared for the worst, yet 
they are not able to look away.

Joe calmly approaches the low hanging hive.  Acutely 
aware that all eyes are on him, and he’s the hero. (Isn’t 
that where we’d all like to be?)  He’s placed the hive box 
directly under the bee swarm.  Next, you give the swarm a 
shake, and it’s supposed to simply drop into the hive box. 
Which it almost always does.  He grabs the branch, smiles 
at the crowd, and gives it the sharp snap and shake that he 
knows will cause the bees to neatly plop into the waiting 
box below.  The crowd stands in disbelief at his casualness 
in such a dire situation – and gasps - when the shake of the 
branch sends the bees into an uncalculated tumble into his 
half buttoned, tucked-in shirt, giving him a cute little bee 
paunch.  ❐

Protecting Sturgeon Lake by reconnecting the water chan-
nel to the Columbia River is a project that he would have 
thought was very important to accomplish.”

Other large donations, secured by Oregon Wildlife 
and the Conservation District, pushed the campaign over 
the top: Tim Boyle, through Ducks Unlimited, $20,000; 
King Family Fund of the Oregon Community Foundation, 
$15,000; The RH Parker/United Foundation, $10,000; and 
Anonymous Donor, $10,000.  Ducks Unlimited has also 
pledged $10,000 to the project in each of the next two years.

Sauvie Island is the largest island in the Columbia Riv-
er, and one of the largest river islands in North America.  
Sturgeon Lake, on Sauvie Island, is the largest lake on a 
river island anywhere in the United States.  This unique 
habitat is a key stopover and critical link in the Pacific fly-
way for hundreds of thousands of migratory birds each 
year.

The Dairy Creek channel, one of only two connec-
tions between Sturgeon Lake and the Columbia River, is 
plugged with sand and debris from the 1996 Columbia 
River flood.   This is further hampered by undersized, and 
now failing culverts upstream.  Without flushing inflows 
from the channel, muddy silt is flowing into Sturgeon Lake 
from the Gilbert River, settling out of the water, and slowly 
filling the lake in.  The average depth of Sturgeon Lake in 
1941, before construction of the levees that surround Sau-
vie Island, was six feet.  Today, it is only three feet.  If noth-

ing is done, Sturgeon Lake will eventually become nothing 
more than a muddy marsh.

With the match met, the Corps will begin implement-
ing the Sturgeon Lake project in the summer of 2017 with 
replacement of the failing culverts on Dairy Creek at Reed-
er Road.  The project will be completed in summer 2018 
with the removal of the sediment plug at the channel’s con-
fluence with the Columbia River, installation of a log boom 
and eddy control structure to keep silt and debris out, and  
the redesign of the channel to better manage high and low 
water flows.

For more information and to donate to the Sturgeon 
Lake project, go to savesturgeonlake.org.  ❐

➤ Save Sturgeon Lake, ( continued from p. 5)
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data, and identified three priority areas together with a 
group of smaller improvements: 

1. 8th Avenue curves, 
2. Tunnel/Switchback curves, and 
3. Traffic light at Skyline.
The original $9.5 million appropriation included $1 

million for design and $8.5 million for construction.  When 
funding was re-allocated to other projects, members of the 
legislature agreed to restore funding when Cornelius Pass 
Road was shovel-ready.  However, this agreement never 
materialized, and construction funding was eliminated.  
Now the project is re-starting with a reduced scope and 
smaller anticipated budget.  

Project Status
Design work is proceeding, but there is no currently-

appropriated construction budget.  A reduced legislative 
appropriation of $4M is anticipated, which would fund 
projects at 8th Avenue and the Tunnel/Switchback curves, 
but not fund the more expensive Skyline interchange.  Ma-
jor changes at the Skyline interchange and improvements 
at Sheltered Nook have therefore been deleted.  Design 
would continue through early 2017 with construction in 
late summer 2017.  

Ranked in budget order, components of the April 2015 
project scope are:

S Curves   SC3     $ 770,000 
8th Ave   8thAVE3 $490,000 
Variable message signs OCST10 $400,000 
Boyd's Lower Driveway SC4     $340,000 
Barrier and Guardrail 
upgrades   OCST6       $300,000 
Corridor Signage  OCST1      $270,000 
Vehicle Pullouts  OCST2      $200,000 
Reduce pavement drop offs OCST9       $  50,000 
Kaiser Rd flashing beacon KR2         $  40,000 
Curves South of Plainview PR1        $  30,000 
Kaiser Rd Signage
and clearing  KR1        $  10,000 

Construction Cost Sub-Total               $2,900,000 

Remaining Design Work       $750,000 
Right of Way     $  50,000 
Construction Administration  $290,000 

Total                $3,990,000 

Open Issues
With much of the CAC’s original process assuming 

an $8.5 million construction budget, most discussions fo-
cused on the top three safety priorities (8th Avenue, Tunnel 
Curves, Skyline).  Smaller budget items had relatively little 
discussion.  Now, with the budget slashed, and Skyline in-

tersection improvements off the table, smaller items, such 
as the variable messaging sign and vehicle pullouts, may 
deserve more scrutiny.  

