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“We Have Built It.  Will You Come?"
By Miles Merwin, Brad Graff & Agnes Kwan (SRN Tech 
Committee)

SRN recently re-launched its website with a fresh de-
sign and new features. The former site was showing its 
age, so we decided to try to make 
our web presence more informative 
and easier to navigate. And SRN has 
added an interactive discussion fo-
rum to facilitate direct communica-
tion among neighbors, or at least the 
electronic equivalent of talking over 
the back fence.

Website (srnpdx.org)
Some new features you’ll find on 

the Home page are a blog, weekly cal-
endar and local weather feeds. 

“Skyline Voices” is an on-going 
blog that posts stories written not by 
one person but a growing number of 
local residents. Some stories are fun-
ny, some are serious and some are just 
slices of life on the Hill. Skyline Voices 
is exclusive to the website, so check 
back periodically to read the latest in-
stallment.  Feel free to post your com-
ments too.  And we welcome anyone 
in the neighborhood to submit a blog post (send them to 
web_edit@srnpdx.org).

Now you can see local weather in real-time, thanks to 
feeds on the home page from two Weather Underground 

stations on the Hill. SRN has sponsored a computerized 
weather station on Skyline west of Cornelius Pass Rd. at 
about 900 ft. elevation.  It feeds current temperature, rain-
fall, wind speed, etc. By clicking the link, you can view 
more detailed weather stats for the day, week or month. 

There’s a second feed from another 
private weather station at lower el-
evation near Skyline and Newberry 
Roads. And SRN hopes to add another 
station in future, further up Skyline, to 
cover all our microclimates.

Also on the Home page is a week-
ly calendar of local events, which is a 
feed from SRN’s own Google calen-
dar. For a month-to-month calendar 
view, click the Calendar link in the top 
menu bar. You’re welcome to submit 
new listings to calendar@srnpdx.org. 
And the row of buttons contain links 
that will take you directly to several 
destinations, e.g. our Facebook and 
Flickr pages, Newsline sign-up and 
donations page.

Elsewhere on the SRN website, 
you’ll find copies of current and past 
issues of the Skyline Newsline and the 
Skyline Ridge Runner. The Ridge Run-
ner is always posted on the web in full 

color before the printed version is mailed.
The Topics tab will direct you to a large and expand-
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Rural Property Evaluations Urged By Fire Captain
By Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue

Virgil Hall, captain of TVF&R Station 64, and his crews 
have been working on updating rural response data and 
maps for properties in the area to ensure they are able to 
provide the most rapid response in the event of an emer-
gency.  The limited information crews currently have for 
some properties dates back to June 2000 or further.

When it comes to a fire or medical emergency, sec-
onds count.  Today, we operate our response efforts using 
a computer-aided mapping and dispatch system.  Know-

ing important details about how to best find your property, 
and unique characteristics of the property, can be critical in 
helping our crews navigate a large response vehicle to an 
emergency scene.

In an effort to provide you with outstanding emergen-
cy response services, Capt. Hall would welcome meeting 
with you to conduct a property evaluation. The informa-
tion obtained will be entered into our automated dispatch 
system, thus enahcning our response capability if we 

Skyline Ridge Forum is an online meeting place 
for Skyline area neighbors to converse with 
one another on a wide variety of topics (srn.
freeforums.net)
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Editor: Miles Merwin
Contributing Editor: Laura Foster
Page Composition & Graphics: Agnes Kwan
Printing & Mailing: Karen Garber
Copy Editor: Libby Merwin
Contributors:  : Laurel Erhardt, TVF&R, Ken Pincus, Daren 
Taber, Carolyn Lindberg, Mike Pullen, Marlene Bauer,  Kay 
Plumb, Sen Speroff and Tracy Waters

Send comments, articles, opinions and advertising requests to 
the Editor, 14416 NW Skyline Blvd., Portland, OR 97231, ridg-
erunner@srnpdx.org, or fax to 503.621.3450.  Deadlines for all 
submissions are the 15th day of March, June, September, and 
December unless otherwise announced.  Letters to the Editor 
are welcome, but must include your name and phone number 
for verification.  Letters may be edited for length.

➜ Deadline for the next issue is December 15

Skyline Ridge Neighbors Inc.
Skyline Ridge Neighbors is a nonprofit organization serving 
rural northwestern Multnomah County through educational, 
environmental, and social programs that inform residents on 
relevant issues and events. SRN endeavors to better our com-
munity, encourage volunteer efforts, and openly communicate 
with residents and outside organizations.

SRN Board of Directors (2014-2015)
Laurel Erhardt, President & Secretary/ 503.621.3501
 president@srnpdx.org
                secretary@srnpdx.org
John Eskew, Treasurer / 503.349.7031
               treasurer@srnpdx.org
George Sowder, Land Use / 503.621.3552
Sue Kenney/ 503.621.3710
Brad Graff / 503.292.1614

Skyline Rural Watch Newsline
Subscribe to SRN’s weekly email newsletter of local events 
and news via the link at www.srnpdx.org. Contact the Editor, 
Laurel Erhardt, at newsline@srnpdx.org or 503.621.3501 to 
submit items for publication

SRN Website
Visit www.srnpdx.org for more news, photos and information 
about our community.  If you have questions or comments, 
contact the Webmaster, Agnes Kwan, at webmaster@srnpdx.
org.

