Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate
View this email in your browser

Date: April 3, 2022

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
If you're reading this, you already are a part of what makes our community such a great place to live. April is
stacking up to be a month of opportunities to up your game, jump in, help out and meet or catch up with your
neighbors. You may chose to join the SRN Board or the Grange to help out in a more administrative/leadership
role. Or perhaps your time only allows simply attending meetings and helping out with an occasional activity.
Either way, check out what's on the calendar in April that you might be interested in attending or helping with.
Thanks!
Skyline Grange Monthly Meeting - Monday, April 4 7:30pm
All are welcome to attend, regardless of Grange membership. For more info, email
SkylineGrange894@msn.com.
SRN Board Meeting via Zoom - Thu, April 14, 6:30pm – 7:30pm
All SRN Board meetings are open to the public. We invite your input and ask you to consider joining. Contact
Brad Graff (bradgraff@gmail.com) for the link to these Zoom Meetings.
Annual roadside clean-up day co-sponsored by SOLVE & SRN
Saturday, April 23 8:30am
Come between 8:30 - 11 AM to the Skyline Grange, 11275 NW Skyline Blvd., to register and get bags and route
assignments. Pre-register appreciated but not required at:
- https://www.solveoregon.org/organization/0011I00000FPaaIQAT
SRN Spring Meeting via Zoom
Thursday, April 28 7pm
In addition to SRN business, invited guest speakers will present information about wildfire prevention and local
internet access. The Zoom link will be posted on the Newsline. (see Better/Faster Internet article below for how
you can help with the work SRN is doing to improve our internet connection issues)

Greetings SRN Neighbors
Are you interested in better/faster Internet?
As you may know, SRN has recently conducted a survey of our community to determine which of you receive
internet service, from whom and its quality. We feel this is an important issue for our neighborhood. That
information has now been forwarded to Multnomah County’s Digital Access Coordinator, who, in turn, has
forwarded it on to Faster Internet Oregon (a group working to develop a map of Oregon internet service gaps)
with the goal of securing funding to help close the internet gap.
A geographical survey of residences and distances would be helpful for both providers and government agencies
in assessing the cost and logistics of providing internet access to our rural area and for this, we need your help.
We have contacted Comcast which provides a robust internet broadband service to approximately the 13900
block of Skyline Blvd. If we are able to do a little of the preliminary work for them, they seem willing to conduct
their own survey and map of the area. With this, we hope to ascertain cost proposals per household as well as
approach other internet providers in the future.
What can you do?
If you are interested in this proposal, we would appreciate you providing your address and email. If we can
construct a map of our area with the location of residences that want and need faster, better internet service, it
will be a huge step assessing the viability of providing broadband internet access to all.
Please email your name, email, and street address (P.O. Boxes aren’t useful) to internetsurvey@SRNpdx.org.
You are also most welcome to mail your response to SRN BOARD PRESIDENT, Suzanne Perra, 17050 NW
Skyline Blvd., Portland, OR 97231