At the May 7, 2015, project update meeting, a num-
ber of community members spoke in favor of improved 
guardrails.  Citizens noted that the May 6 fatality accident 
was at an area with steep embankment, long dropoff, and 
absolutely no guardrail protection.  Some CAC members 
expressed concern that the combined $600,000 budgeted 
for variable messaging signs and poorly-defined vehicle 
pullouts might yield greater safety benefits if spent on 
guardrails instead.  

Although the county plans to proceed with messag-
ing sign and turnout design, CAC members requested that 
a commensurate parallel design effort evaluate guard-
rail options.  CAC members also requested that results 
of these design efforts be presented for CAC review at a 
subsequent meeting.  Anticipated budget appropriations 
will not fund CAC safety priorities, and will not meet cur-
rent or anticipated traffic safety requirements.  For a map 
of the safety improvement projects that Multnomah Co. is 
currently planning, visit www.srnpdx.org/revised-map-
cornelius-pass-rd-projects-may-2015.  ❐

➤CPR Plans, (continued from p. 1)

Business Background • Local Knowledge

503-349-7031  
jbeskew@gmail.com

John Eskew

Service ◆ Remodeling ◆ Repiping

CRAIG ANDERSON
PLUMBING INC.

Craig Anderson

11230 NW Plainview Rd.     503-232-1060
Plainview, OR 97231     CCB# 100658
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People of Skyline

Skyberry Farm Exceeds Goal in Kickstarter Campaign
Thanks to 337 donors, Skyberry Farm’s Kickstarter 

campaign, “Feed the Need: Connecting Sustainable Farm-
ing with Community” was successfully funded as of early 
June.  We exceeded our original goal of $30,000 by over ten 
percent. 

After three successful 
years running a Community 
Supported Agriculture farm, 
we have decided to shift our 
model, and build a communi-
ty-oriented bed and breakfast 
and event space.

With the funds from these 
operations, we will be able to 
give back to our community, 
and fight food insecurity by 
donating all of our produce to 
these local hunger relief orga-
nizations: New Avenues for 
Youth and the Oregon Food 
Bank.  So instead of charging 
a premium for our veggies, 
we have decided to leverage 
our new Bed and Breakfast, 
and give back to a local cause.

How Contributions Will be Spent
All proceeds raised through Kickstarter will go toward 

rebuilding our farm into a bed and breakfast and event 
space. Once fully operational, we will be able to host our 
community here at Skyberry,  and use the revenue we earn 
to then donate the produce we grow. 

Below is an outline of the specific ways we expect to 
invest the contributions:

• $20,000 toward the construction of a tiny house
• $7,000 for beautification of property suitable for 

large scale events
• $3,000 for documentary on business model to sup-

port continued outreach and education
All donations will go toward the purchase of materi-

als, supplies, permitting, and expert assistance costs.  We 
intend to volunteer all of our 
time, so zero Kickstarter pro-
ceeds will be spent paying 
for our own labor.

Timeline
Based on our experi-

ence, resources, and the fore-
casted construction schedule 
we have laid out for our-
selves, we expect to be able 
to host Farm2Table dinner 
events here in Skyberry's liv-
ing room beginning August 
1st, 2015.  Then we expect 
to have our first tiny home 
ready to host guests begin-
ning January 1st, 2016.

Farm-to-Table Dinner, July 5
We will be hosting a small (15 slots available) farm-to 

-table dinner as a co-fundraiser for the Linnton Commu-
nity Center on Sunday, July 5th.  We will donate all pro-
ceeds to the Linnton Community Center.  The evening will 
start at 5 p.m. with a tour of the farm followed by dinner 
at 6 p.m.  Tickets will be $40 per person.  Please email sky-
berry2013@gmail.com to make a reservation. 

For more information, please visit www.kickstarter.
com/projects/602604005/feed-the-need-connecting-sus-
tainable-farming-with/description or www.skyberryfarm.
com.  ❐

The crew at Skyberry Farm celebrate their successful Kickstarter 
campaign (Photo: Skyberry Farm)

                 Anthony Reel, CFP® 
     Vice President - Investments 
                             503.841.6111 

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Trusted	  Advice.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Exceptional	  Service.	  
 