The views and opinions presented herein are those of the 
authors and are not necessarily endorsed by SRN or Skyline 
neighborhood residents.

Thanks For Your Donations!
Many thanks to the following neighbors and 
friends who recently  made cash donations to 
SRN:

~ Jay Kravitz
~ John Sanders & Juanita Ladyman
~ Susan & Patrick Ahern
~ Miles & Libby Merwin
~ Lauren Leese & Jerry Heckman
~ Andrew Moyer

SRN relies on the financial support of the Sky-
line community to pursue its nonprofit, edu-
cational mission. We operate entirely on the 
volunteer efforts of neighbors like you.

Donations are tax-deductible and always appre-
ciated! Please make checks payable to SRN and 
send them to John Eskew, SRN Treasurer, 15604 
NW Rock Creek Rd., Portland, OR 97231.

You can also make a donation by credit card. 
Please visit the link www.srnpdx.org/donate-
srn on the SRN website to securely and easily 
make a donation using PayPal.  Thank you.

Treasurer’s Report
By John Eskew

SRN Income & Expenses
Jan. 1 – Sept. 15, 2015

BEGINNING BALANCE   01/01/2015  $20,655 
   
INCOME
Advertising        851 
Donations 856 
Summer Gathering (net)                         2,180
  
TOTAL INCOME 3,887 
  
EXPENSES
Administration 784 
Ridge Runner 2,972 
Website 327

TOTAL EXPENSES 4,083 
  
NET INCOME/EXPENSE (196)
  
ENDING BALANCE   09/15/15 $20,459

There's more online at
www.srnpdx.org
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SRN News

SRN Summer Gathering - A Nice Day It Was! 
By Laurel  Erhardt, SRN President 

The weather for the SRN Summer Gathering was not 
near perfect, it was perfect! Well over 100 neighbors and 
friends were in attendance at our 
annual neighborhood get-togeth-
er. The afternoon was spent visit-
ing, gleaning information from 
the community information tables, 
and neighbors, listening to good 
live music, eating, and bidding 
up. Once again Valerie and John 
Driscoll spent hours on the potluck 
setup. It was well organized with 
our neighbor's contributions beau-
tifully displayed. The diversity of 
delectable, tasty dishes made it 
easy to do that occasional “over-
indulge.” Lynn Conover’s band, 
Gravel, supplied our music. Thank 
you Lynn, Dan Haley, Lou Lozada, 
Bob Wadle and special guest Jim-
my Boyer.

And the other main purpose of the Gathering, Fund-
raising, was well supported also. We had over 100 do-
nations for the oral auction and fixed-price items tables. 
Audrey Vasconcellos used all of her creative talents and 
worked diligently for days setting up the displays. They 
drew our eyes from the practical, to the eclectic one-of-a-
kind, to the beautiful and artful, and of course to the home-
made goodies. Bidding was fun and competitive. Yips of 
“I got it!” and groans of “dang it” were heard as the silent 
auction gavel fell at 3:30 p.m. sharp. And smiles were seen 
all around.

The oral auction held the crowd in suspense over and 
over as our neighbor and auctioneer, Rob Bass, was inter-
rupted with a raised hand and a head nod by a bidder as 
he was saying “Going once?, Going twice?......”.

The take for the day was over $3000 and that would 
not have happened without businesses and neighbors 
donating time and money to put together awesome and 
unique items for the auction. We sincerely thank the local 
businesses that contributed: see page 8.  Following are our 
neighbors and neighborhood supporters who donated to 
the auction: Sen. Betsy Johnson, Beller-Bowersox Family, 
Carolyn Lindberg, Audrey Vasconcellos, Dick Gilkeson, 
Leslie Morgan, Sharon Barthmaier, Carolyn Lindberg, 
Gary & Kelly Kuntz, Ava Chapman, Andre and Suzanne 
Perra, Brad and Lisa Graff, Rosalie Hall, Tracy Waters, 
Claire Stock, Bacon Dexter, Miles and Libby Merwin, Jim 
Livingston, Sen and Leon Speroff, KD Davison, John Es-
kew, Richard and Bobbi Linn, Rob and Charlotte Law-
rence, Paul Wright, and James Lyons. 

There are so many who made this day fun and suc-

cessful: the Plumper Pumpkin Patch - Jim and Peggy Kes-
singer - and their crew for the wonderful venue; the Meat-
ing Place for donating the pulled pork; Rebecca Jenkins for 
organizing the kids games; Libby Merwin for growing and 

arranging the beautiful flowers; 
and Sen Speroff for getting stacks 
of dishes, napkins, and table linens 
washed, folded, sorted, and tucked 
away. 

And there were many of our 
neighbors and friends who all 
helped before, during, and af-
ter to help lighten the load for 
all: Rhonda Kelvin, Steve Frad-
kin, Cindy Banks, Jim and Trevor 
Cheadle, Nora and Jacob Schreiber, 
Sue Kenney,  Brad and Lisa Graff, 
Libby and Miles Merwin, Burt La-
zar, Jolene Williams, Leon Speroff, 
Vickie Coghill, John Eskew, Donald 
Jenkins, Natalie Harger, George 
Sowder, Ras Sauer, Kelly Sue Mun-
son, Steve Cook, Rosalie Hall, 

James and River Lyons, Lori Schreiber, Diane Vireday, Bob 
McCormick, Tracy Waters, Laurel Harroun, and Don Zerr.