https://wmswcd.org/#

Climate lens for conservation
March 31, 2022

(Cover crops on a farm field help capture carbon and retain nutrients in the soil.)
West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District is currently developing a ‘climate lens’ for conservation with
the help of our Climate Change Intern, Emma Russell. The Climate Change Strategic Direction included in the
District’s 2021-2025 Long Range Business Plan is to ‘promote resilient environments and communities in the
face of climate change.’ The completed lens will help us achieve this strategy by informing and guiding how we
develop future conservation plans.
We are following three main steps to develop this ‘climate lens.’ The first step involves gathering information
regarding climate change impacts and the vulnerability of different ecosystems in the Pacific Northwest. This
information prompts questions about how to address these impacts and what adaptations, mitigation strategies,
and management practices we can include in conservation plans to reduce climate change impacts. Secondly,
we are compiling online tools and resources into the lens to help conservation staff incorporate ‘best
management practices’ – the most effective and practical ways to manage land – into conservation plans. The
resources will also help our staff and land managers measure the effectiveness of these practices. Lastly,
through the project, we aim to develop relationships with local partners and organizations participating in climate
mitigation and adaptation and increase collaboration around these efforts.
Through the research portion of the project, we learned of several ecosystem changes to be expected due to
climate change. In the Pacific Northwest, temperatures will rise, with drier summers and wetter winters with less
snowpack. Drier summers will lead to longer and more intense wildfire seasons and more severe drought. These
changes will increasingly stress ecosystems and change where plants currently grow, shifting their ranges.
Seedlings and juvenile plants will be most impacted by these changes, making it more difficult for new plants to
survive. Drier conditions will lead to drought stress, which makes ecosystems more prone to insect infestation,
disease, and invasive species. Agricultural crops will also suffer in the summer, with less water availability and
increased risk of erosion and low crop yields. Wetlands and riparian areas are also expected to experience shifts
in their hydrological cycles and are at increased risk of drying out.
The effects of climate change are widespread, leading to an overall reduction in ecosystem resilience and
increasing disturbances – short-term events that have a significant impact on an ecosystem, like wildfire or
drought. Both mitigation and adaptation strategies can be integrated into conservation projects to reduce the
impacts climate change will have on ecosystems.
One of the most significant ways to adjust land management practices to mitigate climate change is to change
conventional agricultural practices. Keeping soil structure intact by reducing tillage increases the amount of
carbon stored in soil and reduces the amount of carbon released into the atmosphere. Other ways to increase
soil-stored carbon include adding biochar or manure to soils, using organic fertilizers, and incorporating cover
cropping and crop rotations into planting strategies. It is also extremely important to protect and restore high
carbon-storing ecosystems like wetlands, riparian areas, and old-growth forests.
Adapting to climate change in the context of land management can mean adjusting the way we do our work,
what we prioritize, and what practices we recommend to land managers. To increase ecosystem resilience, this
could mean reducing soil disturbance in agricultural areas and forests, as described above, as well as taking
steps to increase biodiversity and habitat connectivity. Each of these practices increases ecosystem health and
promotes evolutionary adaptation and migration – and therefore survival — of plants and animals. Wildlife will
shift with plant communities, especially those important to food and shelter along with water sources, as droughts
worsen.
Another focus of the project is to identify which communities within our district are most at risk from the effects of
climate change. Extreme heat events are expected to occur more frequently with climate change. These will
intensify the Urban Heat Island (UHI) effect in urban areas.
Within our district, downtown and the Northwest Industrial areas are most impacted by high temperatures and
are identified as high risk communities. Efforts to reduce the UHI effect in these areas include protecting existing
trees, removing pavement, and promoting light-colored roofing materials. Introducing emergency preparedness
and neighborhood response plans can also increase resilience of frontline communities. Lastly, we aim to
incorporate Traditional Ecological Knowledge of Indigenous communities into our conservation planning and the
‘climate lens’ in order to learn from and build on Indigenous communities’ long-term and extensive experience
managing and living with the land.
With the reality of a changing climate, it is critically important that we use and incorporate a ‘climate lens’
perspective into local conservation practices. Our goal is to develop well-designed and carefully constructed
conservation plans, programming, and partnerships that act as instruments in reducing climate change impacts
in our local ecosystems.
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Oregon Wildlife Coalition funds new reward program for turning in poachers
of non-game species
March 30, 2022
SALEM, Ore.—When people conjure up the image of a poacher, it’s
usually a shady character shooting a trophy buck or bull out of season
or without a tag for the thrill of the kill, the antlers or the meat. But
other wildlife that aren’t hunted are also poached.
A new coalition aims to fight that. Eight non-profit groups joined
statewide efforts to combat poaching by creating a new cash reward
program for tipsters who call the OSP Turn In Poachers (TIP) Line—
this time benefiting these “non-game” species that aren’t hunted.
The Oregon Wildlife Coalition (OWC) will pay rewards of $500-$1,000
Bald eagle shot with a pellet gun in West
for poaching reports that lead OSP F&W Troopers to an arrest or
citation. OWC launched the new reward program to address poaching Linn last year. The Oregon Wildlife
Coalition has created a new cash rewards
of non-game species.
program for tips about the poaching of
“Oregon has a pervasive poaching problem, and we want to be part of non-game species like raptors. Photo by :
the solution,” said Danielle Moser, a representative of the Oregon
Adrienne Wilson.
Wildlife Coalition. “When poachers kill wildlife, they steal from all
Download high resolution image.
Oregonians who value and enjoy our state’s wildlife and the wild
places they call home. Our goal is to incentivize members of the public to report any suspicious or illegal wildlife
activity to the Oregon State Police.”
The OWC reward fund will offer cash incentives for members of the public who report poaching of both game
and non-game species. In addition to game species like deer, elk and bear, the new reward fund will cover
species like raptors, small mammals, and reptiles.
For instance, OWC will pay $500 as a reward for poaching tips on eagles, hawks, owls and other raptors. Or they
will pay $1,000 for poaching tips on animals listed as “Threatened" or “Endangered” through either the state or
federal Endangered Species Act—wildlife like wolverines, kit foxes, red tree voles, and sea otters.
Imperiled species also include those routed into wildlife trafficking systems through the pet trade, wet markets
and illegal online sales. For instance, pond dwellers, like frogs, turtles, reptiles and other small animals are easy
to catch and keep or sell. Such capture can devastate the balance of micro-ecosystems.
The new fund is similar to an existing program managed by Oregon Hunters Association (OHA), which offers
cash rewards for tips that lead to an arrest or citation for poachers who target game species. OHA rewards cover
reports of game animals like elk, deer and waterfowl, for which there are regular hunting seasons. In 2020, OHA
distributed more than $20,000 in cash rewards.
The hope is that poachers will think twice before going after non-game animals like hawks, owls and eagles, for
the thrill of the kill, according to ODFW Stop Poaching campaign manager, Yvonne Shaw.
“Raptors, which eat incredible numbers of mice, voles and other crop pests, have been targeted,” she said. “We
lose many incredible birds every year from thrill-killers.”
ODFW will continue to offer hunter preference points as a reward to tipsters if they prefer that over the cash
rewards offered by OWC and OHA. More information can be found on the OSP Fish and Wildlife Division
website.
The Stop Poaching Campaign educates the public on how to recognize and report poaching. This
campaign is a collaboration among state agencies, sportsmen and other conservationists, landowners,
and recreationists to engage the public in combatting Oregon’s poaching problem. Our goal is to:
Incentivize reporting on wildlife crimes through the TIP Line; Strengthen enforcement by increasing the
number of OSP Fish and Wildlife Troopers; and Support prosecution in becoming an effective deterrent.
The campaign helps to protect and enhance Oregon’s fish and wildlife and their habitat for the
enjoyment of present and future generations. Contact campaign coordinator Yvonne Shaw for more
information. Yvonne.L.Shaw@odfw.oregon.gov.
If you know of or suspect other crimes against fish wildlife or habitat, please report to the Turn In Poachers (TIP)
Line. 1-800-452-7888 or *OSP (*677) from a mobile phone. Or email: TIP@osp.oregon.gov between the hours of
8-5 Mon-Fri.
###