                    Liberty Capital Investment Corp. 
   1800 S.W First Avenue, Ste. 150  Portland, OR  97201 
                               Member SIPC, FINRA & MSRB 
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Skyline Grange News

By Sen Speroff

The last phase of the septic system project finally has 
been completed with the installation of a good-looking 
wooden fence.  This fence secures the shallow drainfield 
and the underground pre-treatment tank 
from motorized vehicles and other un-
wanted traffic.  With much camaraderie 
and conversation, John Driscoll, Patrick 
Driscoll, and George Sowder made the 
fence while the rest of the Grangers tended 
to other landscaping needs for two days.   
True to the Grange ways, we broke for 
homemade meals under the shade of our 
woods enjoying each other’s company.  

We are a fortunate Grange:  we have 
members with a wide range of skill sets 
(fence installation being one), and we 
work well together; we have a needy 
building that provides us with plenty of 
reasons to gather.  

Now that the $30,000 septic system 
project is complete, and its $5,000 loan 
repaid, Skyline Grange is re-building 
its Improvement Fund for the next big 
project, which will probably be address-
ing the drain problem around and inside 
the building.  After that, we will move on to other much 
needed projects, namely a bathroom upstairs and sound 
absorption in the hall.  

We thank you, the Skyline community, for your sup-
port of our fundraisers, allowing us to slowly chip away 
at building improvements to make our Grange accessible 
and inviting to all.

Fall Events
During the summer, our members 

will take a vacation from the overload of 
Grange projects.  Come Fall, we get busy 
again.  Our Fall garage sale will be on 
Friday-Saturday, October 2-3, 2015.  Our 
9th Soup Supper will be on Saturday, Oc-
tober 24.  Details about these events will 
be posted on SRN’s Newsline.

Keep Up-to-Date on Grange 
Activities 

SRN has generously given us a sec-
tion of its website for Grange news.  You 
can keep up-to-date with happenings at 
the Grange by visiting www.srnpdx.org, 
then click on Grange on the right.  This 
will provide detailed information about 
Skyline Grange, its activities, and rental 
information.  Check it out.  You can con-
tact the Grange at SkylineGrange894@
msn.com.  Monthly meetings are held on 

most second Mondays of each month at 7:30 p.m.  ❐

Volunteers Build Fence to Complete Major Project at Grange

John, George and Patrick with the fence 
they built for the Grange  (Photo: S. 
Speroff)

• Special events, e.g. hosted dinners, kids party, out-
door activities

• Gardening tools, power tools, etc. 
The enclosed flyer has all the details on how you can 

make a donation to the auction and contact information. 
It takes time to process and inventory the donations, so 
bringing them early is much appreciated by the volunteer 
auction team.  Please deliver all auction donations no later 
then Wednesday, August 5th.

Volunteers Needed 
Do you have an hour to help your neighborhood? 

Like all other SRN activities, the Gathering is run entirely 
by volunteers.  We can really use your help before, dur-
ing, and after, with a variety of tasks.  You can volun-
teer for just an hour or the whole day - it is up to you.  
It is a neighborhood potluck.  Be sure to bring a large hot 
or cold dish to share.  We will also fire up the grill for hot 
dogs or hamburgers.  Please bring your plates and serv-
ing utensils.  BYO.  Contact Laurel Erhardt for questions 
about volunteering or the potluck (srn@srnpdx.org, or at 

503-621-3501).

Music and Family Fun
Local live music, fun activities and games for both 

young and old are on the schedule.  Kids are welcome to 
stop by the Art Table, make a drawing or painting, and 
take it home as a souvenir.  Bring the kids, but please leave 
the dog at home.  Updates about the Summer Gathering 
will be posted on the Skyline Newsline and the SRN web-
site.

This is SRN’s only fundraiser of the year, so we en-
courage you to contribute in any way you can.  But mostly, 
we want you to come.  Bring a generous potluck dish.  En-
joy the live music.  Play with the kids.  Bid at the auction. 
Connect with your neighbors. ❐

 ➤Summer Gathering (continued from p.1)

Keep up-to-the-minute with 
the Skyline Newsline. Sub-
scribe at www.srnpdx.org
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Classifieds

NOW 
ENROLLING!

Preschool for children ages 3 – 5

14140 NW Newberry Rd  •  Portland, OR 97231
408-656-6916 • info@wildwoodnatureschool.com

www.wildwoodnatureschool.com

10126 NW Ash Ct • Portland, OR 97231
408-656-6916 • info@wildwoodnatureschool.com

McCarthy Creek Remodeling Company - (ccb#206912) 
- property maintenance, remodeling, house whisperer - 
Call for details and rates - Don 503.705.4412.