Thank you, thank you, thank you all for being a part of 
what makes this neighborhood such a special place to live. 
We couldn't do it without you!  ❐

We help you conserve and protect soil & water  
resources on your land and in your forest for    

people, wildlife and the environment. Our technical 
advice is free! Contact us at 503/238-4775; 

www.wmswcd.org. 

Long-time local resident Lynn Conover brought her 
band to play fantastic roots-rock and alt-country for 
the 2015 Summer Gathering (Photo: M. Merwin)
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People of Skyline

Craig Thomas (Tom) Potts, 68, passed away on Tues-
day, August 18, 2015 in Rockaway Beach, Oregon. He was 
born on November 29, 1946 in Iowa City, IA to Ray and 
Eva Potts.

Tom grew up in Humbolt and Ames, IA. He gradu-
ated from Ames High School in Ames, Iowa in 1965. After 
high school, he attended Iowa State University where he 
received a bachelors degree, and began work on a masters 
degree. He moved to Chicago where he worked as a pho-
tojournalist, photo editor, and public relations manager.  
He and his family moved to Portland, Oregon where he 
worked at Intel in media relations and lived with his fam-

ily for over 20 years on NW Skyline Boulevard.
Tom was married to Jeanine Coupe Ryding, and later 

to Marlene Bauer. Tom was an avid photographer, and 
enjoyed cars, travel, running, diving, hiking and biking.  
He loved animals and volunteered for several years at the 
Audubon Society of Portland in the Wildlife Care Center, 
rehabilitating injured wild animals.  

Tom was preceded in death by his mother Eva.  He is 
survived by his daughter Zoe Potts, his brother Tim, his fa-
ther Ray, and his nieces and nephews. The family requests 
that any donations be made in Tom’s name to the Audu-
bon Society of Portland.  ❐

Craig (Tom) Potts, 1946 – 2015

Skyline Artisans

By Ken Pincus, Skyline Artisans

Skyline Artisans is pleased to invite the public to our 
next Holiday Festival at the Skyline Grange on Saturday 
and Sunday, November 21 and 22. The sale will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Skyline Grange. This is our 
second year to hold the show the weekend before Thanks-
giving, and we look forward to another lively event.

In this weekend event, there will be about 20 booths 
showcasing the work of Skyline area artisans. Included 
will be booths selling jewelry, accessories, pottery, glass, 

book arts, home décor, paintings, wood turning and other 
items.  As in previous events, local food vendors will have 
their baked goods, pickles and other foods available for 
purchase. And we hope to have continued participation by 
local wineries and area musicians.

Discover the beauty that is being created in your neigh-
borhood, and come out to strengthen our shared commu-
nity bond. We look forward to seeing you.

For more information including inquiries about rent-
ing a booth, please contact Ken Pincus at  ken@pincuspot-
terystudio.com .  ❐

Find Holiday Gifts from Local Artisans at Sale, November 21-22

Are you an Amazon Shopper? 
Log onto https://smile.amazon.com, designate Skyline Ridge Neighbors as your 

charity, and Amazon will donate a portion of every purchase to SRN.
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Land Use  & Public Services

I am MCSO Deputy Daren Taber and I am your West 
Side Community Resource Officer.  I am very excited to 
meet the members of your community and to become a 
part of it.  The position of the West Side Community Re-
source Officer was discontinued a number of years ago, 
but through the hard work and dedication 
of a number of your fellow community 
members, Multnomah County Sheriff Dan 
Staton, and Multnomah County Commis-
sioner Jules Bailey, the position has been 
reinstated.

My hope with this position is that I 
can partner with community members like 
you to help reduce crime and increase liv-
ability in your neighborhood.  Although I 
am not a patrol deputy, I am here to help 
with ongoing problems which will require 
more time than a patrol deputy can offer, 
i.e. ongoing traffic issues, ongoing noise is-
sues, drug issues, neighbor disputes, etc.  I 
am also here to mediate between disputing 
parties when other options have failed.

I am assigned to the areas in west 
Multnomah County covered by MCSO, in-
cluding the communities of Skyline, Sau-
vie Island, and Dunthorpe. I am currently 

based out of the Safety Action Team (SAT) office located at 
18330 N.W. Sauvie Island Rd.  Feel free to drop by and say 
“Hi” if you see my patrol car parked next to the building.  
I should be around the office Tuesday through Friday from 
7a.m. through 5p.m.  I will often be out of the office, how-

ever, as I am planning on getting out to 
meet people face to face as often as I can.

I can also be reached at wscro@mcso.
us or you can leave me a message at 
503.621.9211.  Please be aware that that 
phone number is not manned and will 
only give you the option to leave a mes-
sage.  If you have an emergency, call 911, 
or if you need a patrol deputy to take a 
report for a non-emergency, please call 
503.823.3333.