Advertisement
Advertise in the Newsline
We welcome classified ads from individuals, families, and home-based businesses within the SRN boundaries.
Ads are limited to 50 words, and be sure to include your contact information. Send them
to newsline@srnpdx.org and indicate how many times you want your ad to run.
Prices for Newsline ads are as follows:
Families & individuals: First issue is free, then $5 for each additional repeat of the same ad.
Home-based businesses: $7.50 per Newsline issue
Please pay for your ad in advance by either mailing a check payable to SRN to our Treasurer Rachael Brake,
14109 NW Rock Creek Rd., Portland 97231, or via the Venmo phone app to rcmbrake@hotmail.com. Be sure to
indicate which Newsline ad you are paying for.

Skyline Ridge Neighbors, Inc Website
https://www.srnpdx.org/
About Skyline Ridge Neighbors
SRN is a neighborhood association serving much of unincorporated northwest Multnomah County and some adjacent areas within the city of Portland.
( https://www.srnpdx.org/boundary-map.html) SRN is registered as a neighborhood association within Multnomah County, registered as a non-profit public benefit
corporation with the State of Oregon and approved as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization under the IRS Code. SRN is operated by volunteers and with donated
funds entirely.
If you would like to donate to SRN in support of its activities, such as this free Newsline service and the publication of its quarterly Skyline Ridge Runner, send your
donation to “Skyline Ridge Neighbors”, c/o Rachael Brake, 14109 NW Rock Creek Rd, Portland OR 97231. Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by
law.
About the Newsline
Skyline Rural Watch Newsline is a part of Skyline Ridge Neighbors (SRN) and has been produced since June 1994 as a means to communicate neighborhood
information. The Newsline is produced by Laurel Erhardt (editor).
The Newsline depends on you as a source of accurate information about local crimes, upcoming events, and other news pertinent to the area. If you have
information you would like considered for the Newsline, you may do so by e-mailing the information to newsline@srnpdx.org, or leaving a message at (503) 6213501.
You can subscribe to the Newsline at SRNPDX.org Get the Newsline tab.
About the Ridge Runner
The Skyline Ridge Runner is a free quarterly publication mailed to approximately 1400 households in rural northwestern Multnomah County, Oregon. A color version
is also distributed via email subscription and is posted on website srnpdx.org website. It is published by Skyline Ridge Neighbors (SRN), an all-volunteer nonprofit
neighborhood association, as a public service to provide news and information to residents.
If you have any ads, calendar listings, news items, stories, letters, photos, etc. that you would like to submit for publication, please email them
to ridgerunner@srnpdx.org. Or call Miles at (503-621-9867) to let him know you're going to send something for the Ridge Runner. Please note that the Ridge
Runner may not reach mailboxes until the middle of the month of publication (April, July, October, January) Deadlines for all ad submissions are the 15th of March,
June, September and December.
Calendar
Skyline Ridge Neighbor, Inc Regular Board Meeting: The SRN board meetings are routinely held the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm by Zoom. All
are welcome to attend. For Zoom login information please reply to this email.
Find the community calendar here: http://www.srnpdx.org/calendar.html
Resource Directory
As a service to neighbors, SRN publishes a listing of local government agencies and businesses in the Skyline Resource Directory. Follow the links in this section
to view its contents and learn how to add a business or agency listing. Listing of organizations and businesses herein does not imply any endorsement of SRN nor
does it imply a lack of endorsement for similar organizations or businesses not included.
Community Links
Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Emergency Team (NET): SkylineRidgeNET@gmail.com
Skyline Grange: https://skylinegrange894.org/
Forest Park Conservancy: http://www.forestparkconservancy.org/
Linnton Community Center: http://www.linntoncommunitycenter.org/
Linnton Neighborhood Association: http://linntonna.org/
West Multnomah County Soil and Water Conservation District: http://wmswcd.org/
Skyline School: http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/skyline/
Skyline School PTA: https://skylineschoolpta.com/
Lincoln High School: http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/lincoln/
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