HELP!  Our long time, beloved housekeeper has gone 
on to other things.  We live on McNamee Rd. and are look-
ing for an experienced housekeeper for twice/month.  We 
are pretty tidy, just need a little extra help with things.  Ref-
erences required.  Please call Bonnie at 503.621.9653.

Need blackberry removed?  Hire the hardworking 
people at Skyberry Farm.  With our growing season at an 
end, we have more free time to work for you.  If you are 
interested in having blackberry or other invasive species 
removal done on your property, send us an email to sched-
ule an estimate: Skyberry2013@gmail.com

Petsitting, Housesitting, Babysitting.  Young respon-
sible woman living on Skyline.  Petsitting - experience with 
dogs, cats, horses, barn animals.  Housesitting - drop-ins or 
overnight.  Babysitting -  Preschool and up.  Everyday help 
-  dog walking, gardening, and errands.  Call/text Peyton 
Chesley, 503.887.5708.  Rates and References upon request.

Owen West Electric.  Our specialty is service and pan-
el changes, kitchen and bath remodels, security, and yard 
lighting.  30 years of experience.  CCB  #29492.  503.297.6375 
Office, 503.880.9512 Cell

Sweetrock Swiss Bakery is now open 6 days a week, 
from 6 am to 1 pm.  Self-serve in the lobby; pickup your 
pre-orders in the afternoons.  Come choose artisan bread, 
baguettes, pastries, coffee, cookies, cold drinks, and more 
from our bakery in the old schoolhouse at 19189 NW Phil-
lips Road. Future home of local farm products and a won-
derful meeting space.  Stay tuned as our renovations of the 
cafe progress at sweetrockfarm.com or call 503.803.8418 
(Diane) or 503.803.7855 ( Bob)..

Blackberry, Scotch Broom Removal, Hydraulic 
Woodsplitting, Hedge Trimming.  Stihl FS-250 brush cut-
ter gets in tight spaces: fence lines, foundations, through 
narrow gates, on hillsides where brush hogs can’t go.  
Scotch Broom pulled with roots by Weed Wrench.  Haul 
behind splitter rolls to your site.  Chainsaw work, cut up 
downed trees.  Joel, 503.287.6956.

 
Donate your vehicle, running or not, to MIKE Pro-

gram commemorating longtime SRN resident, Michael 
Hartnett. Detailied instructions at www.mikeprogram.
org/vehicle_ donation to support health and mentoring 
enrichment for teens.

Rent the Skyline Grange. Planning an event? The 
Grange may be the perfect spot.  Contact Pat Barnard at 
(503) 522-0904 or pbarnard2@aol.com  Visit www.srnpdx.
org and click Skyline Grange.

You can eliminate Scotch broom, holly and other 
woody shrubs and sapling trees easily with a weed 
wrench.  SRN has a weed wrench loan program.  We have 
3 sizes (small, medium, and large) available at no charge. 
Contact Sen at 503.621.3331 for the large and medium 
weed wrenches located on Skyline near mile marker 15. 
Contact Karen at 503.289.7169 for the small weed wrench 
located on McNamee Rd.
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Community Calendar

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

July 1, 7 p.m.:  Monthly meeting of SRN Board of Di-
rectors.  All neighbors are welcome to attend.  Contact 
Laurel at srn@srnpdx.org for location.

July 5, 5 p.m.:  Tour and farm-to-table dinner spon-
sored by Skyberry Farm.  All proceeds donated to the 
Linnton Community Center.  Cost is $40 per person.  Space 
limited; to reserve,  email skyberry2013@gmail.com.

July 13, 7:30 p.m.:  Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange 
#894, 11275 NW Skyline.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

July 25, 9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.:  McCarthy Creek Clean 
Up work party, organized by WMSWCD.  Meet in the 
parking lot of NARA Northwest, 17645 NW St. Helens 
Highway.

Aug. 8, 12 to 5:00 p.m.:  SRN Summer Gathering at the 
Plumper Pumpkin Patch, 11435 NW Old Cornelius Pass 
Road.  All Skyline neighbors and their guests are welcome.  
Auction donation deadline Wednesday, Aug. 5.  See story 
this issue for details.

Aug. 10, 7:30 p.m.:  Monthly meeting of Skyline 
Grange #894, 11275 NW Skyline.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend.

Sept. 14, 7:30 p.m.:   Monthly meeting of Skyline 
Grange #894, 11275 NW Skyline.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend.