I am hoping to develop an email list 
of community members who are interest-
ed in receiving a monthly email newslet-
ter as well as emergency emails when an 
incident is occurring in the Skyline area.  
Please send me an email if you want to 
join the list.  I would also like to write a 
monthly police blotter in the Skyline Rural 
Watch.  ❐

Introducing Daren Taber, Our New Liaison with MC Sheriff’s Office

Deputy Daren Taber is the new West 
Side Community Resource Officer 
with the MC Sheriff’s Office (Photo: 
MCSO)

should need to respond to an emergency at your property.  
If you are interested in scheduling a rural property evalua-
tion, please call 503.259.1402 to set up an appointment for 
a Station 64 crew to visit your property.

During a rural property evaluation, firefighters will 
evaluate the following topics with you:

1) Addressing/Markers:
Ensure a clear and visible address is posted on the 

house. We recommend using a contrasting color from the 
house/building color or reflective numbers.  Ensure that 
there is an address marker, visible from the roadway.  If 
you do not have a reflective address marker for your prop-
erty, we can recommend how you can obtain one.

2) Road/Driveway Access:
Ensure your access road or driveway is clear of de-

bris, dense vegetation, and low-hanging branches so that 
emergency response vehicles have adequate clearance. 
Ensure that there is signage at the entrance to any branch-
ing driveways to ensure responders can locate your home. 
Dead end roads less than 150 feet long create challenges for 
emergency responders, especially at night.  Space to turn 
around response vehicles is appreciated.

3) Bridges/Culverts:
Due to the weight of emergency response vehicles, 

bridge capacity should be clearly posted.  Without bridge 
capacity information, emergency response may be hin-

dered.
4) Gates:
While security gates provide a measure of security for 

rural properties, locked security gates can delay emergen-
cy responders trying to reach your property.  Firefighters 
would appreciate the opportunity to discuss your current 
security gate arrangements.

5) Structure Size:
If your home or business is 3,500 square feet or larger, 

it would be helpful for us to note that in our mapping sys-
tem so that in case of a fire, the right amount and type of 
resources are dispatched for the size of the structure.  

6) Water Supply:
Establishing a water supply in case of a fire is of criti-

cal importance, especially in rural areas where there is lim-
ited/no access to hydrants.  It is helpful to know where the 
closest hydrant is and if your property has a cistern, pond, 
or other source of water nearby.  Also, if your driveway is 
more than 350 feet from the main road, we would like to 
note that in our mapping system for the purpose of deter-
mining how best to establish a water supply and resources 
we need to deploy in the event of a fire.

7) Defensible Space:
If you live in a wildfire hazard zone, it is recommend-

ed that you have a minimum of 30 feet of defensible space 
around your home.  Homes on a slope should have 100 feet 
of defensible space.  Defensible space is an area in which 
flammable vegetation has been cleared.  ❐

➤Rural Property Evaluations, (continued from p. 1)
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Land Use  & Public Services

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  BETSY	  JOHNSON	  
	  	  	  STATE	  SENATOR	  
	  	  	  DISTRICT	  16	  
	   	   	  

District	  Office:	  
53894	  Airport	  Road	  (PO	  Box	  R)	  
Scappoose,	  OR	  	  97056	  
Phone:	  503.543.4046	  
Fax:	  503.543.5296	  
sen.betsyjohnson@state.or.us	  

	  
Salem	  Office:	  

900	  Court	  Street	  NE,	  S-‐209	  
Salem,	  OR	  	  97301	  

Phone:	  503.986.1716	  
sen.betsyjohnson@state.or.us	  

	  

By Mike Pullen, Multnomah County Transportation Dept.

The Oregon Legislature has approved $3.9 million to 
fund safety improvements for Multnomah County’s sec-
tion of NW Cornelius Pass Road. The funding will allow 
the county to construct improvements that have been iden-
tified in a recent planning effort.  The improvements - in-
cluding realigned curves, shoulder widening, guardrails, 
vehicle pullouts, and a vehicle-activated beacon - are being 
designed this year with construction scheduled to begin in 
2017.

“We greatly appreciate the support of Oregon’s law-
makers, especially Senator Betsy Johnson, for making this 
safety project a priority,” said County Commissioner Jules 
Bailey, whose district includes the road. “The recent death 
of another young motorist on the road underscores the 
need to do everything we can to make the road safer.”

Multnomah County’s section of the road passes 
through a steep, winding, rural area between Highway 30 
and the Washington County line. Traffic volumes are in-
creasing in the corridor.  A citizen advisory committee, in-
cluding Senator Johnson, has been working with the coun-

ty on plans for improving safety since November 2013.
The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) 

has supported the county’s efforts by providing funds to 
complete design work for the project. 

The funding was included in Senate Bill 501 which re-
ceived final approval from the Legislature on July 6.  The 
bill now goes to Governor Kate Brown for approval.  For 
project information, visit www.multco.us/roads.  ❐

Volunteers Remove Ivy and Trash to Help Clean Up McCarthy Creek
By Carolyn Lindberg, WMSWCD

Fifteen volunteers organized by West Multnomah 
Soil & Water Conservation District plucked out tires and 
other trash from McCarthy 
Creek in NW Portland over 
the weekend of July 25th 
and pulled invasive weeds 
along its banks. They cut a 
massive ivy infestation off 
the bridge on old St. Helens 
Hwy. at McCarthy Creek 
and filled about 10 bags of 
trash and weeds. 

The cleanup began at 
the property owned by the 
Native American Rehabilita-
tion Association on Hwy. 30 
and a handful of residents 
joined in the effort to clear 
trash and improve water 
quality and habitat for fish 
and other critters. 

McCarthy Creek flows 
into the Multnomah Chan-
nel and eventually into the 
Columbia River and the Pa-
cific Ocean.  Unfortunately, 
sections of McCarthy and its 

tributaries have been clogged with household trash and 
debris from nearby homes and drivers passing through.  
This harms the vital fish and wildlife habitat of the creek, 
degrades water quality, and contaminates soils. It also 

prevents the establishment 
of native vegetation, which 
helps stop erosion.  Birds and 
wildlife can confuse litter for 
food.  In addition to polluting 
McCarthy Creek, debris even-
tually works its way through 
its tributaries to the ocean, 
ending up in the stomachs of 
marine animals, including the 
fish we eat.  Currently, 10% of 
the ocean’s surface is plastic!

The Conservation District 
is working to improve water 
quality and habitat so that 
salmon, cutthroat trout, song 
birds, pollinators and other 
native wildlife such as red-
legged frogs can thrive again 
in the area, considered by 
many to be a hidden treasure 
of Portland.  ❐NW Portland volunteers Rob Lee, Jane Hartline and Shawn Looney 

vanquished the old-growth ivy covering the old highway bridge on 
McCarthy Creek (Photo: WMSWCD)

Funding For Cornelius Pass Road Safety Improvements Approved
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Forest, Farm and Garden

Rethinking Our Home Water Supply: Could the Well Run Dry?
By Kay Plumb, Newberry Road

If you’ve lived up here for 23 years or so, as we have, 
the idea that your well could run dry might take a while 
to dawn on you. Run out of water? Up here? No way. Re-
member the rains and slides 
of ‘96? Remember summers 
so cold and wet that you just 
gave up and plowed the to-
mato plants under? Run out 
of water... sheesh. We don’t 
have to worry about running 
out of water up here! That’s 
for those chumps down in 
the Klamath Basin. All we 
have to worry about up here 
is making sure that the oo-
dles and oodles of rain we 
always get don’t cause too 
much erosion. It’s all about 
water drainage up here, not 
water shortage. Right?

Right... In fact, Dave and 
I have done such a good job 
on drainage that we put a 
bench next to the main watershed where we can sit in win-
tertime and watch as thousands of gallons of water run 
down the hill, into our drains, and out into the roadside 
drain. It’s very pretty after a hard rain... watching those 
thousands of gallons of water gurgling away, away, away...

But then every summer, when it stops raining, and 
doesn’t rain for three months in a row—or maybe four 
months in a row this year—we irrigate about half an acre 
of garden out of our well.

Which well? Well... our only well. The well that has no-
one-knows how much water in it, which is coming from a 
water table that is no-one-knows how deep. The well we 
drink out of. The well we need for household use. The well 
that absolutely has to have water in it or this whole prop-
erty and all the work we’ve put into it will be as useless as 
tits on a boar. That well. We irrigate our garden out of that 
well. As it gets hotter and drier, and hotter and drier, we 
irrigate for longer and longer, every summer. Humph. 

And furthermore, so does everybody else up here. We 
all irrigate our properties out of wells that have no-one-
knows how much water in them, which are coming from a 
water table that is no-one-knows how deep. Humph.

Like I said, we’re a bit slow, but this summer it finally 
began to dawn on us that irrigating our big beautiful gar-
den out of our one and only well might not be such a good 
idea. That catching some of each winter’s rainfall and us-
ing it for irrigation might be a better idea. That maybe we 
should look into building a pond to capture winter runoff 
that can be used later for summer irrigation. 

So we began to investigate. Turns out, Oregon has a 
Water Resources Department, and the state is divided into 
water districts. We’re in District 20. Building a pond re-
quires a couple of state permits: one to capture runoff and 
one to use that water for irrigation. Also a sign-off from 

Fish and Wildlife (to make 
sure no critters are negatively 
affected), and some city (or 
county) land use forms. 

Luckily, each water dis-
trict has a Water Master to 
point people in the right di-
rection and to help them fill 
out the forms. (If you want to 
make a friend for life, tell her 
you don’t have a water prob-
lem right now, and you don’t 
ever want to have a water 
problem.)

These forms are all going 
to ask for an estimate of your 
current water usage. And it’s 
important to be as accurate 
as you can here, for a couple 
of reasons. One, the permit to 

enlarge a pond costs about twice as much as the permit to 
build a pond in the first place. So a mistake could be costly. 
Two, irrigation takes a lot more water than you’d think, 
and if you don’t plan big enough you’ll be looking at a 
mud hole for several months our of every year, not a pond. 
So the officials I spoke to all advised me to be as accurate as 
possible with my estimate, and then to add some.

There are various ways to estimate how much water 
you’re using for irrigation, and the folks at the Water Re-
sources Department can explain those better than I can. 
But if you’re rather particular or simply curious and you 
want to know how much water you’re using for irrigation, 
then put a water meter on your pump, start a spread sheet, 
and track your water usage every day for a year. (Science 
project!) The difference between the summer months and 
the winter months will be how much water you need to 
capture for irrigation. 

Dave and I are at this point in the story. We got a wa-
ter meter, but then we looked at all that pipe in the pump 
house and got cold feet about installing it ourselves, so 
we’re waiting for the pump man to come out and hook up 
the meter for us. 

While waiting, we started thinking about how in hell 
we’d get our drinking water if that earthquake the geolo-
gists are promising us comes along, so we also bought a 
1500 gallon water tank, which has already been delivered 
and is sitting next to our pump house as I type this line. 

The 1500 gallon water tank for irrigation and emergency supply 
is ready to be plumbed to Kay & David’s well, inside the adjacent 
pump house (Photo: K. Plumb)

Rethinking Water Supply,  p. 10 ➤
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Please Thank and Support the Local Business 
Sponsors of the 2015 Summer Gathering

Plumper Pumpkin Patch & Tree 
Farm

11435 NW Old Cornelius Pass Rd, Portland
503.645.9561

www.plumperpumpkin.com

The Meating Place
6495 NW Cornelius Pass Rd., Hillsboro

503.533.0624
www.meatingplacepdx.com

Linnton Feed & Seed
10920 NW St Helens Rd., Portland

503.286.1291

Beauti"full" Country Style 
Holiday Wreaths 

18325 NW Morgan Rd.
503.789.0605

imkellysue@gmail.com

Means Nursery
33499 Kammeyer Rd, Scappoose

503.543.3223

Pincus Pottery Studio
14754 NW Ash St, Portland

503.285.4785
pincuspotterystudio.com

Painting With Threads
503.621.3710

Suekkenney@gmail.com

St Johns Veterinary Clinic
4818 N Lombard St., Portland

503.289.4996

www.stjohnsvc.com

Zoe Bacon Design
503.621.6946

ztbacon@msn.com

Intrinsic Potential
Kate and John Eskew

503.621.9867 
kate@intrinsicpotential.com

Batwater Station
16340 NW Rock Creek Rd, Portland 97231

503.799.7082
batwater@mac.com
www.batwater.com

Hillsboro Foot and Ankle 
503.648.2200

Broadway Foot and Ankle
 503.282.8777 

Dr. Elliot Michael
www.hillsborofootandankleclinic.com

Salty Tea Cup
  8416 NW Lombard St, Portland 97203 

971.266.8805 
emily@saltyteacup.com
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Skyline Grange Marks 75 Years of Serving Our Community
By Sen Speroff and Tracy Waters

In 1940, the Skyline Grange was organized and char-
tered as the 894th Grange in Oregon.   This means Skyline 
Grange has been serving the Skyline community for 75 
years.  Lawrence R. Mack was installed as its first Master 
at a meeting with 28 Skyline members present and 104 visi-
tors.  

At first, Grange meetings were held at Skyline School, 
later at the American Legion Hall, then in 1955 at the pres-
ent day site after the building was erected.  Marching and 
Grange rituals dominated much of the activities in the 
early years.  Gradually activities included more and more 
community health promotion, supporting servicemen, and 
working on the building.  Today, we definitely spend our 
energy on improving the building so it is more accessible 
and welcoming to all, supporting our community, and sim-
ply enjoying working together on projects.

Reading through old minutes is déjà vu.  Often the 
thoughts expressed in past decades still remain relevant 
today.  The topics discussed back then may sound famil-
iar - road safety and transportation concerns, grange hall 
maintenance and improvement needs, and enjoyment of 
being together.   

Selected Highlights from Old Meetings 
1940:  Motion carried to “write again in regard to 

yellow stripe on Germantown Rd… and ask for a stop sign 
at Newberry Road and Skyline.”

1945: Harmonica solo by Joe Lawer: “Don’t 
Sweetheart Me.”  Skit by Jack Wilkins, Joe Lawer, Fawn 
Brooks.  Pat & Betty Lamb sang 3 songs accompanied by 
Pat Lamb on her guitar.

1951: “Everyone is to work on Hall over the 
weekend.  Women as well as men.” 

 1963: Moved to have a Smorgasbord and play 
bingo or have music or other entertainment.

1968: Motion carried “to get enough men to 
help get the beams replaced under the front of the hall & 
not hire boys to do it.”

1972: Motion to “have a pancake feed” for the 
benefit of the Fire District ambulances.

1976: Suggested that work be started on the ceil-
ing in the hall.  “It is impossible to hear or to keep warm in 
the back.”

1995:  “Cornelius Pass and Skyline intersection 
needs something done to increase safety”.

1995:  “There was no meeting in March.  The fur-
nace would not come on and it was too cold without it.”

1995:  Had potluck with 28 in attendance.  “It 
was very good.”  

The 75 years were not without difficulties, such as the 
fire that destroyed all but the foundation in 1974 and the 
vote to close the Grange in 1996 due to “not having any 

money … and … such a small number of members.” 
With the ebb and tide of history, several themes pre-

vailed: members of Skyline Grange have always felt like 
family; Skyline Grange has always been committed to the 
well-being of the Skyline community; and, there is always 
plenty of work to do.  Today Skyline Grange has 32 mem-
bers (and growing) with the same feelings – family, com-
munity, and enjoyment, while working together.  Consider 
joining.  

Fall Garage Sale 10/2-3

Our inventory of garage sale items donated by local 
households is bulging.  Though we often say so, it is true 
that this will be the “biggest and best garage sale.”  The 
Sale is Friday, October 2 (9 a.m. to 7 p.m.) and Saturday, 
October 3 (9 a.m. to 5 p.m.).  This sale has a uniquely Sky-
line flavor with items for all sections of a household, plus 
equipment useful for semi-rural living.  We strive to offer 
clean, functioning items.  This has been a semi-annual ben-
efit for Skyline Grange since 2003.  Coffee will be brewed, 
served with cookies fresh out of the oven.  See you there!

Soup Supper 10/24: A 75th Grange 
Birthday Celebration

Yes, this will be an extra special annual Community 
Soup Supper.  Skyline Grange will be celebrating its 75th 
birthday and Sara Bowersox already said she would bake 
the cake.  You are invited on Saturday, October 24 from 5-8 
p.m., serving until 7 p.m.  It’s a perfect way to spend a 
rainy, foggy autumn evening. We do the cooking and you 
enjoy hearty and delicious homemade soups, homemade 
breads, fresh salads, homemade desserts, and conversation 
with neighbors. Suggested donation is $7/adult or $15/
family.   

Come!  Invite the neighbors!  Inform old Skyline 
Grange members.  If you have questions or would like to 
help, contact skylinegrange894@msn.com, or call Tracy 
Waters at 503.285.3530, or Sen Speroff at 503.708.1414.

Keep Up-to-Date on Grange Activities 

You can keep up-to-date with happenings at the Grange 
by visiting http://www.srnpdx.org/skyline-grange.html.  
SRN has generously given us a section of its website for 
Grange news. This will provide detailed information about 
Skyline Grange, its activities, rental information, and how 
to join. We are currently updating this website.  Check it 
out. You can contact the Grange at SkylineGrange894@
msn.com. Monthly meetings are held on most second 
Mondays of each month at 7:30 p.m. (Contact us to confirm 
meeting date or check the calendar on website.)   ❐

Skyline Grange  
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 ➤Rethinking Water Supply (continued from p.7)

ing archive of information which includes the Resource 
Directory and content on local history, home life, land and 
farm, etc.  If you want a laugh, check the stories in the “Just 
for Fun” section, which highlight your neighbors’ creative 
writing skills – and feature real-life adventures on the hill.

Background info on SRN, including the current Board, 
Bylaws, boundaries, and history, are under the About tab. 
To learn about the Skyline Grange and the various com-
munity activities hosted there, click on the Skyline Grange 
tab.

Skyline Ridge Forum (srn.freeforums.net)
Our new discussion forum is hosted by SRN to en-

courage online conversation among neighbors on a vari-
ety of subjects. It’s just for community residents and those 
with direct ties to the neighborhood, and it’s administered 
by SRN volunteers. SRN pays a nominal monthly fee to 
keep it ad-free. 

In order to keep it local, we ask people to first regis-
ter and tell us if they are current or former Skyline area 
residents, or have some other involvement here. Under 
the Forum menu link on the SRN website (www.srnpdx.
org/forum.html), there’s a short video that explains how 
to register as a forum member.

We use ProBoards to host our forum and like other 
discussion forums, it has a hierarchical structure. From 
the forum home page, you’ll see a number of categories, 
e.g. Local Issues, Community, Wildlife, etc. Within each 
category are various discussion boards, e.g. Land Use and 
Road Safety under the Local Issues category. Click on one 
of those and you’ll see a number of discussion topics or 
“threads.” At this level, you can start a new discussion 

topic within that board by clicking Create Thread (please 
keep it on-topic). Click on the topic to read the messages 
that members have posted, and click Reply if you want 
add your post. 

One of our objectives for the forum is to tap into the 
wealth of neighborhood knowledge. There are lots of folks 
with years of experience with, for example, horses, veg-
etable gardening, forestry, etc. We will reach out to some 
of our local “experts” and ask them to monitor discussions 
within their area of expertise so that you can get some use-
ful answers to your questions. 

Looking for the Classified Ads? Residents can post free 
ads in the Skyline Ridge Forum for items for sale, goods or 
services wanted and things to give away free. Please check 
the forum rules and terms of use for some basic guidelines 
on what’s OK to advertise.

We encourage forum members to explore the other 
features of the site. Click the Help tab for detailed instruc-
tions on how to use the forum and customize your prefer-
ences. You can edit your personal settings (Profile tab, then 
Edit Profile), including your “avatar,” social media links, 
privacy, and email notifications.

SRN encourages everyone in the neighborhood with 
internet access to join our forum and participate. We have 
recently expanded the list of categories and boards so you 
will find lots of things to talk about. And we welcome your 
feedback on any aspect of the website or forum. Please add 
a post within the Feedback board on the forum, or contact 
the forum administrators via forum@srnpdx.org.

We have built it for you, so now please come and use 
it!  ❐

➤ We Have Built It, ( continued from p. 1)

Service ◆ Remodeling ◆ Repiping

CRAIG ANDERSON
PLUMBING INC.

Craig Anderson

11230 NW Plainview Rd.     503-232-1060
Plainview, OR 97231     CCB# 100658

We’re going to have the pump guys plumb it into our main 
pump when they install the meter, so that fresh water will 
circulate through the tank as long as the power is on. 1500 
gallons = 2 gallons each a day for 4 people for 6 months. 

And finally, beyond irrigation, beyond drinking, a 
pond or water tank will come in very handy in the event of 
a forest fire, a situation that is becoming increasingly likely 
as our weather becomes increasingly hot and dry.

Here are some contacts to get you started:
Oregon Water Resources Department, 503.986.0900, 

and online
Water Master for District 20: Amy Kim, 503.722.1410
Water meters: H.D. Fowler Company, Wilsonville, OR, 

503.783.3490
Drip irrigation supplies: Ewing Irrigation, 5857 NW 

Cornelius Pass Rd, 503.533.5656
Water tanks: purchase online from Plastic-Mart or an-

other dealer, and have delivered.  ❐

Business Background • Local Knowledge

503-349-7031  
jbeskew@gmail.com

John Eskew
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Classifieds

NOW 
ENROLLING!

Preschool for children ages 3 – 5

14140 NW Newberry Rd  •  Portland, OR 97231
408-656-6916 • info@wildwoodnatureschool.com

www.wildwoodnatureschool.com

10126 NW Ash Ct • Portland, OR 97231
408-656-6916 • info@wildwoodnatureschool.com

Wanted:  Recumbent stationary bike.  Call Barbara 
503.621.3421.

Need blackberry removed?  Hire the hardworking 
people at Skyberry Farm.  With our growing season at 
an end, we have more free time to work for you.  If you 
are interested in having blackberry or other invasive spe-
cies removal done on your property, send us an email to 
schedule an estimate: Skyberry2013@gmail.com

McCarthy Creek Remodeling Company - 
(ccb#206912) - property maintenance, remodeling, house 
whisperer - Call for details and rates - Don  503.705.4412.

Owen West Electric.  Our specialty is service and pan-
el changes, kitchen and bath remodels, security, and yard 
lighting. 30 years of experience. CCB  #29492. 503.297.6375 
Office, 503.880.9512 Cell

Sweetrock Swiss Bakery is now open 6 days a week, 
from 6 am to 1 pm.  Self-serve in the lobby; pickup your 
pre-orders in the afternoons. Come choose artisan bread, 
baguettes, pastries, coffee, cookies, cold drinks, and more 
from our bakery in the old schoolhouse at 19189 NW Phil-
lips Road. Future home of local farm products and a won-
derful meeting space. Stay tuned as our renovations of the 
cafe progress at sweetrockfarm.com or call 503.803.8418 
(Diane) or 503.803.7855 ( Bob).

Blackberry, Scotch Broom Removal, Hydraulic 
Woodsplitting, Hedge Trimming.  Stihl FS-250 brush cut-
ter gets in tight spaces: fence lines, foundations, through 
narrow gates, on hillsides where brush hogs can’t go. 
Scotch Broom pulled with roots by Weed Wrench. Haul 
behind splitter rolls to your site. Chainsaw work, cut up 
downed trees. Joel, 503.287.6956.

Donate your vehicle, running or not, to MIKE Pro-
gram commemorating longtime SRN resident, Michael 
Hartnett. Detailied instructions at www.mikeprogram.
org/vehicle_ donation to support health and mentoring 
enrichment for teens.

Rent the Skyline Grange. Planning an event? The 
Grange may be the perfect spot. Contact Pat Barnard at 
503.522.0904 or pbarnard2@aol.com. Visit www.srnpdx.
org and click Skyline Grange.

You can eliminate Scotch broom, holly and other 
woody shrubs and sapling trees easily with a weed 
wrench. SRN has a weed wrench loan program. We have 
3 sizes (small, medium, and large) available at no charge. 
Contact Sen at 503.621.3331 for the large and medium 
weed wrenches located on Skyline near mile marker 15. 
Contact Karen at 503.289.7169 for the small weed wrench 
located on McNamee Rd.
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Community Calendar

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Oct. 2-3, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Satur-
day:  Fall Garage Sale to benefit the Skyline Grange. Tons 
of clean and functional items donated by local households. 
Coffee and cookies will be served.

Oct. 19, 7:30 p.m.:  Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange 
#894, 11275 NW Skyline. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Oct. 24, 5 p.m. – 8 p.m.:  Skyline Grange Soup Supper 
and Birthday Celebration. Join us to share good food and 
celebrate 75 years of community service. Questions or to 
help, contact Tracy Waters, 503.285.3530, or Sen Speroff, 
503.708.1414.

Nov. 16, 7:30 p.m.:  Monthly meeting of Skyline Grange 
#894, 11275 NW Skyline. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Nov. 4, 7 p.m.:  Monthly meeting of SRN Board of Di-

rectors. All neighbors are welcome to attend. Contact Lau-
rel at srn@srnpdx.org for location.

Nov. 21-22, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.:  Skyline Artisans Holiday 
Festival at the Skyline Grange. Shop for beautiful hand-
made gifts offered by local artists.

                 Anthony Reel, CFP® 
     Vice President - Investments 
                             503.841.6111 
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